History of
Washington County

CHAPTER I
BACKGROUND OF WASHINGTON COUNTY
Beginning of Anglo-American Culture

remains dhat the territory as a whole was largely in.the pos-
session of the Indians as late as the early part of the nine-
teenth century.

The culture, government and life 2s swe know it in Texas
today had its beginning with the coming of the Anglo
metican people who moved into Texas, especially with the
goming of the Austins, who arived here in 1821. Some of the

busters under the leadership of Dr. James Long, who tricd
to get Texas back into the possession of the United States
after this country had relinquished all claims to Texas when
Florida was purchased from Spain in 1819. In the spring of
1819 he set out with seventy-five men. His force grew to three
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HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY
hundred. He took Nacogdoches, where he was joined: by
many sefugees. On June 23, 119, his men declared Texas
free. On this expedition into Texas, which failed soon, he
had stationed a Captain Walker, with frentythree men, ac
apeint 2 mile below the prssen own of W

Anglo-

would undoubtedly read iﬁzm.uy, Spein wis wired
up enough by this time and wonld o take measures

Gerupy that teritory for hersell, The ot s she owed
Anglo-

STEPREN T AUSTIN. People make history, and
great migrations have time and a anged the fature de-

‘Tigratory movement to Texas and the Southwest than
Stephen F. Ausin, Among he great American colonizers, he
tands preemi e was bom in Wythe County, Vir.
iniz, on November 3, 1799, He had the good fortane to be
g‘am zﬂ reared i tured home, for his father and
foses and Maria Austin, were people of high in-
lelhgcnce and
At the age of seven he was sent to Bacon Academ;
Connecticut. His father had hoped ® send him ﬁna]ly to
Yale University, but lack of fands made him decide in favor
Trangylvania Universty. Aftr tro and & blf years there,
he left in order that his sister and brother might g
oot
Upon leaving school, he went into the mining busines
with bis father. While thus  he made trips to St
Louis and New Orleans, there marketing the producis.
At the age of tventyone he was elected 0 the versitoril
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BACKGROUND OF WASHINGTON GOUNTY
and was employed to assist in editing the Louisiana Adver.
tiser.

It was at New Orleans that his work was interrupted by
e ted by

w©
inspecting the territory and in laying plans for a great colo.
nization enterprisc. Roughly taken, the territory that Austin

i razos and Colorado ivers,
and south of the Old San Antonio Road, though large arcas
also lay on the east side of the Brazos,

In 1822 Austin had to go to Mexico ity to get his grant

rmed new government that had beenset up after
the revolution against the Spanish Government, This kept
him t 2 year. He returned, however, to Texas with
extraordinary powers 1 govern his colony. He was the su.
prome judge in all except capital cases, in which his deci
sions had to be submitied to the ant.

ustin was 2 man with a keen sense of duty. He could
bave become immensely rich and could have lived in one
oF the populous centers of the country; instcad, he chose to
live in San Felipe with his peaple and to share with them the

hips of frontier life and sacrifice much of his personal
income for the good of all. He spent his life there guiding
and dirccting his colony in their undertakings.

In the spring of 1833 he was again sent to Mexico City,
this time t present 2 n for separate statchood. This
mission kept him in Mexico for two years, the greater part
of which he spent in prison.

Soon after his retum home, he was chosen to lead the
army that was to lay siege to San Antonio and drive out the

exican army. Before that city was taken, he was sent as one
e commissioners to the United States to get aid from
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HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY

there for the Texas cause. When the Texas Revolution was
over and the election under the newly adopted constitution
was held to elect a president, Austin was one of the candi-
date; bt Sam Houston, the cro of San Jacinia vas elecied

den:. Houston ay Austin secretary of state in
Ocrober. Austin'y heslin and. scongth having been greatly
umdermine by the havdships he sufered in prison and dur-

ing the strenuous days of the Revolution, he died of pocu-
monis, Deceraher 27;'l 1835, A great man'had pased avay.
The “Father of Texas™ was no m

The Driginal County

A large area of the northern part of Austin's grant was
‘marked off and named Washington. Then, soon after he had
announced to the world that his petition for a grant of land
had been approved by the Mexican authorities, people began
<0 move into his grant. The lauer part of November, 1821,
four familics encamped on the west bank of the Brazos Riv.
er. They were the families of Andrew Robinson, and Abner,
Joseph and Robert Kuykendall. The place of this firsc en’
‘campment in the newly opened territory was near the site
of the present Washington-on-the Brazos. A few

Jater —Jamary, 1622 bwo wen, Abner Kuskendsll and
‘Thon Bosright, vith their familis, moved some siles
ity it up catup on what is now New Years reek,
close to the present site of Brentarn, Yamilies coninued 6

Shipman cultivated the first land near the present site of
Tndependence.
Austin's grants of territory for the settlement of colonics

i
boundaries, plus his former grant. But for the first time these
boundaries were clearly defined on March 7, 1827, as follows:
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BACKGROUND OF WASHINGTON COUNTY
Beginning o the west bunk of the San Jucinto River

(en +line fom the Gull of Moxeo): thence

up the wose bank 9 the sourc o (hat iram sne ok

and down the Lavaca River to ithin ten leagues of the Gult
i Moxico; thence catetly paralel o and ten leagues from
the coast, (o the beginni

No Isolated Movement

The colonization of Washington Councy, as well 1as izt
of all of Texas, vas o folated movement. T was
parc of the great westward movement of the Anglo American
Feopte, iy had sctled slon th The Atantic sexbourd during
the seventeenth century and during the early pant of the
eighteenth centary, and who were now in the process of
ing into the great West, Northwest and Sothwest. 1t was
also a part of the “vestward migration of the European peo.

e aer he revoiasions of 1900w 1848, which had lovge.
s miscarried for people of liberal views of government.

‘This westward movement was, of course, in the spirit of
the time. These were the adventurous type of immigrants,
th

and cheap lands (o immigrants from the United States. Thus
Texas, and the great o & pecially, became the object
of new locations for thousands
Ths, pracrically for 2 century and 2 Imlt the American
people were colonizing new territory. They began to cross the
Appalachian Mountains and to push the frontier farther
west morty, and south, uncil they had taken in 2 terriory
covering over three million square miles, from the Great
Eakes 16 the Gulfof Meico, s rom the Admtie Goomae
the Pacific Coast.
Tn the colonizing of part of this territory in Texas, Steph-
5



HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY
en ¥. Austin had a very considerable share. After his first

of
the setlers of the original Washington belong to hese three
hundred families. In all, Austin settled approximately twelve
hundred families in Texas.

Texas changed hands of ownership ot sovereignty quite 2
number of times. Not counting the existence of Texas under
the Indians, who never adopted a flag, this state was actually
under six fags for 33 long = it s kiown to cvilized man.

sEa ignty from 1519 till 1685 France, 1685
1690; Spa n, 601531, Mexico, 1821-1836: the Republic of
; o

pediton wassent into Texas for the purposc of fnding and

ying Fort St. Louis, which La Salle on his ill-fated ex-
ped.l to the mouth of the Misisippi ad built on the
shores Mmgum Bay. In this scarch the Spanish expedi-
o e Lo B past the present gdwhe the

d the first mission in this part of the great tervitory. They
named it San Francisco de los Tejas, after the name given
to an Indian confederation they found there among the
Caddoan tribes. This name signified “friend” or “allies.” In
the course of time it was applied to all the terxitory that was
claimed by Spain north of the Rio Grande, with more in-
definite border lines on the east and the west. Eventually
we have from this “Tejas’ our present Texas.



CHAPTER 1t
THE COUNTY

Its Organizations
a As part of Mexico, Texas, in 1351, ‘was divided ir lmo three
partments: Bexar, Brazos and Nacogdoches. The popul

tion of the Brazos Department, which included it

ny, was uumaled at 8,000, ‘of which 1000 were Negro

slaves. The municipality of San Felipe de Austin, the capial
ot clomy I !ud Sho 2,500 inhabitants

Notlong aftr organiing Texa o iree departamens,

 Feiton o he. poitich it 2 S, Felipe tiat 3
mumclpaluy be organized at Washin y
addressed to

Micchell, ragxdmu, Y
and John

ted in the Cmuullzuon of October, 1835, by Mitch-
:Jernsen by

James G. Swisher and George W. Barrett vwere later among
ihe siguers of the Declaration of Independence

The Municipaliy of Washington fially becune Wash-
ington County, at which time i was fixed by
Congres of the Republic, Decermber 14 1897 5 follon

Be it cnacted by the Senate and Hovse of Re
sauative of the Republc o Texas, in Congrss aemibied,
the districts of the country it the following

desribe boundary b and compons i couaty e

ton, (to wit:) beginming at the mou on the
st bank of the Brazos river, then up the said creeh «

s porthwestern sourc, i m direction, to the
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HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY
ey on Mill ek thee st o hesidge diding he
‘Cummings creck, of the Colorado, and the. wat

; thence novt,
along said ridge with the eastern boundary of the counties of
Faycite nd Mina (laier Gled Basrop) to he O1d San Ao
o ; ‘st with said road to the Navasota river:
hetos dowh 5idsiver 10 s o m- ce down the river
Brasos 10 the place of beginns

At that time the county included a vast territory on both
sides of the Brazos River below the Old San Antonio Road.
The first chicf justice of the county was John P. Cole. In
course of time, however, the area of the county was greatly
reduced. Out of the original territory that comprised the
Municipality of Washington, and later Washington County

em igton County.2 The last county that
Took pur of he original cereteny of i 0 Wuhmm County
was Lee County, which was created in 1874,
Iy reduced i ares, foruunately (here are sl withis. the
Boundaries of Washinglon County mes of e early settle-
ments and points of Bistoric Mmtercst of Ausiars clony.
Today Washington County, the western part of which
consists of rollng blackland prairies with fordas i parts of
the south and northeast, as well as along the Brazos River
and Yegua and other creeks, is bounded by the counties of

The natural boundaries are, of course, the Brazos River on
the cast and the Yegua Greek on the north,

Life Among the Farly Settlers

among the people of Austin's colony and later dur-
ing e e S e Republic a3 wel 22 during eatly siatc

00d, was much the same everywhere. inant oc-
cupations were farming and stock msmg orion and com

1 Gamel's Lews of Teses, Vol. 11, p. 5.
2 Falmore, History and Geography of Tesas p. 25,



THE COUNTY

e the siaie crops, and cardle maising o ko s peof
able, though prices of catrle were
Taise livestock in those days. The m'unrry dzopcn
a man's pasture was as large as his catdle cared to travel. The
ranchman’s greatest difficulty was marketing his catdle, the
ncarest market being Kansas Ctly, which be Teached Targely
by wail and some by railva

Seventy-five to 2 h\mdrerl years ago the entire cconomic
setup was on 2 much lower scale than i s today, ven when
allowing for luccuation in prices that people have
experienced the last twenty-five y:m Inctuation of prices
(o5 piace at that thne, 10, becosis e ¢ great cconomic law
of supply and demand is at work all the time. It was an ordi-

; 20c a pound;
20c apiece; turkeys, sx 90 t0 $1.50 apicce: flour (19&201) m;)
per bbL, $12.00 10 §
Cattle were thup ’I‘h we records which show that
young cows with calves were Sold Tor §1250. and there

hich
500 s head. T was & common sccummenc buy a fat mut-
ton for $2.00 to $3.00. Hogs were correspondingly cheap.
In Washington County cotion and com were the staple

rai
such garden vegetables as cabbage, radishes, tuxmips, onions,
asparagus lentls pease, e, cucumbers, melons, and egy.
f Eruics there were figs, pears, peaches, plums, serav.
Pormies, rapes, dewberrics, milbeesios snd persimmons. Péo
ple paid quite a bit of atiention to ormamental plants, and
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HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY

they beautified their homes with flowers and shrubbery.
Washington County had a mumber of large plantasions
along the Brazos, on which life differed somewhat from that
of the saller aland. farms. On thest Pomiaciovs e

ell organiz assl
Gach Save. Ome Negress was responsible for the cooking,

ex for the sewing, another for making up the beds in
the “big house.” The slave children were e saignsd work
One l.mie L might have (0 hoo the fles ou of the house,
screens in those days. In the yard a
Negro man i he iiking, another fed the veock.

ot tended 1o che plowing, or perhaps several had that ask
to perform. When the first “norther” blew up, there was
hogkilling time, which was usually  great day (‘;} the slaves.
Among the catables on the plantation was a dish called “pot

Tiquor,” which consisted of bacon and greens cooked
er. Another common dish was “cush,” made with corn meal
and brought toa liquor with salt pork. A great deal of homi.

ny was made with ash Iye. The latter was made of
soak w..hwzmi“whapmmm Widh salhlye
people made homemade soap by boiling it with pork dri

then coagulating it bxhcoolmg People alio ade thesr
stored their potatoes, Irish
2nd sweet,in mounds and covered hem widh cormsials.
The Bealth conditions in Austin's colony, as well as in
later years, il the turn of the century, were normal, as con-
ditions

= physi

people was the sutotdoor life mev fived. There were few
“sofcies” among them. On the other hand, medical science

ey
aking many victis. Tater (yphoid be.
came rather common in the older neighborhoods, where
drinking water had become contaminated. People used many
Tome remedics, as medicines were rare.

During the early days of Texas, people resorted much to
bartering, us cash money was scarce. The Moxican and Span-
10



THE COUNTY

ins were common in all the Southern states, and especi-
;l\ym'rm.\ During the time of the Republic, and soon

became a state of the Umm:‘ Unl\ed States coins.
ut a.ll denominations were In circlation, Cetept. the copper

“ Spunish and English measures e used as
one spoke of amil,he meunt an English mile o oich e
2 geographical cmm imile—about two hours
walk The Mcxman sually reckongd in Jeagues, one of
which makes thre Engluh miles. The Eng K yard nd
foot were common measares, bat the Mexican vera was used
in measuring land.
The houses of those days would look crude today, but
were substantil and comforaabe. They were usually
built of logs, ied in hetween with rock , and
Vet B, hey were whncwashed, The soctswrs ciher
of clapboard ‘or of thatch. Later on when men of more
wealch moved in, or when more wealth bad been accumulat-
< berter homes were buil like hat of Dr. Anson.Jones
which today stands in Washington Parl
There were vears of drought in o' colony, which
came periodically all along. With these came. < coop fallures
and often much suffering among the people. We read of re.

rts wh
y cass and weeks. One man from Washingion County rode
hotseback to the mouth of the er to_purchase
Sour, where ho paid swentyfve ol fon el o
ried i¢ home on pack hors
School closing was & commmuity e duing the greater

pactof the past centuy. Everybody v looking forvard to
+ omcsion. People Spoke of 1 35 “schoo] eamimations
e of the sl iaven enc

by intol
o sce and hear what the children in the elementary
Schook or the students i the ol ege had learned. At noon
Tunch was served on the school grounds, and in the aftcmoon
the “examination” cantinued. If it happened 1o be the clos-
ing of a college term, the day was uwz(p iy followed by 2 grand
concert, for colleges emphasized music, especially piano and
voice.
The people of Auscin's colony were men 2nd women of
an unusually high type of character. Aus
= to what Kind of setlens he broughs mto Texes. &aid he

1




HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY

gne of his wriings: “My ambition s been (o succred in re-

deeming Texas from its state by means of the

plow alone, in spreading over it a N American popula

[ ise and intelligence.” He insisted that

tersnian wiho has mo other occupation than that of 4 humer
vill be meceived ~no drunkard, no gambler, uo profane

swearer, no idler, nor

probable ground of suspi

ag.mm)wm
on that he 5 » bad

in the Revol

“The Municialiy of Washington was in uany respects
the very center of revolutionary activicies. The first
second consultations were hel
time the immediate pol

1B, Miller s the policial
the convention met at ‘sthmgmnon the-Brazos, where de.
isive seps were taken 1o creste an

Here Sam Houston was chosen commande:
“Texas forces, and. from here men enlisted, as they did from
other places, o fight for the independence of “Texas from

T)m Alamo fell while the Constitutional Convention was
in session at Washington. Bad news came from Goliad about
the fate of Fanuin and his men. It took strong heares

Tauch self-control to face such situations, But Texas was not
Wanting in brave and patriotic men and women, who were

government and. that way of life under which they could
achicve the highest ideals in govemnment and the happiest
kind of life.

Many a man jn Old Washington, Department of Brazos,
shouldered his rifle and was on ki vy to fght side by side
with his comrades. Such 2 patriot undoubtedly was Asa
Walker, who had come to Texas from Tennessce and who
hried o the Alamo, where e paid the ‘supreme scifce”
for the liberty of Texans, We give here his interesting letier

a friend at Old V\hshmgwn

Mr. Gant—1 take the responsibility of taking your
overcoat and gun — Your gun they would have had anyhow

12



THE COUNTY
and Lmight as well have it as anyone clse — If 1 five to re-
G, Tl sty yon or sl <191 die, ¥ vy Shis
t0 o the best you can with — You can scll them for some.

‘moment and ray want of
means to do better e all he excut — Forgive the presump-
tion and remenl

- A. WaLken
Asa Walkersfriend, M. Gant, " evidently helped him ouc
ith funds to come (o Texas, 4 the following notation
st
335874

Due, Willam W, Gant _ ticty five dollas, cightyseven
conts the amount of my expensc from Columbi, Tennessee

s place. Given undex my hand and seal, this Nov. 23th,
1535 Washiogeon, Deparepens o raser

— Asa Warxem (szll)
¢ ecord, made of the disposition of the be-
wngmg; Syt tir by e nt, as follows:

Republic of Texas, Washingon County
To the Honorable J. P.

Judge of Probate

ition, William

Y. Gant, doth most respcifully
ition istration as of the vacant estate
of Asi Walker deceased, who was massacred at e fl of

12 bt of your ptiion's noledg, and b
Teft 2 will nor hach within che limits of the ch lic any

in confirmation of the above statements T hzxewnlh atfix
my e o day of February, I

— Wrtiam W, Gant (mn
13
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Republic of T <
Colny of Washing n : The applcaion o che sbove Will-
e Comre u}“’" whiicg de s

* the rogu ey e ol sl
o, and no oppesicon Sach B o mmhy ordered that
on said petition Rurnishing bond and security according to
law, the prayer of the petition be granted and letters of

sdminisearin isued in conformity w0d S oberts
and Jos. B. Chance appointed 2ppraisers of said estate.
Washington 28th of February, 1887
Jvo. P. Cowe

Judge f Probates

The outstanding hero of the Revolution was Colonel
William B. Travis, the hero of the Alaro, Among others of

e
10 a friend at Monwville, Washington County, ne

e excin. towns here. e had Lef his wite and Title dz\lgh—
ter in Alabama, and brought a young son, Charles E. to
Texas in the care of Mss. David Ayers, whom he writes from
the Alamo thus

T ot care o my e byt the courery shouid
be sa him a splendid fortune; but, if the
Country outd b o ond 1 perish, he will have nothing
but the proud recollection that he is the son of 2 man who
died for his country.

Genersl Houston, who had been reappointed command-
er of all Texas troops at the Constitutional Convention at
ashington, now hastened o Gonzales, where a few hun-
dred troops had gahered. There were many cries for an im-
cdiae artack on the approaching Moxican Gonzales
was aroused to fever heat, for some thirty of her men had
Burried to the id of the defenders of the Alamo, only to be
slaughtered there with the et of the defenders.
‘But General Houston let not emotions rule the situation.
Instead of fighting at that time and place, he ordered a re.

£ By ooy of Movor Rece B, Locket,of Bentam. 4 photriatc sopy
OF this Lettr 30d  cpur (ansaction i n the B

14
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creat, which has become famous and which he concinued as
far eastward as Groce's Plantation near Hempstead, where he

Santa Anna chose the place on the San Jacinto River to
reconnoiter and probably get ready for a birtle. The twenty.
first of April, 1835, decided the issue of the independence of
Texas and made Houston one of the greatest commanders of
his day. He bad won a decisive battle.

During the Republic
Hundreds of people had fled from Washington County
toward the Sabine, which they would cross should the cruel
i y defeat s army. But after the batile
of San Jacinto, after which the Mexican army more
cro Grande, the peoplc of Texas returne
their flight eastward and con ly began to rebuild their

face of the matter is that Mexican
armies invaded the Republic several times after the battle of
San Jacinto.

‘The Austin colonies did not come into direct touch with
the Caddoan or castern Texas Tndians s0 much, but the Gulf
Coast Indjans or Kazankawas, a small but fierce tribe, had to
be watched carcfully. The colonists of Washington had to
contend with the Tonkawas, as they occupied much of the

em part of Austin's territory, and they engaged much
in stealing the colonists’ horses and supplies. The common
‘way of punishment was severe whipping of the perpetrators.
Also the Waco tribes were close enongh to do ham to the
colonies if the savages were so inclined.

The colonies soon organized Jocal militia companies,
which were frequently uniced for campaigns against the

1



HISTORY OF WASHINGTON GOUNTY
Indians. However, Austin’s wise treatment of the d
a6 much 2nd perbaps more to keep them selacively peseefu
than any other means that were used to prevent depreda.
tions by these natives.

ing to the consitorion sdogeed o2 Washingron in
Mt 1856, an lccson v hebh that 1, o, Feovton
and Mirabess B, Lamar were cleced president and vics

ively. Austin, the “Father of Texas,” had
Been a candiaace, bux the hero of San Jacinto bad overshad-
owed him. The election held on the first Monday in
tember, 1836, gave Sam Houston 5,119 votes, Henry Smit
42, Siephen F. Aumn 587, and Mirabeau B. Lamar for the
majority of 2,699 votes, Houston appointed
A woeary o 7 of sate.

During bis fist term Houwson wied to concilste the
Texas Indians by Syablihing rading poss along the fron-
tier and by other acts. He also worked for annexa-
tion to |he ot S However, ol thae wis accomplished
‘with regard to Texas entering the Union was recoguition by
President | l:cksou of the independence of the Texas Repub-
lic in 183
Not b:mg eligible under the congvution to succeed him-
s, Houston retired fo the e being, Mizmbeau B. Lanar
was electgd to “ne bighcst offce, and David 6. Bt he.
came vice president. In s e ance oiﬁmuy nm?nud the
independence of Texas, and in 184
Belgium Soecomed the Republic o Tt the family of
nanons. Lamas, during his administration, aid the founda-
ion for education in Texas by secing to it that large grants
OF Tand were st ide fr edcations) purposcs and by giving
o this state and the world one of the loftiest definitions of
of education among a free people. He paid no
attention to anncxation, but planned for independence and
expansion, for which purposc he equipped several expedi-
tioms l of which increased th public gl comdersbly Tis
Indian policy was just the reverse of that pursucd by Hous-
con. It was severe and unfriendly.

Upon termination of Lamav's term of office, Houston
was again chosen to lead the young Republic. He again took
up B question of anncation and st ecanomy. Anncas.
tion, however, had to wait till the administration of President
Anson Jones, who had the task of terminating the Texas

15
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Republicafcr it had exised for about ten year, to become
a state in the great Union of the North,
$4M HOUSTON spent a number of yeats as a citizen of
Washington Cou s born, almost si dy, on
March 3, 1795, 2t i
ot of Lexingion in Roskid County, Virginia. After the
death of his father, he moved with s mother 1 Blount

ver.
nein eSO Field
cager education he acquired throny
o

Hmwmdl.tharo(lﬂmi ing the "Thirtyning
Regiment of the Tennessee Volunteers, who did service
under the command of General Andrew Jackson, e;pmuy

ing the arm, Houston entered the law office of
the Honorable Jawes Trimble, in Nashville, t0 study law.

ter six monchs of study he was admitted to the bar. In
1816, he was appointed Adjutant-General of the sute, with
the rank of olone o 1623 he was clected 3 representaive

55 from He vas married in January,
1329 © Mm Eilz Allen: Abir thoee monti of s
wife left him, This caused him to Jeave cvilized lfe and

e  mong the Cherokee Indians for sv

e Rio Grande that y ye.ur, and at the time when thin
began 10 shape up for the main revolution. From thot cinge
gl bis death he ook part in all important cvents in

25 appointed commander-in-chief by the consulta-
tion at San Felipe on November 3, 1835. However, he never
got into his command until after March 2, 1836, when he

vention and rush to the front to stop the Mexican army. His
greatest claim to fame is his victory at San Jacinto, April 21,

17
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1535, sldhough bis other services o bis sate and counery
entitle him 10 rank with the nation,
Desides being president o the e Republic for
terms, he served a3 United States Senator from 134 il 55,
and on. the eve of secession he was governor of Te
Fusing o take the cath of allegiance to the Gonfederate gov-
crmmen. be was depased s govemor. He lived in Wasbing
‘exas, during the greater part of his sccond term

Esxdent o the Republic. Afiet hat e made his home at

ence, Texas, for several years, and it was here that
he was baptized by Dr. Roufos . Burlcson in 1654 and thar
e joimed she chusc

ouston was a unique characie, a
ime and the nuroundings in b e fw ey

fuct sccoumted for 2 Food deal of she Tough-and.mmble in
bis make up; yet undereach et rough surface was a really
tender heart. He was a man of strong intellect and great
courage, a he demaonstated rany  the during his public
gareer For years e was given 1o cxcessive ut once
he joined the church, it was face about for him, and be it
said to his credit, he broke completely with this evil habit.
He made bold to proclaim on the Seaate floor his determ:
nation o adhere, from there on, to the ideals of temperance

He has gooe down i as one of
of this donntry.
War with Mexico
the Congress of the United smts, upon the advice
of Pm«im James K. Polk, declared war on Mexico in May,

and two of cavalry. Governor J. Pinkney Henderson, who
‘was given leave of absence from his dutios as governor by the
Le lature of Texas, 100k command of the ‘Texas troops. He

istinguished himself in the battle of Monterrey that Con-

fress voied bim & gword. A muamber of volunteered
Erom Washingron County and a total of 8,000 from T
The effect of the war on Texas was manifested in several

ways. It set at rest any further fear of an invasion of Texas
Mexican forces, it fixed for Texas the Rio Grande as the
permanent boundary on the southwest, and, fnaly, peace
ing assured, it cnhanced the rapid increase of the popula-
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tion of the state. The United States came into possession of
the vast teri the southwest, and as this area was carved
into territories, some of them laid claim to a great part of the
Texas Panhandle, which extended north to about the forty.

mibus Bill, Texas relinquished much of this territory to the
Federal Government for a consideration of $10,000,000.

Washington County Till 1860

‘exas grew rapidly as a state of the great North Ameri-

Railroads were built at a rapid rate. Even Washington
County citizens did not lack vision and courage to undertake

this railroad was begu 5

miles of it were ready for use by 1858. It was compleced to
Brenham, twenty-chree miles west, by 1860. Bremham re.
mained the terminus till after the war. The road eventually
became part of the Houston and Texas Central, later the
Southem Pacific.

With Baylor University and Baylor Female College at
Independence, and Soule University and the Chappell Hill
Eemale Collge at Chappell Hil as wel as the Live Oak
Seminary at Gay Hill, Washington County certainly was the
center of education of Texas at that time, and hundreds of
the best young people from all pares of the state came to this
county for their education prior to secession and even after
the war.

With the rapid increasc in population came economic
prosperity. ‘The people as a whole were contened and lived

ippily at peace, with perhaps an Indian raid to distarb
them now and then. But an the eve of secession there were
afloat rumors of Negro uprisings and incendiary fires. Fircs
actually broke out in a namber of centers, the ost destruc.
tive being in Dallas, where some expelled abolitionists were
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accused of having broughe on the fire. Other pluces where
ires seemed to have been of an incendiary nature were at
Pilot Point, Belknap, Gainesvile, Black Jack Grove, Waxa-
hachie, Kaufman, and Nav:
Misch sgitation about secaision was among the people,
Soon after the election of Lincoln, Governor Houston re-
Ctlvuj @ leter sined by iy ve citizens of Huntsville, ask-
(0 what course was to be_pursued. They
it et against sy acton, Bt feared
Ey i expresing thels opinion would be Myl How
ton's answer was calm and digaified, but firm. He counseled
pasience, admitting his distrust of Lincoln and the
buc affirmed his abiding faith in the Constitution and the
Union. He closed with these words: “So long as the Consti-
{ution is mainuined by the Federal sudorties and Texas i
ot made the victim of Federal wron, 1 m for the Union 45
s This loalty 10 he Union finally cos him the ofice of
goveruor, Tha chances are, however, Iudging bim by later
§oi, that it Texas b moved sovece m hes seomst
ram, Houston inally might fave gone with the people; bt
the secession convention would pol wai, and consequently it
had to go without him, or in spite of hizm.

Washington County in the Civil War

In these times the United States depended largely on
voluniteer so e hr s The word vetumieae hod
2 kind of charm for the people, it seems, and the citizens of
Washingion' County were o excepion. OF course history
hv.crmlmlhemnﬂ.‘nbohtherlhandkh:
South lnd o take recourse to draft to get sol
et men were diafied o enisted % volunteers,
‘Washingron County was well represented in the Gonfederate
armies. A nurber of men from this county were enlisted in
Green's Brigade and in the Fifth Texas Cavalty, Some of the
military organizations were almost entirely made
from this county, a5, for instance, Company . of Brenham,
with Captain Hugh McPhail in command. ‘Gomy was
commanded by Captain George W. Campbell of Long Point.
In Hood's Brigade-were the “Dixic Blucs,” of which Gaptain
John D. Rodgers had command. Capiain 1. B. Robinsen. of
ndependence, commanded Company 1 of the Fifth Texas
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medicines in Texas 2nd the South had either been imported
Earope or from the Eastcrn centers, all of which stopped
with the blockade.

A good deal of the freightt was hauled per ox-wagon from
Mexico. The late Ferdinand Nichuhr of Brenham, who was
hen a young man of about seventeen, made a mumber of
trips with thesc ox-wagon teamsters to the Rio Grande, take
ing cotton to chat country and bringing back supplies that
were needed here. But as much as this helped out, it was not
suficient to supply the needs of the people,

the people of the South were bankrupt when the war ended,
and there vas no “Marshall Plan” to help out; nor swas ther
a “New Deal” to create jobs and distribute pensions, Yet with
money worthless, her slave labor gone, and rude mismanage.

 Inforuation. rom M. R. . Penwington's Hitory of Brentem and
Washington County, p 1. et Hisery of

21



HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY

‘ment by the “carpetbaggers.” these Southern peop
years to come, worked their way back to economic smnlny

Later Settlers of Washington County

c of the early setelers of Washingion County cime
feom e St sd o Anglo-Amrican stock. The ax
ow that in 1547 the county kad 2 popu-
Tation of 5,049 and 15 voters. bost o
Brenham, Cedar Creek, Independence, Mm\mlla Jrihiing
ington. In 1850, the census shows the population of the coun-
1y to be 5,98, and in 1860 it was 15,215.
Although many Germans came into the county after the
‘War, some came at the beginning of the statchood of
Texas The caliest Gernan senler in this county was Heary
mhbon, hose descenans il fve here. He came
rocken, Germany, and arrived in Washington Couuly in
ms o lw he married Louise Roehling, daughter of Mr.
H. Roehling, who arrived from Germany that
year, Mot people had o know how to help themselves in
every way. The home of the Fichholts was a twooom
cabin with dirt Hoor, A Large tramk that Mrs. Fichholt had
brougit from the old county srved 2 3 ble. Mr. Eichhole
raade his own wagon of hickory wood. For the first ycars
People depended on wild prini ehickens, tarkeps and b
hogs for their meat.
Other Germans who came before the war were the Pie
per Richter, Sprecn, Winkelmann, Tesch, Emsholl Locsch.
emidt, Moy Bochdmann, Haegemeyer, Schultz, Weh.
‘meyer, Zeiss, Khrane, Dannhaus, Plueckhorn, Schawe, Wede-
‘meyer, Wiede, Rahm, Ehlert, Lehmann, Kramer, Klanke,
iese, Ceckler, Fahrenfurt, Ricbe, Grabe, Mernitr, Harms,
Giesenschizg, Dierke. Knittl, ‘Franck, Seidel, Hering, Hohlt
d Broesche families.

G

e

Valentine Hoffmann and his wife, the former Maria
Katherina, came from Hesse, Germany, in 1846, and nded
in Galvesion, where they Tved for a shore whilé. They th

od to Austin County, and in. 1848 moved to Berlm,
Washington County, where they bought a famm in 1852
They ece, znd in 854 asssted the Rev>
erendt Ebinger in he oreans Ezer Church, the
st Luthern church 1n Washington County. . Hoffmann,
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their third son, established a mercantile business in Brenham
in 1867,

Soon after the war mote Germans moved into Washing.
ton County in Jarge numbers. Some came directly from Ger.
‘many, while others came from settlements in other
states. It seems that these people came here just in time to
buy some of the smaller farms into which the large planta.
tions had been divided after the war, and which the old Con-
federate population, impoverished by the war, were unable
to hold any longer.

During the latter part of the fifties of the past cenzury the

50
t0 rent and puschase land in the eastern part of the
county, especially around Chappell Hill. Here they built
ic church and a parochial school in connection

wich the church.

Development of the Farm Industry

Washington Goumty hs sotse of the richest and. most pro-
ductive farm land ju the country. Only in recent years, ow.
ever, have fammers been taught the jmportance of soil con.
servation and improvement of the land through the use of
fertilizers, coverage crops, and_terracing, The rainfall is
usually sufficient @0 insure good crops, the average rainfall
‘being about forty inches anstually.

has always been the chief crop for almost a cen-
tury. It still is one of the most important crops today, al.
though miich more divessification of crops s now being prac-
ticed. In 1890, for instance, there were 158,000 acres in cul-
tivation in the county, of which 102,581 acres were in cotton,
producing 41,858 bales. But in course of time the farmers
learncd, with the aid of county demonstration agents, the
value of diversification. ‘The greasest pionecr in farm im-
provement, such as soil conservation through terracing, fer.
tilizing and diversification, was the county demonstration
agent, Cacsar (Dutch) Hohn, who laid the foundation of
much that is succeeding better today. Farmers under his di-
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ection began to raise more feed crops and cotton, and em:
phasized the production of ;culny. cattle, and dairy prod-
ucts. In 1890 the county had 18411 head of cattle; in 1910
it Bad 29441; in 1985 there were 53,436 head, and in

improvement was true of
bogs and sheep, of which the county in 1945 had 1,178,
mostly high-bred hogs and 3,210 she

In recent years Gairying and pouliryraising have in-
creased remarkably because of the Houston marker. Milk

1948, Besides this, the county sold 80,576 pounds of butter
m 1948, and sbout as ruch cream. Egoy Produced in ane
pocently smounted o 8654085 dosens, und turkers
Toed i 1645 wrere 41807 T county owned
5578 horcs, andt 076 mutes - v of whinh i vamks
second in the state. Honey i being shipped out of the coun-
& in considerable quantives. The com fop. © year
Was estimated a 505,692 bushels’
though, as stated before, cotton is still an important
crop in the county, quite  decline is noticeable from year to
ear in the production of this once only accepted cash crop
in the county. A few figures will Musiate In 1926 there
Yo gined. here 36407 bales, which was alrad about
5,000 fewer than in 1890, In 1944 the ginned a total
o S et Yokt only 6501 bale Westher cone
ditions must be taken into considration, of course, but all
along there is a very decided decline in the production of
this once so important crof
Prum and vegetables are being raised much for home
¢ large fes of these crops find their way into
Tatiets, OF e Trigh porto. this county produced 54,280
bushels in 1945, and of sweet potatoes, 8242 bushels. Pears,
figs, persimmons, and grapes are produced in considetable
quantities.
Much of the progress made in farming as well as in beteer
housekeeping in the county has been brought about — both
among the white and the colored people — by such organiza-

5 Texas Atmanac, 19471948, p. 59,
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pract to farming and housckeeping. 1t would be
difficult co even estimate the great benefit to the people from
Just this phase of such activities.

Washington County Fair

‘The first. full-fledged fair of Washington County was held
about 1912, as information from old catalogues seems to

n presenting a cataloguc and s twenty-
i Ao Mo, Suock Show and l’ou]ﬂ'y Edibiton,

e Brenlam Fire Department offrs o apology, but cruses
r indulgence for 4 few words of explanation. It does not
TR el e T oms: w5 eperfections of this work,

and beg you to withhold your criticism, but simply wishes
remindyou that the Deparument is not and does nor elaim
Lo be 2 fullfledged fic asociation. The Stock and Poulary
years

s and received such un.
i) Spproval s oo encoutaged.

Washington County as one of the oldest and, considering
it from evety point of view, one of the best cotmties

of
inches. Its soil s fertile, = zanging rom he black wasy
e dillerent Kinds ot sl
grow great crops of cotton, com, hay, grasses, fruits and
25
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vegetables. Especially the grain, hay and grass crops make it

possible for this county o produce very high grades of
Tivestock.

The 2 the county carly realised the educational
value of faixs, and have held them 2s often as circumstances
& of the eariest catalogues of the xegular e

penmi logues

e coul ind was thae o 1914, thongh we o

a catalogue was printed in 1912, The 1914 Ear was held on

October 6, 7, 8, and 9, in Firemen’ remens Patk. The ommnnm

faiz were J. J. Marck, president; W. M. Morris,
dent; and Frank Eberle, secrecary. The fair was divided into

the following departments: Agricultural, Hordcultural and

[

During World War I and some years following, nio fairs
were held, but in 1929 the fair association was reorganized,
and continued 1o hold anmual fairs tll 1941, when the United
States entered World War 11 In 1047 the < county pucizsed 3
fortyive and a half acre tract for
This place is located on the ol Gay Hill mad ane oy

les north of the city. On it a number of buildings were
:rcazd ih 1949, and the first fair was hel m hem that. year.
Practically alt former fairs were held in Firemen's Park.
present the fair association are: R.
Fuchs, president; Sam Winkelmann, vice president; 2nd i
Tenz Sexdel secrtary The bourd of diectors ar: James Pic
n.F.C. . Charles
5. Winkeimann, Koot o Spinn, & D Bames, [. W. Staf-
fiebeam, A, W. Hartstack, Dayle Moare, Wesley “Sherll, Her-
bert Bocker, Frank Buffingion, Mrs. Robert Lange, and Miss
Jewell Balles.

Minerals

Although the greatest natural resource of the county is
its fertile soils, it al mineral wealdh that needs (0 be

mentioned here. The county has two producing oil fields,
which, it 1946, dccording o the Teess Abmars . produced
o 1 30715 b
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“The WESLEY OIL FIELD is in the southwestern
Washington County. In 1912 a was dgging 2 water
well, and whe he reached water 1evl, e, foud e wencr
covered with oil, so much so that he could not use he watee
for drinking purposes. But thi ience by the colored
man led to Some exploratory effors by the Brenbam, Ol ang
Gas Company. They resulted, however, in 1915, i nothing

iore than dry wells. The interests of this company were pur.
dumd by the Conklin Oil Company, which brought in the
first producing well on the Boecker place on Thanksgiving
Day in 1924 This well is still producing. Other wells were
brought in during the years, 0 that today there are ahout
twenty-five producing wells, which average about twenty-five
barrels a day. The average depth of these wells is about a
thonsand et
is considerable gas produced along with the oil,
hion st B heating purposes in homes around the field.
There is also an enormous salt dome in the center of the field,
the top of which is sbout 500 ect bencath the susface of the
and which, by instrument measurement, is estimated
e e 2

"The il field today belongs to the Camey Oil Company of
Dallas. Tn March, 1949, whe Fene well brought in, stare.
ing ouc with 125 ba

The SUN OIT FIELD i located in the northwestern part
of Washington ounty. Exploratory work was begun in a 1635,
buc the first producing well was b rough in October, 1928
the Grote No. 1. This el is il Today there
are about fifty producing wells, vitha mpﬂcltv of 00 harvels
a day. The wells are shallow, oo, averaging about 1200 fect.
However, some very deep e s have boeh rade, thongh Wity
o saistactory sl

are large storage tanks on the field, and the oil is
bemg piped (> Cay HIL where the Sonta Bt maiwers picks
transportation to the market. Considerable gas is
bemg produced, which is used on and about the fied for
es. The oil is of about 25 gravity and lends

mm well B all hnds of by-prodaucs,
axison has been connected with the office of the

Sun i Fiod e ]znuary, 1929.

MINERALS arc found in the county. First of
et bk clay. A good deal of brick was produced in

2
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the county the Jatter part of the past century. There are also
deposits of fuller’s earth and lignite.

Bluehonnets

1f weather conditions are favorable, the hills of Washing-
ton County cach spring are literally covered with bluchon-

scene.
other centers to this county during the bluebonnet season.
Ocaasionally the aesthetic nature of some people is stirred
suffciently at such overwhelming beauty o express itself n
painting, poetry or music. The blucboanet was adopted as
the Texas State Flower by the Forty-third sture in
1901, at the request of the Society of C es of
Ametica in

Other State Symbols and Mottoes

Besides the bluebonner, Texas has adopted other symbols,
and also mottoes, that have their significance for the people.

Governor James $. Hogg requested that a pecan tree be
‘planted at his grave, it stirred up enough sentiment to adopt
the pecan tree as the State Tree of Texas, which was done
by the Thireysixth Legislature. In 1927 the Fortieth Legis-
lature adopted the mockingbird as the State Bird, at the
Tequest of the Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs. The
Forty-first Legislature, in 1930, adopred the motto “Friend-
ship” for the state, based on the origin of the name Texas,
which was derived from the Indian name, “Tejas,” meaning
friend. Although many thousands of Texans think of “The
Eyes of Texas™ s the State Song, it was never ofically adopt-
ed by the state, but is the Alma Mater song of the Universizy
of Texas. The Fortyfist Legislature, however, adopted
“Texas, Our Texas,” by William ]. Marsh, of Fort Worth,
and the words by Mr. Marsh and Gladys Yokum, also of
Fort Worth.

2
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Rural Schools of Washington County

(The public schocls of Washington County had their be-
ginning with a lnw passcd by the Legislarure of Texas in
foba. “onis Law made it possible to establishpublic schools

certain restrictions. The provisions made by that law
for the financial support of these “frce” schools were then

tion mcvtds of sdmll’.;u« finally ceased entirely.
From I874 o!lv
Onlyin Scplcmber mn did Wzshmgm County resume
its functions in educational affairs. It was then that it the
Court ordered that each of the five precincts of the
county be divided into two school districts; also, that three
trusices be appointed for cach precinet
In May, 1874, the Gounty Gourt levied on all real and
personal property in Washington County a school tax of
owenty-five cents on each one hundred dollars of assessed
vaeﬂv l

rds of the rural schoals of the e counsy from 1875

1907 are avmlabl:. but from 1907 on, they are about com-
cte, T¢ was in that year that the frs couny sapotimieosions

=% appoml!d in the person of Christian Klaemner, who

The ral thh were operated for years under the
school community” system, which was instituted under a
law passed by the Legislature in 1876 and continued tilt
1909] Tn the Tatter e v o the entire county was surveyed for
the purpose nizing it into schoal districts. Tn 1911

c hst County Sthool Board of Edncadton s appointed,
mnsuunw SLA A Wangemann, W. D. Crocker, homas
Watson, T. C. Kruger, and W. L. Booker

points in the county, a rurel lugh schiool vias fin:
ized at Brown's Praitic in 1921. W, F. A. Boemer surv

"¢ Gruscatint, 4 Cantur of Baucstion  Wsingson Couriy, . 237,
29
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superintendent at that time, 1914 1o 1921, succeeding Chris-
tian Klaemer. Mis Frederick Turmer succecded Mr. Boemer
2.

ehlers s lected county superimtendent in 1925
and held this office ll 1947. Under his administration. the
Gounty Board of Education, in 1927, adopted a plan o bring
ore uniformity fn the achievements of the pupils o the
rural schools. To accomplish this, cerdificates of standazdlia-
tion were awarded to all raral schools in the county when-
ever conditions of q\m]xﬁczuon had been met. Uniform ex-
iral schools of the common districts were
Sorked out and disutbued, ond eraheaes of ‘graduation
Were sardod o pupils under the jurisdiction of the
board.

Wit the dectense of rural population, due ( vasi
canses, and the improvement oF fural Toads, which made
eransportation more feasible, consolidation of rural schools

ousstanding accomplishment being the establishment of a
comsolidated rural high school at Burton, which i ale fally
r college entrance in its work. This

joined o the old Wuhmgmn District, and
Hari

urg.
Before consolidation can be carried to its full fruition in
cessible to the main highways under all kinds of weather
ions.

Drifting Toward a World Catastrophe -

During the larter part of the nincteench century and the
ealy part of the twentieth century the people of our country
were stirred, and with them the citizens of this county, by
several movements which were intended to adjust undesir-
able economic conditions, especially among the farmers, Be-
ginning with the seventies, there was the Grange, which
emphasized cheaper money and more moncy, and fmally
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Greenback Party, thereby going into politics
Al i

organized the Greend
follewed the Farmers Alliance. These

Then

2 onc of its planks the advocating of free and wnlimyted
coinige of silver in the atio of sixteen to one, and nominat.
ed William Jennings Bryan as its standard bearer.

Close o the turn of the century the Spanish-American
War was fought, as a result of which the United States moved
i i uilt im.
tely after the war, Ac the same time the world was
mapidly drifting, unconsciously in the main, toward a great
catastropbe, World War 1.

“The European nations were divided into two great mili-

States, declared neutral at first, was drawn closer and closer
to the vortex of that awful conflict through the German
submarine campaign.

Washington County in World War |

Whea on April 6, 1917, the Congress of the United States
declared war on the Central Powers of E: 3 D

3 on
Grande during the preceding winter under the captainey of
Eugene Eversberg to. serve tader G John J. Pershing

inst_the Mes mdits who were molest ie
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Ieave Brenham, from where they went to Camp Bowic for
further training belore they sailed from New York overseas.
Most of che men ington Connty saw service in the
units of the 36¢h Division, and in the 90th Division.

Gompany A 111, Military Police, another Washington
County organization, was zeady for sevice under the
leadership of Captain |. . Jones, of Bastrop, and Lie
ane Clint Giddings, of Brenharm, and went nto service in 3
body?

ou May 8, 1917, cleven hundred men from

the camps, where they went through scvere e waining waiing
their wrm 1 g0 to the front. Thirty gold-star heroes are re.
one who went from homes in Washi

The falle herocs are: Capgin P. D. smm.u Medical
Corps; Lieutenant Graham D. Luhn, Company D, 141sc In-
fancry; Wiliam Edmund Dooker, Compiny £, 11a Tn:
n

Division; Se
36th Division; David W, Lasch, Company I, 1415t Infantzy,
86ch Division: Tenry Schaor, Jv, Battery £, 155rd Field Ay
tillery, 36th Division; Mike Andy Brosch, Company B, 261
Engiaeers: Hugo W, Meyer, I ummm ), 36th
Divslon; Corp, Edvard F. " ot oo ¥, 3500 T
try, Heony Kraner, Company G, 350
Infantry, S Do ision; Henry Tockhorn, Company B, 345th
Machine Gun Batalion; Edwin Guthmann, Company H,
64ch Infantry, 7th Division:  Auguse R_ Seweis, Company
G, 560th Infantry, 90th Di yer, Company 26,
7th Batealion, 165th Depot Bnﬂade Ty Mu:ller, Company
G, 360th Infanwy, 90th Division; William August Ros

th
Jankowskis Alfred Wilson, Chief Quartermaster, U.
‘Paducah; Robert E. Maas; Srtvz Baranowski, Camp Tnvu

7 Information by courtey of Major M. H. Eblers, of Brenbham.
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Iraining Camp; Lee Murski, Camp Travis Truining Camps
Louis W. Prenzler, Supply Gompany 331, Quartermaster
Gorps; Frederick W. Weiss, Company D, 15ith Infantry;
Joscph Jalonick Hartis, Sixth Regiment, U, 5. Marines;
Sis Gutowski, Company I, 142nd Regiment, 36th
ion; Sgt. Sam Levison Harrls, 152nd Field Arvllery;
Adolph J. Wagner, Medicat Corps; Henry Fieserler, 332nd
Field Remount Squadron,

Labor Company; Joseph |. Cain, Company 10, 165th Depot
Brigade, zsg.mixmgmm; Sam Green, Jo. Company 1 3050
Engincers; Millary Dupree, Camp Bowie; and Lonnie Shep.
ard, Supply Company, 800th Regiment®
i 25 well organized during the war, and there
was liberal response 1o all the demands for the Red Cross,
WarSavings Certificates and- Li onds, The citizens
ed well in using substitutes for four, especially, and
in “meatless, wheatless and gasless days.” Mary

sumed the place of judging their fellow citizens a5 to the
legree of patriotism an American should show. A
of veal persccution was carried out by these self.

dred per cent Americans.” This hysteria finally deteri

e Fergusons won the election for Governor of Texas
against the Klan issuc. Washington County in the election
that fall defeated several members of the Klan ‘who had been
in the courthouse for several years. These disturbess gone,
the people were at ease once more.

From War Back to Normal Life

Once the war was over, the people of the county scttled
down to normal Jife again. How glad the people were to be
again free to go about their private affairs! The Washington

& Jnformation by courtesy of The American Legion, Baddy Wright Tost
o 4.
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County farmers were fortunate by that time in having com.-
petent farm demonsiration and iome demonsiration agents

o and much of that kind of work was done to hold
the ;m! Scient

pin
mprovements in conserving all kmds of
foods iy e fngldmre process, as well as by canning, were

e yeaz 1925, howeven, gave the farmers and the bus-
ness houses crable sevback, because of the extended
dronght hat s I carty s spring s Tased 4l midoommer
and forage were almost a complete failure, and
Tk st b imported that year. The cotton
crop was very light. Tn 1948 Washington County, ogether
with other large scctions of Texas, was again dronghe strick-
en. This time, however, the drought sct in later in the grow-
ing season, 50 that a fair crop could be harvested: but the
drought Lasted From midsurer 611 sttes Chrisimes, the
prctxpnatlon being over fourteen inches below normal.
e years following 1925 were better again, and prosperi-
lyre curned. Business was on an upgrade during the Coolidge

inson of Arkansas as his ranning mate. The Republican Con-
vention met at Ranias Cirs and nominated Secseiaty of Com-
merce Herber: Hoover, with Senator Charles Cums of Kan-
sas, for President and Vice President, respectivel

One historian says that ') prosperiy, })mmbmm and pre.
judice” won the clection that year. At any rate. Herbert
Hoover swept the country, breaking s e i oo South.”
and capturing forty out of the forty-cight states.

But prosperity was, to a great cxeent, anificial and un-
cvealy disribated, and Hoomor was mor <oior s
larity’ long, Unemployment had ncreased oo 1525 A
1927, becsise of the tnroduction of Tabor saving madhin
The building bootn had ccased ate m 1925, and aoromabiie
and steel production began to slacken. Economic commer-
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cialism had expressed itself in high tariff walls, which were
raised around the United States, and which caused foreign
countxies, in self-defense, to pass high tariff laws.

ole economic set-ap. to tusble with the

Wall Strect crash, which came in October, 1929, Matters

t from bad to worse in spite of anydnng the Government
might do.

Washington Gounty experienced many difficulties during
that depression. The county was overrun with unemploged
people. Every day many b 0 be taken care of in o way

ther. Prices sverc down, and drastic cuts were made in

Slities. Young peoplc who graduated from high school o

college could ok gor employment. “Does it pay anymore to

get an education?” was the question that many asked.
Franklin D. Rooseve

thousands of these youth were given training in some kind
of vocation and were ako given part-time work. Brenham
and Washington County had sath comcrs. A Chilias Cont
ion Corps camp was established at Brenham, where it
pperated for awhile and vas thea moved clsewhere. But Bren-
ham had a National Youth Administration center at Blinn
College, where undreds of young girls were given training
mmerical

wration, where many young men received training in that
of work.

However, these projects were all discontinued after Pearl
Harbor, when millions were needed in e taining campe
and in the many wotkshops that the War Department had
established. The young people ho had received .mnmg in
these youth centers were prepared to 80 to work when th

v Statcs entered the . Besent

Washington County in the Seournl World War

Sunday momning, December 7, 1941, this country was
shocked by the terrible news that a Japanese air fleet had
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made 2 rid on Pear Harbor, and that much damage had

e, both in Tives and property. This act, then,
Plonged he United Saie into e towt destructive war of
all history.

‘women from the county into the sevice nearly double the
number dat World War

cline, v a0 sven cars e placed under
sries rationing, for which 2 board had also been created
These boands seved patioicall and well during th encire
an Athongh ther prafes ave lile sung. Rundreds of
people served. The Farmers essmen were unani-
fnots in cheir support of a1l war g Tl
made for the ale of War Bonds, of which the quo for the
county was. for the year 1943 alone, but in all drives
e s was awars evermibscribed. Golloetioss of moncy
for the Red Cross were made from year to year, totaling for
the war over 35,00 for the county, and S 100, was Syer
pai

A in former cvn“.\c\‘s, reports of casualties soon began
o comevin, many of them fatal, Thus again many homes
were nddened: The ft fne Jad from hepe 1o, ol i iy
. conflict was James F. Dillon of Brenham. Yes, the blood of
our young men made crimson the soil of Europe, Asia, Africa
and,the idands of the sea
my efforts to get a complete list of our fallen heroes,
1 wu 5 Umsble to get oy Tomthar Slumheacon, than the Touk
of cach. Such daia as reginent, company and the like 1y
unable to get, Perhaps there has not s yet been enough i
clssify them chus, [ sincerely hope that mone s omit.
ted. The total that was given me is ﬁ(':y forty-three in the
Army and seven in the Navy, as follow:
ARMO: Lad Bednar. First Sergeonts Stexe Bilsid, Cor
R ik Duck S Sexgeans, Blmond E. Cordes, -
B bt o Dannhaus, Staff Sergeant; James
Privare First Class; Raymond Eickenhorst, Staff Sergemk:
Emet Flentge, Saft Sen crgeant; Wallace B. Gasek, Private;
September Harris, Jr., Private; Arthur C. Hartman, Lieuten.
ant; Edwin H. Hoefelmeyer, Private First Class; Harold C.
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Hohlt, Private First Clas; James Inglehare, Liewtensat;
Henry W. Jensen, Technician, Fifth Grade; Kenneth Krag,
Lieutenant; Albin Kmmﬁ.l, Private Fim Class; Litde C.
Sergeunt: Canl HL. Nuter, G ey . Naumann,
anmc First Class; Louis C. Nie meyer Private First Class;
eodore Nowak, Private;

wak, ax , Private Fimst
s 1. D. Grady Pike, Priaie Fi. o Ernes 1 Reich-
andt, First Licutenant; Lee Roy F. Rosenbaum, T
Sexgeant; Joc Roues Coptasns Viier 1 e Fint
ok A Sandzxpl’nvue Fns((}lzu“gc
fer, Gox o H 1. Shlotrman, Serpeans Poaver .

vate Firw s, Herbert F. S m;le

v 1 ot emlinson. Sergean; Willnnt Devione

Private First Class; William ‘Turner, Aviatios (kdx:
Dellie O. Ullrich, First l.lc\n:nant' C’a-rﬂwe Win'ndn
Sergeant Pilot (R.CA.F); Esque Washington, First Licuten

t; Chestor . Wtwlek Stxg!znl, Felder Wilson, Private;
Fra n.k T. Zlcnmk

o
E
i
§
£
:
73

ames F. mum, Saft Sezgunt, USMC; Tommie Harris,
Mess Autendant 2, USN: L. G. Lauderdale, Sweward's Mate
465 USNR; Ralph Waldg Nichuhr, Ensign, USNR; Nathon
on Lonnic Sicbel, Aviation Radioman 2c, USRS

“Fioally victory came onet moes brave men and
women at the front and to those who remained at home to
keep the war machine e g0ing at fll specd. People were once
more thankful that this awful struggle was at an end, and
that peace had come to our commeny The wisions question
this time was: “Can we keep the peace?”

Legislators From Washington County

ashington County for over a century has been fumi-

mg om0 epresen the people n the - Legidacuire of Texas
in the itcd S

s the co\mty i e o lomger ¢ i, a5 el a3 those

that are now mete villages, in the days t men 1o our

legislutive bodics. In some cascs in the Lot of representativey

9 Tnfommation by courtesy of Veterans Affairs Comamlslon, Austin,
5
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goven below, the representaive hails from a town not in
ashington County. In such 2 case the district was made up

of oo more countes Tt i alio of imeret o observe diat

for

of fourte:

n years this cou

cesented
seven Smes by & eolored Fepresencative, The inllowmg list
Of state representatives 1 obtzined through the c

the State Librarian at Aus

segrs.
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IN. THE CONGRESS

.
& v REPRSSENTATIVE  DISTRICE crTY.

2 um Giddiog, D- . 10(Tex) Breotioma
0075 10129 Buchwan LB M0 Dresiam

IN THE SENATE

[ - [R—
B0 L6 Howom Sm Tas  Tedependenc
Washington State Park

the close of the nineteeath century Old Washington-
m—ﬁw}i‘nm had shrunk t a mere village, Some of the old

time to identify thew while those who spots of
these historic and structures were still Yiving. Under
the ip, therefore, of Superintendent E. W. Tarrant

evected on the site where the old blacksmith o
in which the Texas Declaration of Independence was signed
on Mareh 2, 1635, The collction of funths went o weh
great enthusiasm, and on July 4, 1899, the monument was
Toveiled with 2 ceremoni

But this was only the beginning of 2 movement to pre-
serve historic places and perpetuate them in the memorics
of posterity. On April 1, 1914, the Young Men's Busincss
Association of Brenham passed a resolution asking the Legis.
Tature of Texas to esub‘lsh and maintain a gm at Old Wash

were led to make up the money for a_monument to be
shop had stood

of lack of time. It was passed during the alled scson shat
followed immediately Sher the regular session, and
signed by Governor Jemes E. Ferguscn i he ;pnngnf 1915,
Thi tk, which was established by
lature ey Yo, s Foche o e bk of e B River,
t cast of the town. It is provided with driveways fined with
a0
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shrubbery, and there are hundreds of pecan trees planted
along the tiver bank. Here is the monument commemorat.

In this park is also a replica of the old blacksmith shop that
as the convention that occasion. The home of
President Anson Jones has been moved iato the park, and &

red granite in memory of George Campbell Childres, the
author of the Declaration of Indapmd!;nh::, and here is a
stone and bronze monument to the memory of the signers
of the Declaration o Independence and the delegarcs o the
convention. Sixty are inscribed-on this monument.

At this park was celebrated in appropriate manner, undex
the spansorship of the American Legion, Buddy Wright Post
No. 48, the Centennial of Texas Independence in March,
1936. That celebration was given cognizance by the churches
of Washi

from other states attended. A number of distinguished guests
came on the Sunday preceding the main celebration. Among
these guesis were Governor and Mrs. James V. Alired

guests were given a special escort to their host's residence by
the local cavalry troops.

Ater 2 tour of sightseeing of historic places in the county
that day, “this group visited Blinn College, where President
C. F. Schmidt made 2 short talk about the college, whereupon
Mss. Anderson introduced Governor Allred, who in aum
inwoduced Governor LaFollette, who delivered 2 short
address”®

On March 2, 1936, a grand parade was staged in Bren-
ham, after which the paraders went out in a body 10 Wash-
ington Park, swhere thousands of visitors had already gath-
ercd. Here Governor Allzed, with appropriate words, pre-

0 Breaham Banner-Peess, March 2, 19%.
a1
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sened the American Legion with fags o Spain, France and

“Other distguished guesis who cume o the celcbragion
were former Governor Pat M. Neff and the, Honorable Cul-

exal for the Texas Centennial Commission. These gentlemen
swere dhe guests of State Senator and Mis. Albert Stone of
B

A number of local, state and nations represencaives to
the Gentennial spoke at the park that day. The Brenham

n
men who were present. The Brenkam BannerPress pub-
1hed 3 specil e om that eckarion’

Pioneer Graves in Washington County
“There are always those who are interested in the burial
places of our pioneer people. A number of graves of
of Texas are in rhe ‘one or the odlEr cemet of this county.

are those of people of the Texas Revolution or prior to that
time; nevertheless, we think that they arc entitled to be men-
tioned in this connection.

Chomas and Anng Mfleck” s reads e insripion on
ave a

cig!
Railway wrack. There is no date of birth or death on the
According t information reccived from T, D, Affleck of
Galvenon, & grandson, Thomas Altack moved 1> Washing-

sather large plamtation in the northern part s,
e Arkin ACO: ot
“Mother

own at’
aumt of M. Jane Lon, histoically Known 1 the
of T

OAKLAWN CEMETERY
(About three miles east of Gay Hill)
“Reverend . W. Miller; Born November 25, I815; Died
42
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April 29, 1888." Reverend Miller founded Live Oak Fem:
Colicge i 1851 at Gay FL, and operasen b 61 v s choced
iw 1875,
Blzaheth Scot Steware wife of Reverend J. . Miller
November 10, 1825; Died August 20, 1

IN PRAIRIE. LEE. CEMETERY. AT B](ENH.AM
Gronc Wastinaron Perry. — teran.
Bora in Tennencs, Apil 7/ 1812 Dud ]nly ERIN
Rev. xander. in Murry Godmy,
T Augen T, 1811 Joined. m Teanesse Conference
1840, and was ramtencd o Tesas e o mision ikl in
1587} was 2 member exas EGS.
o s organiztion ll he died Apit 5, 1552, in Chappell
o e
Burizd with him on the same lot are: Eliza P. Alexander,
his wife, March 20, 1821 to August 30, 1875. Fannie A. Lide
Cimpbell aaughtcr, November 11, 1846 to November 11,
e Ayess Lide, Aprl 7, 1575 to January 19, 1995,
.uu:m of Robert Alexander and the Early Methodist Ghurch

in Germany, De.
cember 3. 1891 Dt oy 15 1918 Pt o s
and pioneer Texas minister of the Methodist Church,
Rererend Wil Plaefle. “Bom Septcaber 10, 155,
in Baden, y. Dicd in 2 storm at St. Paul, Minnesora,
Jube 1 1850 Fit Guancial agent of B College and
joneer' Texas minister of the Methodist Churd

IN INDEPENDENCE CEMETERY
Lewis Krastz, —“A San Jacinto veteran, Born in Ger-
many. Died i 1657
cncesl James Wille,“Born in Georga, Jamuary 5,
1825 B I Howwn. Teum s Auorney General i
Text, 18501857, member of the i i Legishure i the
Representatives, 1845; officer in the Confederate

argaret Lea. - Wit of Sam Houston. Born Apeil 1,
1819. Died December 3, 1867." In the cemetery clos to the
old Baptist Church.

e of Temple Les. May L 1180 to -
ruary 7, 1864 She is the mother of Mr. Sam Houston.
Buried close (0 the old Baptist Ghurch.
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IN WASHINGTON CEMETERY
John William Smith. — “Soldier in the Atmy of the
Republic. Member of Congress. First Mayor of San Antonio,

Born i Virginia, 1752, Died in Washingon, Tesss, January
|£,

Beigham. —“Alcalde of Brazoria Mumicipaliy,
185 Signer of Texas Decarasion of 1 ace 1836,
it of the Republic 18561340 and I o in

Died Tn Washingion, Tecss, Toy 5

frroie

IN GRABALL CEMETERY

mexabes of Auin's First Colony. Born
Jmary e, et May 26, 1883,

The County Administration

‘The affairs of the county are in mhmd.ocmoﬂm

missioners Court. The condition in which the coun

Cldtags are depends much on i bady body

of county officals, who are the adminisiatons of county
affairs. They are really not a court, The term court is 2 mis.

‘nomer in this case.

Washington has made a repntation for its frugal
and busineselike adminisastion of “public Fands, in cone
quence of which there has been a comparatively low sate of
county tax. Al along, the Commissioners Court of Washi
ton. County hias consisted of honest and hard-working citi
zens, who have tried to use the people’s tax money carefully
and (o the best advant

is perhaps a reslt of this rugality on the part of their
sy o he peogle of xﬂl oty ather 1k,
conscious, and that such interests a5 good xoads and educa
Tion had to wait Jong in some cases for Anancial support.
Mot 25 by been don, o s s st o e o this
county in the improvement of its lateral Toads and in bring.
ing its educational imterests to their desesving place.

‘The annwal tax ate of the county is here given for the
last. three decades

#
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i 1921 Washingion County compleredshe it concreie
highway built from county line o counsy line in the sta

1 veas 2 stxteneoor wide highvay sonsiucted under the i
rection of Engincer Gus Bracher. To finance the construc-
Lo of this Fighoay, 3 550600 bore wes vorm i Jong
1921. In the late thirties this thoroughfare was widened and

0,
y from east to west. In 1929, Highway No. 36 was
comy ered. e crosses the county from porth [0 soudh, Early
e thirtics 2 third concrete highvay ws built o Wash-
ingion bark- Teis knots as ighvway Np. 60, To build these.
new roads and repair the old ons, addidonal bond ismes
ere voted in 1922 and 1923 in the total amount of one

road buil done in the county. H

tated elsewhere, it is the lateral roads in the county d-m will
Toed o be given atienion In the near a1 give our
farmers mdy access to markess in any kind of weather
condition.

The people of Washington County have always taken a
good deal of interest in their courthouse at Brenham. The
e structure of this Kind was crecied in 1544 when Bren.
tam became the courey sea, In 1552, however, this public

building was replaced by a beter cous
his one gave place 162 thore modern buildio in 1885, This
beautitl builing served the county Tor overa halfcen

¢ finally it oo longer answered the need. In 1938, there.
fore, meajures were Jaken by the Gommmimioners Gours
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Washingion County, with Sam . W. Low as county judge,
20 wreck and. remove the old srrucrure and 1o Tephce i
s bemmdtnt 1 rcproof buitding with simple lines and
built of stec] ed i with concrets and vencered wich
white lrnesona sock. The bofdin f furniture
and equipment, cost npprmumztey ms i e he county
officials moved o the new building in March,

Judge Low, hovever, whose dream the new courth
ariely s B o o e completed; neither did
Sherilf Hoffmann Reese, who passed away the year before.

During the consiruction of the new courthousc, the Schur-
enberg building served as a temporary courthouse.

At the death of ]udge Low, the Commisioners Court ap-
pointed County Attorney Richard Spinn to the highes: office
In'the county, 1nd he has been re<locted every 1o withoue
opvpasi on.
nce an official s elected in Washington County, and
it e ks good,” he wsually holds his ofice for  long
time. OF the former members of the County Commissioners
Court, Mr. Jack Routt of Chappell Hill has perhaps the
longest record of service in that body, having been clected for
the frst cime in 1902 and refusing 10 s reelection in
1940, thys having served thirty-eight years.

Othet county oficials who have made a record of longevi-
ty of service can be mentioned herc. The Jate R. V. Hoft
mann started work as a deputy county o= eolector i [801.
which position he held till 1908, when
iyt fecior, and contimued i thae oo 61 1955 ot
of nmy two years in offce.

M. A. J. Wendt srarted his career in the courthouse in
1908, whesi e was appoinced ed deputy connty derk 100 A
inued in under County Clerk
e Norgan 1 1620, v e wa ceved Fo clerk,
‘which office he held ll 1933, He is again scrving as deputy
county clerk under Travis Philips since 1935, thus having
served, dhus ar fortyone years in the courthouse in various
capaci

Ghers who have had Jong tem of sevice in the county

are Robert Schaw?, who was elected tax assessor in |

Wendt served as treasurer and assessor a total of thirtytwo
6
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years. M. H. Fhlert served as county superintendent from
1655 a 1047,

 present Comumissioners Court consists of the follow-
ing members: Precinct No, 1, Joe Bailey; Precinct No. 2,
. W. Whiddon; Precinct No. '3, Louis Lehrmann; Precinct
No. 4, H. G. Weber.

Other county offcials and other offcials who have no
been mentioned are: Tierman Dippel, Sherif, Travis Philips.
County Clerk; Odis Tomachevsky, County Auorney; Ross-
lee Fuchs, County Treasurer; Paul Klingsporn, Disiric
Clerk; Leslie Williams, District Atcomey; J. W, Suifficbeme,
Conmty Demonstration Agent; Miss Jewsll Batlew, o
Demonstration Agent; H. A. Becker:” Justice of the Peace;
E . Zwememann, Texas Liquor Board; Dr. W. F. Hass
Karl, County Health Offcer

tomeys practicing law in Brenham are A. W. Hodde,
R E Pennington, Albert Stone, Senior and Junior of the
Stone Abstract Company, and Henry T. Lohtmann.

Politics
uring the colomsl penod ere was no sign of parties.
:mong the people of excep such as favored cooj
b e St maorerabte Montion vt

against S thote o e ready to assert their rights. These two
groups for awhile became pronounced, but afier 2 few con-
sultations had been held, the Texans of Anglo-American
were practically unanimous in their opposition to the
Mexican regime.
During the Republic the votezs and the people of Texas
35 2 whole were cither followers of  Houson, who vas an anc
nexat um.sl and a strict economist, or — and this was 3 sl

5ﬁmgm1u1 annexation and tmph 2ed expumsion and b
ing

5.
e rise of political partics in Texas begins with the
carly Tties, wheh peope bogan o ke sies vy or
Governor E. M. Pease, who advocated state ownership of
nailroads; also the KansasNebraska Bill played its ot
sgvins which Senator Sam : Houston fad vored and v
vote was ap| ¥

s o Govirmon Fenses adoiistrsion it Teas
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began to nominate candidates by conventions. Up till then
nominations had been made rather informally by small
Sroups. Both Whigs and Democrats began o hold. romven-
tons, The influence of Houston wat &0 grat in those dars
n both parties voters aligned themselves eicher for or

.gmm fim. The final ct of this politicl slignment was che
ousting of ouston of from office, when he
Tebused 1 take the oath of al‘egunoe 10 the Southern Con-
federacy on the eve of the secession of Texas from the
American Union.

During the time of the war there was practically but one
pary. e Democrtic Parey. But duing the reconsirucion

American way of life was relegated to the

Fround in he South. Al of he leding cvens were dibuan.
chised, and the socdled “capetbag” and d Negro goven.
‘ment vias instituted, a regime which came near bringing total
0 10 the South. It was during these years that Washington
Gounty was represented soven times by a colared representa.
tive in the House of Representatives of the Legislauwre of
Totas and an i in e S s up sl 1887. These
semmperbaggen’ and Negrocs vere then he representatives
o the Republican Party, which had come into existence just
on the eve of the Civil War, e years that the
so-called “Solid South” was given to the county, a political
situation which has not always been conducive 1o the best
interests of the South.

Once the people of the Southern statcs had regained
their mommal status in the nation and could hold thers elee

cratic Party soon had full sway and began to nact
called “Jim Cron Tews, make papmcnt poll tax condltmn
al to a0d cventually pasted measmacs to regulste
“lily white” primary elections for the nomimations of oy
dates, which, in Texas, always means elction. Mot of chese
measures, it seems, have by this time served their purpose
end bad thelz day, lihough the South s not vet ooy 10
give up all of them.

Afer the Civil War, Washingion County politics took on
a Tather conservative trend. On the whole, this has always
been 2 normal Southern county. The great majority of it
people have aluays voted the Demoeratic tcket. There is,

ever, a decided leaning toward the Republican Party, as

4
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was demonstrated in the latest election of November, 1048.
Within the Democratic Parey st in  this county dhe voters

cvera] occasions with that wing. chat 8 1 o
thinking on politien feaes and vosing, For insiance, this
couney s alvays 3 srong Ferguson center, " Lee
ODaniel zlwnys cumied Washington County, ' sup-
ported the “Texas Regulars” i

County in the Years That Have Passed

A volume could be written if only a bricf life sketch were
given of the many cirizens of Washington Gounty who bave
“made i life In some familics nearly everyone made
a record either in business, in politics, in social Life or in
religious accivisies Once ane begins to write biographies of
local cisizens, there is 0 end to that— who deserves to be

Buc there are a few in each community who stand head
and shoulders above the rest in achievements, and evergbody
‘mention.

recognition in connection with their great work, 1 S v
five 2 brif [fe's skech of a few more illustrious sons of
Washington Cour

COLONEL D, G GIDDINGS was born in Susquehanna
County, Pennsylvania, July 18, 1827, the son of James and
Lucy Demming Giddings. e cdlcated in dhaéstate and
before his twenticth year fad taugh s en he
Twenty years of age, he was employed a5 Yo engineer of a
railroad company in that sate Thcee years Iner i v read-
ing law in the office of Fay

In 1852 he came to Brenhm. “Texas, where severa of his
brothers had come before him, and here he became @ Jaw
parmer of bis brodher . D. Giddings

in 1861 Texas seceded with the other Southern

states, . C. Gicdings opposca socciion, 3 e betisved fomt
the Southern states could better get their rights in the Union
than out of it. lowever, when Texas had joined the South-
o Confederacy, be at once joincd the 21sc Toms Caval
a5 a private. Because of his efficiency as a soldier and his

49




HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY

commanding personality, he was soon advanced to the rank
of captain, and when the war clased, he had reached the rank
of licutenant colonel.

Whether in the military service of his country or in civil-
fan service at home, he was always the leader among people.
Therefore, when. during the so-called Reconstruction Period,
the Brenbam Volupteer Fire Department was organized.
scemingly to fight fe but really more to protect the citi-
2ens against oppressive carpethag Tul ek made the st
chief of the department. In 1865 e Glddmgs and Giddings
Bank was organized, in the organization and administration
of which he playel an inportant vole. The tovm of Giddings
was named in his honor.

rip was Jist 35 saong in the palitcal afairy

Gldd\r@: had received 3,000 majority. Giddings was no
o be outdone, but contested the clection of Clark before
and was seated with ting vote.

¥as Tegecred November 4 1874, In Teyas polic he op-
e reelection of Governor James §. Hogg and suppott:
ed Judge George Clark. who was running on a platform of

The csablishment of a public free school in Brenham under
a law that had been passed by the Texas Legistature in 1875,
under which such free schools could be established.
He lived t0 a ripe old age, dying in his home in Brenham,
Augus 1, 1903, 10 remmains vere interred in the Prairic
Lee Cemetery at this city.
Much could be said here about J. D. Giddings, banker,
loghlator, and grest churchman, il whose honor the Gid:
ings Memorial Methodist Chunch, South, of Brenham,
T e v ing i true o the Tte Colonel D. €. Gid-
dings, who was a leading citizen of Brenham and Washing-
ton County for-many yeas. But space will not permit.
WILLIAM WATSON, horticalusis, lived neas Brene
ham the Tatter part of the nincteent He conducted
a nursery about a mile east of e city, oy and sk ipped young
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fruic trees over a large area of Texas. The writer, who was
reared in Gillspie Covnty, semembers distnctly that b

dreds of fruit trees were shipped to that county every winter,
. some of the fime oreharis upy n that coummy had thets
beginning with Watson Nursery trees.

Fir. Watoon publiched the 7iecas Horticulsural Abmanac,
of which, unfortunately, there seem 10 be no copies extant
anymore! His nursery was kv sround here as Rosedale

Nussery, and here is where he produced one of the most
poptiar landscape plants, the Rosedale Arborvitac

“The place now owned by Edwin Schmid stll has the old
‘mansjon snding majestically among a grove of trees on

lace where once thousands of fruit trees and
shrubbery were produced and shipped to all parts of Texas.
For reasons unknown to us, the business was closed the early

at century.
TFIONORABLE JAMES PAUL BUCHANAN was born
in Midway, Orangcburg Councy, Sou Garoline, April 30,
1867. He moved to is parents, who
Chappell Hill, in w..nm.gmn County, in 1867. He anmdad
the district. schools. As a young man, he entered
ment of law of the University of Texas, from which he was
graduaied i 1885, Shorﬂy alter i graduaion, be was ad
mitted to ticed law in Brenham.
elected ji ,usme ol’ the g:ﬂte ofWushmgtm County ﬁom mw
was prosecuting attorne X
when he was ot dirn attomey of the twenty-first Jmﬁ

In that year he was clected to presentatives
of the Texas Legistatute, where he served till 1913. That
year he was elected gress 1o succeed the

Albert Sidney Buzleson, who had resigned.

Congresstman Buchanan was a popular leader and well
liked in this county and district, because of his democrati
spirit and_ because of the inerest he took in his peaple as
their sepresentative. He wes clected cleven tmes o the
same position in Congress. In the Flouse of Represent
owener, he did ot Boid the same tak 21 thise yeans. For
‘number he was chairman of 2 subcommittee on
agticulture, and during the laer part of his membership i
the House, he held the chairmanship of the powerful House
Appropriations Committee. He sponsored. the bill through
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Congress under which the Buchanan Dam was Snally eon-
strucied in the Colorado River i Bummet Co unty, th
having been namc in his honor, He died February 22,1987,

was buticd in Prairie Lee Cemetery.

“Firsts” in the County
The people of Washington County have tken pride in
being first in several events or movements in the state. We

cannot vouch exactly for alk of these as being bistorically cor-
e, bue a8 much 4 we can find our they av.

In Washington County, and at I dcpuldenté, was located
Baglor University, which was the s universty chirtered
in Texas, namel

With that umvzn;ltv was aleo exablished the Baylor Fe
male College, which almost from
separaze instcation, making it the first Jemale college i
Texas.

The mailroad chartered by the county in 185 seems o
be the first vensure in railroading by a county. This ail
Tond, 35 saicd o ieutere, was built by i dounty From
Hempste

T 1975 the crirens of Brenham creaced. the frsc public
school Mdistrict. under a law passed by the Legistature that
vear. The district is still number one.

The citizens of Greenvine lay claim to two firsts. The first
gas well in Texas was brought in near thac village, and the
first_nickel siore was operated in that village, according to
old setclers there.

1, Washingeon County completed the first concrete
‘highway in’the state from county line to county line.
counties had built a few miles of such highways, This one
s over thitty miles long.

In 1957 this county created the first county-wide junior

college district in the state.




CHAPTER T
TOWNS AND COMMUNITIES

Extinct Towns

There are records of towns that once existed and flour-
ished in Washington County, but or reasons not ko im
every case, they have disappeared,  jome completcly,
i e e spot of thelr former activiics.
MONTVILLE, the size of which is not known for cer.

town remain.

MOUNT VERNON was located on the road between

Long Point and Brenham, 1t was the second county seat. of
ington County from 1841 tll 1844, when Brenham was

selected by popular vote 2 the permuanent gea of the Dollnty

government. Early writers speak of Mount Vernon as havi

S eounthouse, 8 1, sthoots and. chusehes, 2 mel a8 many

‘happy homes.

MUSTANG is mentioned as one of the early towns of the
county. No particular records have been found by which
details could be reported here concerning this ceater of carly
activit

TIGERTOWN is mentioned among the carly centers of

population. It seems to have been the seat of wealthy plan-
tation owners, It was located on one of the many hills of
Washington County six miles west of Brenham.

ROCKISLAND, ocated on the west bank of the Brazos
River about fiftcen miles south of Washington, had an acad.
emy that had a statewide reputation, Rockisland was the

1 Grusendort, 4 Century of Education in Washington Counts, p. 6.
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home of wealthy planters and, because of the academy, was
inbabited by caltpred citzens. Tn 1856 the town was isted s
onc of in the county.

TURKEY CREEK, imporiant énough o be a candidate
in 1844 for the county seat, is one of the wwns that once

the county. We know this because of the instructions to the
committee o locate the new county seat. No competitor for
this honor could be more than two miles from the center of

the county.
UNION HILL s said to v becn 3 bonder tonm an the
about two miles northwest of the € town of

Bon. Tod B 1 schoo, chareered on, Fobruary 1. 1858,
5. name was “Union Hill High School.” The town
began 0 go down in busiacss aud population when the Hous-

ton and Texas Central w: Brer

Burton and Austin about T o 1675, e was Tted 55 ome of

ney.
“WARREN, a small village, is said to have flourished for
some years at the month of New Year's Creek.

Present-Day Towns and Communities
‘WASHINGTON-ON-THE-BRAZ(

id out as
wnicipality in July of the
3 unique history, long and honorable. When
the R<voln|im1a17 Comyention met there on March I, 1836,
Washi just a frontier village of about one hun
inhabivanes. A modern convention ‘would very likely dzspau'
if it had to meet under such conditions as were found in that
sl village. nm were no hotels, no library facilities that
are really necessary for a constitutional convention, not even
s god ballin Y which the delogates could meet and work. Bat
these pioncer satesmen were not frightencd by inconten-
iences. Most of them very likely had brought wi
blanket or two to keep themselves comfortable for the mgl\l:
How they e fed in that small village was 2 problem which

en
held in a blacksmith shop owned by Noah T. Byars. This
building is said to have been mhrmshcd and there were
1o doors nor windows in the opening

The comention had t work fa for seversl ressons
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Something had to be dane to crystallize sentiment, and a defi-
nite objective for which al patriots could fight had to be sct.
Richard Ellis was chosen chairman of the convention and

H. S. Kimball secretary. Upon motion by George C. Chil-
dress a committec of five was appointed by chairman Ellis
o draft a declaration of independence. The members of the

Cominitiee mre Jamos Gairbe, Bafiey Hardeman, Eavvara
Conrad and Collin McKinney, with Childress s chairman.
1t s genersly agreed that Childress wrote the declaation of
independen

The comention, which met 2t tis new fronier place

ediced in 2 way the imy 1d play dur-

B e of e’ 1}” exas Ilcy\lhhc Bemg Tocated at the
Washingeen soon

st
county seat of Washington County and was one of the capi-
tals of the Republic, when President Houston, by proclama-
o during his sccond term, moved the deparcments of the
government

he
Congress here by proclamation. At Washingron, Hous-
ton delivered his valedictory, and here President Anson Jones
was inaugurated and here he carried on che fanctions of ihe

il the annexation convention was called to meet
£ i, Tl 4, 1895,

When President Houston had made bis call for Congress
to convene at Washington, the question 2s to a building in
which i could meet was a serious one. The Jargest and best
bmld;ng in thatfcle town vas Hafield'sgrocery, o sloon.

much in use and a
ive up fo dny ofher purpose tham i was: m,.g, E"i T
finally rented o the House of Representatives. Th
il was ot srendened, Dt there was a lage hall on the
second fioor, which was rented to G . To make it less
convenient to get to the saloon, the stairway was removed 1o
the outside of the building

In chis hall, which had been worked over somewhat
the meetings of Congress, was held the inaugural bail o
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President Anson Jones in 1845, said to have been the. ‘only ball
of this kind ever held during the existence of the Republic
of Texas.?

In 1837, Bishop Hedding of the New York Conference
ointed Dr. Martin Ruter, Reverend Robert Alexander,
i Dr.

the hall above the saloon and announced that he would
preach there the following Sunday. The gamblers sent him
‘word that the hall had been rented for other purposes and
that he could not preach there. Mr. Alexander, being a man

‘brimstone and fire sermon, after which practically everyone
came to the front (o shake his hand.

Tt was at Washingion in 1838 that Dr. Martin Ruter
joined in marriage the Reverend Robert Alexander and Miss
Eliza Peskins Avers. Miss Ayers, soon afcer her arrival fn
Washingion, had organized a Sunday school, in which she
was active for years.

Dr. J. W. Lockhart, who moved to Washington in 1839,
Tived in the county sixty years. He wrote an interesting
description of a spring scenc in the county, a part of whi
description we quote here:

During the months of April, May and June it was onc
vast bed of flowers. Nature seemed to have one handful of

2] K Holand, “Reminiscenoes of Old Washington;" Soutiwestern
Hisoriial Quarterly, Vol 1, pp. 52.95,
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‘mixed flower sed, and have sctired them broadcas over
e fils and vallys of he rich country.
reundwerk of the vas Fowes bod vas 3 besutifal
bhoe 5 ll\lnspened with all colors, shades and varieties of
laces were 10 be seen great beds thrown up
aulzgwdmer ad exerced all his skill in their formation,
and to 2dd sdll more perfectio

iser i o be scen n these besuifal sarroundings.”s

Dr. Ruter and Reverend Alexander would bave frequent
mectings in Washingion, where they would discuss plars for
the ex: work in Texas Tn this place
Dr. Ruver wrote s Tast o0 1o in the
spring of 1855, for on May 16 of the m ¢ you he died 2t

‘ashington, where he was buried. His remains were later
ken e e e permanent resting plam

Those were the days of camp meetings. The first one held
on the Washington cirxit s in July, neap Independence,
on Cedar Creek. It is said that there- undred conver-

citizens of Washington Count

It generlly agreed by lt Baptis: hisorians it the
firse churcl of theis denomination. was, orgamised. at Wash
ington ot the Brazos in 1837. The canlicatBapist mimiseer
known 1o have come to Texas wis & Reverend Bays who
seems, b " never to have organized a church. Another
Baptisc minister whe cam here peon o the independence of
Texas was the Reverend Thomas Hanks, who came here
‘ennessce jn 1820. He is said to have presched in the
Home of Moses Shipman, and. under bis praching the vie

of James Allcvm a deacon, was conver
The Re . N. Morrell, a Tennesum cme 1o
Texas in Decomber, 1835 e had served o pastor in his

e 1 i, Rabet. disender and e Bary Mthodis Ghceh
in T e
 noid, p. %
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native state for fourteen years. He presched his firt sermon

‘exas 10 2 group of Tennesseeans who had sctiled on the

Brases I 1837 he moved his amily to Washingion, Here he

found 2 sumber of Bipmu. among them H. R. Caremell,
Richard Ellis and J. R Jenkins.

Somen Eroccedcd to comblish 2 church 3¢ Wakbingion s

eight members. This congregation is ssid 1o have been. the

ad
for aid. Th:mpome ‘will be discussed in connection with the
‘Baptists' activities at Independence.

It was at Washington, also, that the people of the county
met in mass mecting to endorse the annexation after the
Congress of the United Sates had pused a jont. reslution
offering terms of annexation Republic of Texse, The
Tesoludon that the people of Wash ington County passed at
the mass meeting approved annexation without resrence
1o the wishes or concurrence of any foreign or European
power,” and they urged President Jones to convene Congress
Tomedisicly 1o ke accion on the master.

seems almost significant that. Waingeon should be
the pla(e where independence was declared and a oo nation
was bom, and that it should also be the ere the
Republic was ended, to become a state of the ot Sater
1t is intercsting w note how Congress voted on the an-
nexation question. President Tyler had tried once before to
(Texas by reaty, but at that ime failed to g enough
votes in the Semate 10 get the treaty ratified. When James K-
Polk had been elecied i 1544 on, the Hase of swesacion:
President Tyler ied once more while still in offce after the
election, and this time he called Congress into joint session
consider the mateer, in this case only a simple majority
being acceway o carry the measure.
The politial partics represented in Congross at thae

time were the Democrats and Whigs, with one or o inde-
5. Tt seem that these party members were precty well
distributed over all the states. But wherever the Whigs were

found, they voted overwhelmingly against annexation, and
the Democrats voted solidly for it. After the discussion and
debates on the question, it was found that the Senate had
given the annexation of Texas a majority of two votes and
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the House a majority of seventeen votes. Three Whigs in
the Senate voted for the measure, and these votes came from
che Senators from Louisians, Mississippi and M:mun In
other words, had President Tyler twibd. the tiaty method
again, he could not have carried the treary r.hmugh the
Senate

L center of Washington County. as well
s ot Lhe R:Kmbhc, vas Indey ., only about ten miles
west of d that Washington took con-
siderable mwml T clcason it i geographical limits.
Mention is made in old records that a Ms. ]aak ‘Hall ungh:
school there in 1857, Washmgum College

the same year. T was probably never operatcd above academy
Tank. T 1595, 1. b Rucker opened 2 schock a shors dntancy
south of Washington. This school assumed the hame of

“Academy.” It was primarily designed for

In 1834, there was in operation  girs’ academy, conduct.
od by two Misscs Sims, who had come there from South
Carolina. The date of the dlosing of the school is not re-
corded, buc it scems that by 1850 the school was m0 longer
operating

o Washington was important as a shij
for a mumber of years seetns evidint from the Followiag Wrie.
ing, which we quote;

t (1959, 2 Washingion Edicor called 2 public
ith the view of concertiog measures for

duction of a steam boat into our xer, 10 ply between this

place and the mouth” He was of the opinion that boats

swing six 10 eight feet of water could pavigate the iver,

n st waimproved contition, eight months i the year, and

those with a drafc from o 10 three feet the entire year

Washington, on September 10, appoinied 3 commitee 1o
solici sdbscipuions Tor the purpies of payiog. 4
of the first boat thas shall make our landing."s

There was little done to clear up the river, it seems, but

& Groendont A Ceniur of Edcstion In Wasinglox Couny
© S . i +Tho it of Buttl Bayou.” . 105, A
Historial Quarterly, Vol. XLVIL, Jaty,
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the newspay ip the that
early in o e 0 somien? Wsang phwed up the
river, apparently in order to collect the mmcnpnm;, for it
had ittle Freight on board. Leaving Washington, the boat
s sid o e continued up the et 1o 0 Fort Sallivan, which
was due west o the presen

e o o crtfe were. conscd a Bissburgh,
Penmglvania, for segular service of the ver. They w
named Brazos and Washington, and cach made but two mpa,
e which ey had to b6 el o mect e

m 1849, reports state that as many as three boats were
tied to the whatves of Washington at one time. Among. e
was the S. M. Williams, said to have been a very lavge st
boat. Rutherford B. Hayes, later President of the United
States, was passenger on the 5. M. WWilliams on the Brazos
River in December, 1848. The next month in a speech he
spoke of the new boat on the Brazos River. In Toss, the
seambost Mogoli, loaded with coton from Wy
Ferry, made a run from Washington to Velasco.

Severalevens in the hisory of Washingionon-the Brazos,
‘however, resulted in checking ber growth and development,
and finally in bringing on her deterionation. After che cre

ashington County and the loss of the territ
cast of the Brazos River — by the creation of Monigomery

County in 1837 and Brazos County in 1841 — the Congress
of the Republic, while in session. 2t Washin on, rnoved the
county scat to Mount Vemon, and ordered a commission,
appoinied fo that purpose, (o find a centrally locaed place
for the county government. Brenham and several other towns
were candidtes for that honor, Brenham winning, in 1844,
is change at ance began 0 take away from the importance

Ratlroad to build to their oy, Aftes the Talrond was buile
to Navasota and Hempstead, and had begun to divert busi-
ness Erom Washington ¢ other ceneers Ker chisan b o
‘wagon bridge across the Brazos, for $30,000, to connect their

town with the railroad at Navasota. But they failed to take
advantage of ho-one opportunity of gewing direct railroad
connection to_their town, and indirect ways of doing this
Jater helped litde.
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events, this historic lown began to decrease

in popuhnon Many of her citizens now moved o Brenham,

the new county seat, and.to other more conveniently located
conters. Today Washinton bas shrunk 103 meve vnl]zg: The

only fmportance yillatached to i i s hiscori

and becanse Washingion State Park i lotated here

INDEPENDENCE, up 1o the time of the Declaration of
Independence keiowa ss Cole's Sestiement in honor of Judge
J. P. Cole, was one of the carlicst towns of the county. Tt was
the home of many dlisinguished citzens, among whom were
Dr. Asa Hoxey, James L. Dallas, the prosic resident and faculty

members of Baylor University and others.
lived there for a number of years, and it was e oo e
s bapized by Dx. Ratus d ; Burleon when he foined the
in 1854. Mrs. Nancy Lea, mother of Mis. Houston,
e s dic theve St gave the bell, still cxisting, to the
Baptist Church there.

Independence became the “Athens of Texas™ in its carly
history. The first school of which we have any records dhere
s & girls boarding school, esiablished in 1835
Frances Trask, of Glouconcr, Mosachusetie. Tt scims o
this school was succecded by the Independence Acdemy,
chartered on June 5,

There were a few sunacd Baptists among the early colo-
nists in Texas. As early s Augunpsl 1839, a small group of
this denomination established 2 church at Independence.
‘We find such names among the fst members as John, Ivy,
Mary and Janetie McNecse, J. | and Biddy Davis, THomas
and Mary Tremier, O. H. P. Garrett, ). L. Garret and wife,

lmr

The fist pastor was the Rev:reml Thomas Spraggins,
1830, Ariong; the Tater 1t of pasors, D, Rofos . Basison
served that congregacion fror 1854 unel 1955,

In response to an appeal to the Baptist Board of Foreign
Missions in the United States by a small congregation or-

nized at Washington, 1887, chis board sent the Reverend
Fon €0 Texas. He arrived at Galveston January 25,
1510, 3 coaiiot s s there, and then went into the
interior of the Republic of Texas. With him the Baptist
Church really had its offcial bkgmnmg in Texas. Under him
the Union Baptise Awociation was formed, October 8, 1840,
ot Travis, Autin County. To ihis asemby the churches of
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Tudependence, in Washington County, LaGrange, in Forene
County, and Treavs in Austin County, sent deleguis ¥
five years the Reve fuckin was business m:

Baylor University, i s oo was <o ot
Independence.

The old Baptist Church at Independence, organized in
1839, is still functioning after having done 5o for over a cen-
ey, Ie has become 2 seliglousshtine, to which Baptist from
all over Texas make a pilgrimage to worship there at least
once 1 year

Independence grew in importance when, the Bapisc
Church built Baylor Umvers\ty there in both of its branches,
the Main University and the Female College. This otivn:
ion was chartered on Auguse 1. 1845, by the Congress of
Texas Tnsracton was begun on May 18, 1946, with KL ¥
Gillet 25 the only tacher. o the fall of dhat
of control anthorized the employment o an as e, e
L. Graves was clected the fes president of the mstiution,
‘o begin bis dutes in Felmary, 1847 A oul of sew
pupils wexe reported enrolled for the first sessi
"The contror of Baylor Universicy was oxigionlly vesied in
the Texas Baptist Education Society. In 1848, however, the
control was transfered to the Texas Baptist Convention.
The University expanded its activities right along up to
the Givil War, Tn i caly activitis, H. F. Gillet was 3
rominent leader, first as an justructor and then as a direc-
tor of the Preg:n ment. He resigned in_1848.
Elfors were mte n 540 oo svabih o Department of Law.
However, there are 10 Tecords to show that this department
as opersted a that tmes it vas atually esablished in 1957,
Room and b years are quoted at seven to eight

doliars 8 month.
Or June 17, 1851, dhe Reverend Rutus C. Burleson was
elected president of Baylor University. The following.
Howerer Flaer Horaee, Clork e sbeted granl A
Female Colleg. I seems that it was not G minds
any Baptists as 1o whether they had two distinct insti-
Fartons of higher lesmming ot - Independence, or whether both
‘were under the same administration. That uncertainty soon
brought on a controversy between the heads of these two
schools that did not subside undl these institutions were
% different centers.
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It scems that the emphasis in those days was placed on

O ety duntn:r for admission to the University
sather than o0 scholarship. No stadent was admitted unel
he In this the early church

schools

e the goal o all educadion. Yo Sossration hat develops
only the [y  and not characeer, tarns out on the world
a dangerous hum

Tike il other maitugons of learning, Baylor University
suffered dusing the sears of the Civil Was. In 1866, however,
cach of the two institutions was placed wnder 3 separsie
board. Dr. Burleson had resigned in 1861, to take ch:
Waco University, and Elder G. W. Baines was clected przsl—

Baylor. Dr. Crane held this ofce
Baally moved to Wator in 1558 and th Fermmle Cotege o
Belton, Texas, the same year.
Tt was at Independence that the teacher of art in old
'Bzy]m Usiveriy, | &, McArdle panted the now famous
“The Batde of San Jacinto,” which hangs in the
St Capitol a¢ Ausin, lnd:pﬂ\d:ncc tent jiself weell at that
time 1o the painting of this masterpiece, 25 there ga
there from time to time the most prominent suryivors of

OF the many old homes in or near Independence, nearly
al ot which have disppeared, there is ne il standing and
ome of John Hoblett Seward (1822
1392) and Lanra ]me Robers Seward (1836-1920). It is
about one mile town. Erected in 1835, it is built
of hand-cut
GHAPPELL HILL, so named after Robere Chappell,
s known s arly as 1640 1.2 rading point. Among s caly
inhabitants were Robert Alexander, one of the founders of
the Methodit Epizcopal Church n Texas; H. 5. Thrall, au-
Histoy of Methodiom in Texasy O. Figher: T T.
Kavanaugh; F. C. Wilkes; George W. Carter; William Hal.
sey; C. C. Gillespie and others. The town was incorporated
April 7, 1856, wich John D. Wallis as mayor.
st found its way into Texas during the colonial
period, when all denominations except the Catholics were
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unwelcome. With the coming of Methodism, the problem of
stablishing fustiutions of eatning developed als, or wher-
¥ Methadises went, they taught and prosched. o smawer
i challenge, the Chureh sene Dr. Maeim Ruter 0 Toc
in October, 1837,
Dr. Ruter was born at Clinton, Massachusets, April S,
1785. He entered the New York Conference in 1801 ac
a5e ot sixean, mdsml:d & missonary 1o Montreal, canada,
caving Canada, he served important pastorates in
e New Enghnd Conterence gl 320, Thas yeu e s i
en charge of the newly established M
in Cinclangst, Ohio. In 1828, be [t gt
Augusta College, Augusta, Kentucky, where he served till
W year be accepted the presidency of Alleghany
College at Meadville, Penusylvania. Here he served till his
appointment by the General Conference to the work in
Texas Dr. Ruter went 10 work with mach eal. Be sarveyed
he whole situation i Texas and made bis 16port o the nes:
ence as 1o what he had found. But his work was
short by his sudden desth, 3 s been siated before, Posertty
his good work, in that the town of Rutersville
s memory, 2 vas the instucon of learing
that stood there for a number of
Avprivate scaderny had been evablihed at Chaprpdl Hi
by W.P. Wilson and J. W. Dunn. The school w
1852, it separate bitldings for boys and gris. In Tovk e
school was transferred 10 the Methodist Church. It reported

Hill, with a board of trustees consisting of Thomas B. White,
. T. H. on, J. W. Whipple, Richard

Cravford, Jas. Mel.eod, Ro a5, H. S. Thrall, L. D.
g5, Wi 11, J. C. Wilson and William G. Webb,

ia
T otcion e e e jurisdiction of the
nierence

en Soule University had been established, the Chap-
i College, which, s stated abore, Tiad been trans
Erved 10 st Church, s now changed into 3
female colleggm e s sl et o et
Chappell HI 11 1012, and was for many yesrs condueeed
s, Helen Marr Kirby, who later was connected with
the University of Texas.
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Soule Universicy e forward with. plans of adding de-
science and medicine, all of which effort was

resigned that year. e years later, 1875, the
i chool was
ty at Georgetown, Texas,
existed in those days, mixed
with culture in a few places, is vwldly deseribed in the fol-
lowing paragraphs, which we quote verbat
v})pdl DAL v bt 1 short disanc down he Brams
1t was the aris

e Anstin: Colons my. Here were located CI Chﬂppsll i re
imale College and Soie Universy. The former vas found.

jgned like 2 Queenl
Wﬂr-hrrhealm by a2, i o the ofd b b\n“ld.mg 35 now use

fs cne-umz 51.7:7. o Soule niversy compas o g
the halls of these ancient institutions
i e Who. Bt st s

Yoraen wo e soms whe. Cabtoned mpi)

From another scerte by the same author, we quote agai

Being 1 docor means somcting in e dage I et
long hard ride on hore ack, with et o
G i that pins ok the oo womeh

T meane sckment o poople Yo, bncw T sbons e SE
hemsclis or of snitary maties It meant bomespun nurs-

ing. the care of the unlettered whites and. of superstitious
bl 16 e Lt pey e foug st b Y.
‘ockhart would be called on man into

u\é black night — filteen miles, often cwenty. One

b e cond s s B beboe s e b
Tollowed for fieen miles hrough sivr botoms the eliive
Tead of a white hors

7 M. Johnie Lockart Wallis, Sisty Vears on the Bracos, p. 56.
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Chappell Fill is today 2 sl town. As in 0 many
other cases ecanomic and other conditions cventually went

odern
blzr_k.nni he )zmla gristmill. On March 25, 1_907, the

mvual deposit of about $300.00. Tt fist president
was T. T. Shaver, who served till 1913. Other presidents
Vere T. S. Smith, 1913.1027: Henry et TS0, W,
Reinstctn, 1981:1953. The presen president is Robert Scha-
e who has servol since 1943, The board of dixctors of he
consisis of the president o die bask, phs L N. Wi
field, vice president and cashier; W. er, second viee
president; T. G. Thorahill, Lhu-dvme pﬂulﬂm(, 0. A. Schatz
and Thusnelda L. Mueller.t
Chappell Hill has an accredited high school in the only
independent school i in the county heides the Bren-
ham' Independent School District. The high school offers
o jears of work, ey i the pupils generally transfer
the Brenham High School to complete their work. The
Mcnmdm Chusch, ctablihed dhere i ploncer days and
mpetus by S Seule e Universi alio a Methodis
msuv.\mon, sl with a smaller mem-
chrch b don pastor.
5 P st Cusch wasorganised on My 28,
1842, on _]\n‘lge Falls place, et Gedar Creek. W. M. T
was the first pasior and T. | Jackson and B. H. Stribling
were the first deacons. The first meeting house was erected
o mils mpthestof town, but years Tater it was destroyed
by a storm. The second church edifice was erected in 1873.
The oungngmmn had some glorious m"alll(nngx of souls
during ics long existence, but today it has o resident pastor?

& Information by courtesy e Scr, Chrappell il
et Comer 00 500
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There s a large Catholic Church, with a parish school
in Chal:ﬁcll Hill, built by the Polish immigrants the latter

LONG POINT. lowes i the navthern et of the coun-

, was a considerable center of business mmq in the past.
Here Jived one of the sate’s great centis, @ bowise, Dr.
Gideon Lincecum, Excerpts of his discussions of soil conser-
vation and diversihcation of ops i "hich he also discusscs
the Texas grasses, are quoted he

y famer who desres may have a fist rate mendow
mm "Dt Tile labor in 0w or dree yea
o s e il tporbing
“eotton, otion. frs e of coton,” are beginning o pe
of the waning seods wherewich 10 stock our s Lands
R son e one e e sl 9 b showed up,
el momseme w0 Il of binging here ot gras o
Bortbern astndss. The granes beie st for Tevss
are aleady Bere. -+ 1t is ot Whely thad matte -
e oo of et any of thesn i the wrong Ja
tude. . . . The mistake lics in our aptitude to think more
of aricles of fonign rigin than of ou own. . . . For af
foreign grasses the soil must be carcfully prepared. Do as
et for our own, indigenons species and the difference in
favor of the mative will be very conspicuous. -

Dr. Lincecum died at Long Point, November 28, 173,
Long Point being too near larger trading centers, it was soon
reduced 1o a very small village.
BURTON, so named afcer John M, Burton, came

into prominence when the Houston and Texas Central Rtk
Toad yas extended wescward from Brenham ater the Civil
War. Burton istoday one of the stall but pros

in this section of the sate It bas 3 w.mdm e mlmb:r of

%19. when, Tlmmu Woron e e resident and served
ill 1939. The present president is William Dallmeyer, who
kceedei . Wmeon G Weeren s seeecd o scr
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since 1918. Burton also has a chamber of commerce, which
bas ben active, more or less, snce ies organization in the
early twenti

Burton is 5 quite a church (own for it sie. The largest
and egation there is the St. Jo!.m s Evangeli-
cal and Reformed Charch, which has 2 meribershi
four hundred. The present church building and arsouage
ere erected in 1804, The presenc paston, the Reverend
N H. Schwengel,says Jrite o Ry ‘building is badly

eeded.

Other active congregations in that town are the Christian

Church and the Bapun Church. Nelther, however,bas st
ent

Services im these Shurches regula

In late years Burtan has b & fully accredited
consoldated rura high chool, The children in the elemen-

and des axe hovsed in a modern buildin
mch s Tocated i aho heast of the town, e the b

des mect in a new bulding of narive stone on the
of Burton. Almath Matthies is the superintendent of
schools and Lary Kieke is the high school principal.

e town has a small yet modem hospital, owned and
operated by Dr. C. E. Soushern. The population of Burton
is abgut 1.000.

GREENVINE was setdled by German farmers and stock-
men soon after the Civil War, Ju the carly hisory of that
settlement there was considerable trouble with professional

orse thieves, who would gather the hotses in the nelghhor-
ood and drie theon o near-by towns 1o sell. Only thzougly
uni and a number of artests was this evil finally
stopped.

Greenvine eventually grew into a prosperous little coun-
1y town with four stores, two blacksmith shops, a cotton gin,
and & pos offce, [ 1879, 3 German Baptit Church was
organized, with the Reverend tor. A few years
T a Latheran Chrarch was organied. resnt pasior

The place has the distinction of bringing in the frst
gas well in Texas and of operating the first nickel store in
ihis section ofthe state, As beter rouds were constructed and
the automobile camme into use 5o that people conld get to the

larger centers to trade, Greenvine experienced the same re-
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sults with other small towns, loss in trade. Today there is left
one store, no blacksmith shop and the cotton gin.

WESLEY is located tight on the border line between
‘Washington and Austin counties. Among its earlier settlers

the

of the church was hand-painted beaurifully by a former pas-
tor, the Reverend Bobuslay Laciak. The first pastor of the
congregation was the Reverend Joseph Opocensky (I814-
1699). Tn 1999, the congregation celobrated its seventy-fith
anniversary.

Tn the course of the years there have been built in the
village of Wesley two stores, a corton gin, and a gristmill. At
present the community has a two-teacher N

THE SALEM LUTHERAN GHURCH is located in the
beautiful Salem community. It was organized in 1356, several
miles farther west than its present Jocation. Later it was
moved 1o its present site, where a sttely stractare oW
stands which was erected in 1912, ander the pastorate of the
Reverend Johannes Mgebroff. This beautiful church has art
windows, 2 spire with a sweet-toned bell, and_comfortable
pews. There is a rather modern educational building on the
grounds, which was donated to the congregation” by the
Luther League. Farther on the western side of the large
grounds stands the parsonage.

he congregation ha ourgrown mest of its facilities, 5o
reports the pastor, the Reverend W. C. Pochlmana, as the
ion counts bershi red, and

the Sunday school enrollment is 237. The congregation plans
to add an eighty-£oot annex to the sanctuary in the near fa.
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e Surzoundings and the church propert are keptin good
condition, #s are the farms and homes surrounding. the

The EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN EBENEZER
GHURCH is located in the Berlin communicy, about thrce

J. Ebinger was its first pastor. The first church board con-
Sisted of F. Ehlert, W. Bohne, Frank Sprecn, and W. Kiel.
Louis Lehmann, Sr., donated eleven. acres for a church site
and cemetery. The fist. chuxch was 3 log bullding erected
at a cost of $800, and it scrved as a parsonage, church and
school. Under Pastor Weidli the present frame building was
erected. Tn 1930 the congregation celebrated its seventy-ffch
anniversary. During the first seventy-five years of its existence
there were 1487 children and aduls buptined, 657 con
firmed, 410 couples married, and 363 persons buried. The

tion has 1o resident at present, but is being
Served by 2 pasor out of mu;’;‘ﬁl‘"

PRAIRIE HILL community consists of substantial farm.
exs and stockmen, who settled. there in the early seventies of
the past cenrury. An annual social event that was instituted
long ago is the Kinderfest (children's festival), which s usual-
Iy held in April. This commuity albo bas 2 shazpshooters
club, that observes this an annual contest among
{ts members, or by inviting an outside club for 4 contest.

Onc of the strong bi bmdmg and uplifing forces in that

oth i the connty,
e ehuehe The - Job's Evangelica Latheran cnmm
which was organized in 1876, is a very acti
Tt was oxganised under the leadesship of Famor ¢ Rodi.
A church and parsonage were built, both of which were de-
{royed by e in 1912 and the present buildings were erect-
<d the same year. The congregation consists of 280 families.
Tt has 96 enrolled in Sunday school, 44 in the Luther League,
and has a strong Ladies Aid and Brotherhood. The Reverend.
P. Gogolin has served as pastor for twenty fve yeary

ZIONSVILLE is 3 comumunity in the portine seestern, part
of the county, on Rural Route No. 3. Farming, stock raising,
and d«lrnn" e e hict nccapaions o the people. It, 100,

, known as Zionsville Lutheran Chuch.
Te s cratahea. i 1870 under the leadership of the Rev.
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Qfmd Wm. Pfﬂ! who served as pastor till 1875, The

«;:ﬁu ted in 1901. Tt is & large frame budld.
mg. mm i annex ex en laxger than the church. The church
has art windows, and a spire with a swect-toned bell. Besides
the church edifice, there is a modern parsonage, as well as
a large cducational building, on the

ta ome of Live
Oak Female College, established by Dr. J. W. Miller in 1851.
The Jchool was in operation under his leadership il 1875.
was the home of such well-known gitizens 23 B Ba
Gﬂle:p\e, A 5. Lipsomb, B, £, Tanvep K.
tead, Thomas Affieck, and ]ohn s«yls b pasL
vun v o s a5 a post office. Today
storcs, @ cotton gin, and 2 mumber of happy homes.
About one mile east of Gay Hill, on the Somerville e bigh-
Jray.is the FRIEDENS EVANGELICAL CHURCH, vl
November 4, 1900, with Pastor Georg: H.
Sicveking, of Birch, and Posor Theodne Schlundt, of Wash-
ington, present for the organization, For a while the congre.
gation worshipped in. the Baptist Church of Gay Hill. Tn
1901, a building committee was appointed which purchased
thee acres of land for a site. This commiltes consined of she
folloving members: Henry Meyer, Max Witlcf, and Her-
an. N

church s dedicated with appropriate ceremonies. A bell
laced in the spire and an orgen installed in the church
i 100 The paster Hvea. iy e ‘parsonage till 1909, when
maiters were reversed, and the Friedens c
that time on, was served by a non-resident pastor, the church
having become a part of the Gay Hill Lyons-Mound Praitic
parish.
The REHBURG SETTLEMENT dates back 1o 1647
for its beginning, when German immigrants came there
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from the old country. It wasformerly known as Unjon H1ll
and had within. jts midst a chartered high school
only a few miles from Burton, it began to e popu-
Iation when the Houston and Texas Gentral railroad was
extended swestward to Burton from Brenham after the
Civil War.

In the community is ST. PAUL'S EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH, which was organized in 1870 under

Pastor F. Erness. The t building was erected in 1892,
I 1920, che congreguion clebrated 5 goldem, and in 1945
i nd, anhi e th

WILLIAM PENN s a rich black Tand Ferm community,
located between Independence and Washington in the
Northern part of the coun. It was settled before the out-
‘break of the Civil War, largely

. As'in all of comm
Tagon County, the chorch has played a prominent part in
the Jife and activities of the people of William Penn. Here s
Iocued the BETRLENEM PVANCELIGAL LOTHERAN
CHURCH, organized in 1360, under Pastor A. Grief. The
presehe church building was erected in 1893, There is 2
rish house on the grounds and 3 parsonage. The
Songregation sonse of 890 commnmums The present
pastor i the Reverend C. J. Ay



CHAPTER IV
BRENHAM

Organization and Development

renhara had its beginning in the early forties of the
ninctcents century. The first building erected was the coure.
house, a two-story wooden structure which stood o the place
fourch, courthouse now sands. ‘The
as

ing lawyers Tesiding here were
Gnddmgs Asa M. Lew msmd others.
“The first horme was erected by Asa M. Lewis in 1844, on a
vacant Tot acros the stret from Mrs. Julia R Siman's place
Brenham grew into importance just about the time of the ill-

. C.

James McRea, William Pressley, W. H. Ewmg, Davxd d Estes,
Jooss Rivers J. C. Mundine, William 7 and Joe M
G. W. Bucharian, W.W. Hackworch, L. Dupuy, Jam

ton, Hugh Sherrald, Joc o N Jo¢ and Johin ‘Tonn, Billie
Norris, John Day, Vardeman Lec, Dr. Blake, Dr. Ware, Dr.
kP K, Captain Early, Mrs. Gray, Mrs. Ewing, Mrs. Faria,

t B. Harris, Johnson Hensley, Alex Simon, James A.

Wilkins, W- 6. Wilkine, W, 5. Higgins, Rafe Fuller, John
Probley, Charles G. Stockbridge, Dr. A. H. Rippetoe, D. C.

3 Mes, R E. Benningion, Hisiory of Brenham and Washington County.
page 3. s
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In his history of Washington County in
address on nly " 1676, Dr Wik Carey Crane, Presidont
of Baylor University at Independence, made the following

anot
of 3 bus s i the Soothen Country, merchants
of hxgh financial skill, and citizens in every walk of life the
peers of any Soushern town. . . .

As is known, Brenham was named in memory of Dr. Rich-

of ip of Texans imptisoned in the Hacienda
de Salado, where Mexic were stationed all around
the prison place. Here the disarmed Texans decided o es-

chance w get away. Rushing the prison gate-
way, therefore, he scize onge from th
o aed st guatd oo fatally wounding a third

one; then he, too, fell mortally wounded. This was on Feb-
ruary i1, 1843, Prison conditions were 5o horrible and the
treatment s 10 cruel diat the men bad bec

‘man ‘and a mmm o mvenuue,

g

- Brenham was
and he fet that he o o
the way for most of his fellow prisoners to escape to freed
renham became the county seat of Washington Count
in 1844, Jesse Farral and James Hurt gave a hundred acres
of land for a town site. The towns that were candidates for

Creck md Indgpmdgnne In the first vote taken, none of a.z
towns had a majority, but Bxenham and Indepen
the number of votes received. In the final contest Brenham
received three more votes than Independence.

Soon after this event, people began to move into Bren-

South was divided into five military districts, Texas being in
7%
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the Efth district. Federal troops were stationed on the eastern
border of Brenham, and the ¢
cious exactions of the
it of the cly is caled vod mdn'y ‘reminder of
nplcisant Reconstruccion days, In 867, when. an epidermic
o ydlow fever mepe over parts of Téay, uhole Tamilies
renthare, a0d many died an untimely
Geath, 1o 1875, 2 devastatng fre destroyed a large part of
the city.
But in spite of all adversities, Brenham, in the course of
time, developed into one of the most complec amall ciie
Fexan Tehas today aarge mumber of up-oda
and grocerystore, several hardware and jewelry ores thees
prescaipiion dragstores several wholcsle grocery and. feed
Stores, three stron ,  number of wholesale ofl stations,
four prosperous florists, beauty shops, barber shops, a cotton

oze
hospitals, thirteen churches, a public Librars, a daily paper,
a radio station (KWHL), two patks, and over seven thousand.
inhabiiznts,

Brenham has today many miles of paved sueets. Only a
few years ago the citizens voted an sl bond isue of
$850.000 to improve and pave more sireets; this
during 1947. The town now compares evorably in this re.

occasions.
Being located at the crossing of the Gulf Colorado and
Santa Fe and the Southern Pacific railroads, and having five
concrete highvuags rudiating rou it, Brontara i  point casy
to ese means of transporiation, the
Ry ean be reached by e at 1
In the early history of Brenham, the city was governed by
council mayor forw of govermment, but in 1920 the charter
weas changed to that of 2 city commission form of government
with a mayor. The cit now is divided inco four wards, widh
& commisioner for each ward. n thissecup of the cicy gov-
ent, the commissioner for the first ward has charge of
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the finances and tax; from the second ward the commissioner
Tooks afte the care of the strecty alleys, parks, and buildings;
from the third ward the commissioner has supervision over

e police and fire de; ; and from the fourth ward,
over utilities, water, lights and sewer.

Besides the e and che ity commisioners, there s
city attorney, a city secretary, a chief of police, a city hea
oﬂicm o Gty engincen, a manager of elaarlc ailies s

mdw of waterworks.

records still exiant, the city government of

Brenham as Such be‘@ with the years immediately after the

Givil War. The earles, Complete records of the £y govetn
ment begin in 1866 and are complece trom there on. OF

ot sentrecondtd e give here a complete Lis of city offcials.

For fack of space, we shll give the names of the mayors only

Trom 1986 0 1867, the following men were officials of the
city government of Breoham: H. C. McIntyre, mayor; . C.

. B ohn P. Key, and Claudius e

A Jefirics, sicreary and . Groen, marshal

(et following men scrved as mayors of Brenam trom

1869-1870, Peter n.ua, 1870-1871, S. S. Hosea:

i 1873, F, A, Wiliams; 1970577 B sm!ﬂcy, 18771578,

J. T. J. O'Riordan; 1878.1883, M. P. K 31905, 1. A

Willfims; 1905-1913, William Lusk; 191519!5 e G

1151910, William Lusk 101919, A. A. Hacker; 1950

1984, T.

g 341945, Reesc B. Lockett.
The pmem iy oficias as a5 oo . . Dalm

eiss, secre.
wary; W. 1 Embrey, city attorne ur s-zmbe:g, clnd of
police: Dr. R & Hasdlaxl clty health offcer; B. 5. Graco
yade, city engineer; George Cushman, manager of oo
Broesche, assistant manager; and H. T.
Fitves mpenmmdsn( of waterworks.

Special mention might be made of the Brenbam Fire
Deparament because of the important parc it has played in

the affairs of the ci s
Dusing the Reconstruocion d ys, when 2 Federal army
was encamaped.in the casiern part of Brenham, 3 fire was
Sareed 847, by some. soldiers as su a6t of venibation For
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some supposed violation of army regulations by the citizens.
Considera Tible ble damage was done by the fire. Therefore, as a

protection. for the citizens, an organization was
pertected, Sbiously o fight fre, but perhaps more for gen
eral protection. Right after this 2 company of twentytwo
men Eormed 3 book o e force, Then. these o argani
zations together constituted the beginning of
Fire Depariment.

‘These fire fighters purchased the first steam pumpes cver
bo«gmm'[cxzs.hwummeuﬁ after th of the
century. During the Galveston sorm, in 1900, the roaching

was smashed when the city hall was blown over. The machine
mth:nkmhackmN w York 1o be rebuilt. It is still in
existence,

In 1911, the company was reorganized under it
name, with oty hree mambers s T. . Moo & Kot
and Dan Hoffmann as sccretary. The latter served as secretary
ll 1947,

_ In I911, the department purchased a $5,000 Webb Com.

ion Hose and Chemical truck, which served tll 1921, Tn
1923 the ity parchascd a 600 gpm LaFrance . Other
equipment was required as time went on, and today the de-
has seven pieces of fire-fighting s cautpment, whick
includes a small service truck, a hook and. ladder tn
a hose truck.

After 1946, the membership quota was raised to seventy-

five. The chicfs of the fire department sfter T, F. Matchett
e Henxy Mucller, Frank Wood, Jr, Ernest
Hermaan, and . W, " Phiughaupt, the preml chief.

From 1851 through 1941, except during World Wars 1
and IL, when festivitics were suspended, the Fire Depart-
ment sponisored the anmul celebration of the Maffest
use of its excellent record as 2 fire fighting organiza-

Fi

About 1938, a beantiful city hall was crected in Lusk
Park in the place of the old hall. This municipal et has
2 number of offices, a large public auditorium, and it housey
the Fire Deparument. The building of this ciy bl ax el
25 the street bond issue that was made a few years ago, and
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eral improvements in and about the city, were made dur-
ing che long and eficient administration of Mayor Reese B.
ockett.
The growch of the oy of Bresham, with it Sucruions
opi anrhmuh the years, and the population of
.53 for 1940, are given below. The popula-
o toigan tor e city was not classified 2

NATIVE  FOREICN-BORN
WHITE WHITE

YEAR NEGRO  TOTAL
1860 20 920
1870 1,008 280 95 21
1880 1894 427 1780 4101
1890 Zos1 1178 2645 5904
1900 27133 531 294 5528
1910 1353 125 2129 4717
1920 277 19% 5066
1930 2738 133 1900 5974
1940 6435
couNTY
1940 14934 o7z 9661 25387

Brenham as an Industrial and Business Center

Soon after its organization, Brenham became a rather
actve busines center, and during the ldter partof the nine-
teenth century had some of the most progressive and pros-
‘perous business houses in this section of Texas. Some of the
‘carly merchants of Brenham who operated business houses

Eldridge, R, Hoffmann, Watkins and Wright, 5. 5. Hosea,
"Wood, Bud Chadwick and Miesner.
ever, only a few of the business houses established
atex Civil War, or during the latter part of the minc-
teenth century, are sill operating, which goes to prove that

2 Informatian by courtesy of Gensus Burean, Ausin.
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business fioms enjoy only temporary existence, and_dhat
Which sucvive above the average length of time are

have some one in the succeeding generation to carry on the
businiss; for all fiems must st go hrough the same prosperous
times a5 well s tirough the depressions.
c frms hat are given here in brief sketches ave been
tely half a century or more. Moss
o them had ztfm beginnings back somewhere in the nine-
e century. A few :xccpuons < have been sds becsnpe o7
mportance of a few business firms of later date and.be-
cause SF thehs iqueness
SCHURENBERG BLACKSMITHING AND IMPLE-
MENTS was established firse as a black i

coming of the zuu‘n'nul)llcY however,
ness finally discontinued. At any rate, the transition

more modern vehicles was not made, and today the business
is back to what it was ar the beginning, a blacksmith shop,
the largest around here.

SCHMID BKOTHERS was founded in 1890, It was a
fourishing business all these years. From  copy of 2 paper
entitled “Brenham,” with no dnu attached to it, but seern-
ingly written about the tum of the century, we read about
this business house:

e exected It year st con of 38000 The bulding is

ics with 2 front 134 feet and a depth of 80 feet. 1t
Conains SIS0 squive ot o o space, all of which is
taken by the roaguifi i

e Jargest part of chis business today goes under the
wame ot “Savieal
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FREEZITALL, owned by Mr. F. C. Kugel, was estab-
Vi fa 1935, and whe onc oF th plonece i of s type
of business in Texas, being the eighth in order of organiza-
ton. It contains 750 lor,\en, zue camie an with it 8 wbole-
sale meat and sm afacire, J: specializes in bome.
ired bacon nd o szi e g i ‘management
Mr. Kugel it has been 2 highly successful enterprisc.
H. F. HOHLT COMPANY, which was first established

ompan:
incorporated In 1909, and voday s she Jeading
Sore o Brenham, with 2 lage ‘!f:awry a0 s .
addition.

From the Brenham Evening Press of 191», we quote the
following concerning H. F. Hohlt Compar

‘This company has become well and favorably known as
extensive dealers in dry goods, vear fancy
goods, millnery, boots, shoes, hac ece, and enjoys @ splea:
id patronage from the best people of the connty. They carry
a splendid scock of lothing and are agents for Hart, Schactt.
ner and Marx fine clothing, which rieeds no word of com-
‘mendation to those who kave used this make once. . . . The
business was incorporated on Tuly 31, 1909, and has a capital
i of 7500008, “The oficers of the compay are
(ollows: EL . Mol presden; Wan. Nicbub, vice pres
pasap Fariyhiriadus “The di
are H. . Hohl, Win, N.cbf.i. Fawin Holl, W L. Terchy
Ouo Baumgart, and G

The present adwinistrative officers are: Edwin Holie,
president; Herbert Hohlt, vice president; and Ernest Hohlt,
s«:etzry- urer.

HERMANN FURNITURE was established in 1385,
Tlie it was known 3s Reicharde and Hermann Farni:
wre, and in that year it was changed (o its present name.
For many years & bunersl horoe way operated in connection

with the furniture business.
H. G. MILLER AND SON, machine shop, manufactur-
om0 oi comn gm parts, crude oil engines, gasoline engines,
teings, was established in 1869, and
Dot BT o e85 1 v e e b ot
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its kind in Texas. It is still a prosperous business and is be-
ing managed by Hugh Miller.

BRENHAM COTTON OIL AND MANUFACTUR-
ING COMPANY had its ming in 1891, when it received
its Arst charter. In course of tim eloped into 2 combi-
nation of compress, ice, light, and cottonsced products pro-
ducing firm. In its best days the company compressed as
many 33 $0.000 bales of cotion i one year. A. L. Nicbule
was any years. Tn 1924, che
company sold the hg,ht, gas md ice pllm ot the Texzs Pow-

ht Company, and it took out a under
ns presm( name. It owns branch fazmns in Ezllv:llc and
Giddi

ings.
From the Brenham Evening Press we quote here con-
cening the compress and its activities:

i plant, which is one of the ]nsen in the State, was
mmmmd in 1801 ¢ s equipped with 2 90inch Mone
s, ith a capacty of 1,800 bales in en hours, e has 3

ey of thrce bollir, and. freishe 5 s Hab, with a
dynamo of 100 light power. They h

The present administrative and executive officers are:
Jotn D. Rogers of Navasots presiden; Bolling Eldridge,
vice Letom, secretary-manager, who has
e e e e 1917 g
WINKELMANN $TUDIO, F. G. Winkelm:
prictor, was cstablished in 1895, R. W, Buchrer has woA
for this studio since 1900.
From the sheet enticled “Brenham,” we quote excerpts
from a writing about the oldest art gallery in Brenham:

In this issue we present a great number of views of the
Jeading businces insiuions and some poreaits of promi
nent citizens of Brenham, the photos of nearly all of which
yere taken by M. Winkelmann, one of Breniam's mos:

uptodate photographers. Mr. Wink-
b gt s ke ot e Sy Sween, sy he
crossing of the Santa. Fe Railroad, in a commodious bui
ing, whick he has fitted up in 2 very attractive manner. This
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gallery, however, was purchased from Mr. W. T. Walker
some our years go. who bad e o ety ton years
prior

TRISTRAM PHARMAGY, at first Wood's D
s i to e had i beginning close 10 1560. An i rlrug
bill to Wood's Drug Store was found among the files
business in recent yeare, and. the bill was then smmyﬁve
years old, as stated by the present proprietor. The business
became Tristram Phirmacy i 1880, Tt swes pochased by
Fred Heineke in 1913, the business retaining the frm
Tristram. Mr. Heincke built 1t 1o one of che Jargest drag
businesses in this section of the state.

In the Brenham Evening Press of 1900 we read this:

His father, Jos, Trgtram, S, esablished this busincss
nearly forty years ago. A full Tin of pure drugs and chemi-
sals, medicines, sadonery, perfomes, e, is ca i

2 young man of fine business ability.

J. F. SCHRAMM, SADDLES AND HARNESS, was cs-
abibhed o 1895, T hot beon e e the management of J.
. Schvamm for forty cight years and has produced sorie

very highgrade leatherware all these years

"LRENHAM LUMBER, COMPANY wes established in
1875 under the firm name of “Wood and Low.” In 186 it

hzm Lumber Company.” Today the business is being man-
aged by Frank Wood II and James Jones.
FARMERS - MERCHANTS LUMBER CoMpany

and St LA,
Sons,” in 1913 as “Farmers and Merchants Lumber Com.
iy and in 1033 it asumed i present mame. The present
Gclyof the organiation = % L Kurch of Lufkin, e
dent; L M. Gaggols, vice pres|dmz and manager; W
Biervinkel, secretary and treasurer.

BRENHAM COTTON MILLS, founded in 1902, is the
largest concern in Brenham. It suficred several reverses at
first. In fact, ic was closed for several years, but under new
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SCHLEIDER FURNITURE COMPANY was estab-
lished in 1902, when it was known as Schicider and Sons,
In 1917, the business was incorporated, and. in 1927 it was
reorganized under the present firm name. It owns branch
houses in Taylor and San Marcos. Ben Schleider s president;
Ernest Schleider, vice president; and Sedonia Schleider, sec-
retary-treasurer. It is one of the outstanding business houses
in Brenham.

DIXIE POULTRY FARM, esblished in 1922, has
grawn into one of the largest business concerns in Brenhara
and is said to be the largest of its kind in the Southwest.
It has a hatchery capacity of 500,000 cggs and a brooder
capacity for 150,000 baby chicks. Its baby chicks are heing
shipped to about seven states and to Mexico. It furnishes
many of the farmers of the county fertilizer free of change
In connection with the poultry farm, it operates a
feed store. The manageradnt is under M. Jos Dromp*

BEAUMIER IRON WORKS had its beginning in the
caly part of the cighties of the past century under the firm
name of Beaumier Brothers. Later the business was reorgan.
ized a5 Beaumier Brathers and Company, and after the turm
of the century assumed its present name.

The Frm always specialized in the manufacturing of
casts made 0 order. and in hydraulic pumps, the latter of
hich were shipped to all the cotton states and to Mexico,
For 2 while this concern also made steam engines and hoilers,
Dan Hoffmann was manager from 1899 till 1946,

ADOLPH SEELHORST TIN SHOP started business
about 1880 under the name of “Reichardt and Seclhorst,”

a5 manufacturers of the “Champion” galvanized iron
cisterns, fiues, ventilators and gutters. Its trade extended
throughout Texas and adjoining states

8
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Tn the Brenham Evening Press of 1910 we read:

s Aclph Seclhont conducts one o the largst in and

‘manufacturing concerns 0 be found in this part of the coun-

oy i uing (e cnenty, yeus b ma beom Pogatd s bk
Fas’ s i

e he has j feel
roud of. He is the mamufacturer of the “Champion” gal
Fanised Fiat Shect Tron cisen

The BLUE BELL CREAMERIES, now of Brenham and
Giddings, was chartered 25 the Brenham Creamery Com.
pany on August 3, 1907, The ramcs signed to the ongpml
ggreement are the following: T. A Low, Sr, Ben Schmid
W. Low, L. A. Niebuhr, Flaor Junsen, A. D. M:lmy,
iltiam Scidel, Win. E. Dwyer, H. K. Harrison, 1. F. Hohl
E. W. Reichardt, D. C. Giddings, W. E. Reichardt, W. iy
Wood, C. W. Winkelmann, and Gus Huettig. The purpose
given in the charter for the organization was the “manufac.
wuring and selling of various kinds of milk products.”
Originally the plant was located behind the present
Brenham BotdJing Works, but several years later the pres-
ent site was purchased, on which several substantial build-
ings have been erecter
In'1930, the Giddings plant was purchased, and the o
pany was chartered under its present name as  corporatior

work in the company. He was otowed by A. ]. Heineke. On
April 1, 1919, after having been given an honorable E

e army o orld War I, E. F. Kruse,
st manager, was cleced by the board of directors. He
has buile the business to its present dimensions. The com-

pany today ships ice cream and oxher il products o ciies
towns over a large section of Texas.

TEXAS MANUFACTURING COMPANY is a panner:
ship of which . Haynic and Carl Kingsberry e the pro-
prictors. The b jamed in 1982542 oy anutacoanng
‘plant, which wnunued in u-m work for about a year.

Almost as by ac r. Haynie and M. Kingsbe
discovered A new s wl-m:h finally blossomed. into a highly
remunerative business. These two men were planning a

8
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blocks are bought by huniers, fishermen, rand
men, farmers, and housekeepers. They make delighttal gifts,
and can be used, besides for meat biocks, as paper swelghts
and for other purposes.

In more recent time, the com| has added the manu-

‘hub stakes, which are beis state
in the Union. The company employs cight men. It is located
on the edge of Brenh Houston a

makes innerspring and box spring mattresses, Lately it has
added the manufacturing of fine upholstered fiving Toom
fumicure.

At present the firm employs an average of forty workers.
Tis goods aze being sold all over South T exas.

LLE HARDWARE BUILDING, located in the H.
F. Hohlt block, is one of the oldest buildings in the city,
having been erccted in 1866,

FINK BROS. had its beginning when the father of Gus
and Sam Fink starced 2 drygoods and usiness in
Brenham about 1900. Tacher Fink took out his citizens
papers in 1893, In 1912 the prescnt business was charte:
by his sons and, for years, was located in the old Farmers
National Bank building. Later it was moved to its present
Tocation.

What is now NEW YORK STORE had its beginning
over sixty years ago. It has changed hands a number of timey.
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One of the first business firms in that building was owned by

Cohen Brothers. At another time it was Werner and Dobert,
. 2gun e was ovred by Catber and Busier, The prescnt

busines was purchased by che Toubins in 1922 and

Janged in 1984 a8 2 depgoods and clodhing business.

The GRAND LEADER BUII DING. s sid o have becn
erected about 1870. In it was located the F. A. Engolke Pri-
vate Bank in 1875, which became the First National Bank
in 1883, Business there changed hands a number of times
until 1926, when 1. Zlotnik established a drygoods and
clothing store there.

Hospitals and Clinics

Brenham has been fortunate in having for many years
hlghly efficient physicians and surgeons, as well as well-pre-
D‘peclahstz in eye, ear, nose and throat work, and a
lghly ffcient dentis.

ld Brenham Hospital has functioned in
wisy plam Tora ‘ong time, it was in more recent years that
this ‘hospital was modernized and 2 second hospital was
built,

[The SAINT FRANGIS HOSPITAL AND CLINIC had
a8 ts dorerunner the Brenhau, Hospial aod Clinic, cab-
lshed in 1912, by Dr. ™. J. Pier and Dr. Breckmeyer Tn

Tiassharl bought the plant and had 1 com
pletely bl i 19511t s Shen wdbem over by the Sisers

Saine Francis and given its present name. Dr. W. F. Hass.
Yarl remained the chief of staf, other members of the saff
Deing Dr. O. F. Schoenvogel, Dr. R A. Hasskarl, the latc

equipped with a firstclass X-ray and laboratory clinic, oper-
ated by Dr. R & Haskarl. 1t has alao 2 major opersting
minor opersing room. T s ne of the Hestkept
Sl hospitals i the s
The B MILROY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
s soblihed o 1091 Toward s Somtrecton e Milroy
family had made a substantial gift, whereupon the hospital
was given its piesent name in memory of the late Mrs. Sarah
B. Milroy.
The hospital is equipped with thirty two beds, a modern
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Xy and clinic, and it has 2 major operating room and &
mingr operating

. . A Ranolle Js che chief of staf. Other members of
e ol 47 e T . Nicholson, Dr. R. E. Knolle, Dr. Her-
‘man Hodde, Dr. F. H. Hodde, Dr. H. L. Stcinbach and Dr.
Mantzel of Giddings.

The Dr. STINNETT CLINIC was built only a few
years is located on 209 N. Market Steet. Dr. Stin-
Rett fs un osteopaih sad » doctor of medicine #nd s 5
tice.

SERTISTS. Along with the physicians and surgeons
and specialin, e here giv 3 osier of dentits who ax prac-
ticng dencisry in Brea e present time. They are:

s, Farmers Nobo Basle Building: Dr.
o Evmbtrg, Giddings Building; Dr. Fred Graber, Gra-
ber Building: r. Gusiay Heincke, Triswram , Buildiog; Dr.

W G- Wichisch, Graber Building: Dr. Wan
National Bank Building: and . E. S(aﬁord Chisens
Drugstore Building

NURSES. The following is 3 oste of regbsired nyrses

now on active duty in Brenham hospitals: Mrs.
Eiton B. Andcrson, M5, Willim Bk, brs Shon G, Den:
son, Sisten M. Ephrem, Mrs, O. A. Feuse, Mrs. Howard Long,
Mi

Banks

The stimulating power of business activities in any place
is its banks. Brenham has been fortunae in having three
banks lauly, formerly iwr, in which the people
have always had m enc
GIDDINGS AND GIDDINGS BANK wis Brenhar's
6irst bank. It was established right sfter the Civil War, in
1866, and operated as a private bank ti t 1930, During
the last fev years of i exisence it handed only ‘money
matters pertaining to the Giddings Estae.
FIRST NATIONAL BANK wis csablihed on
july 5, 1875, 25 the F. A. Engele Privae Bonk an v
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housed in the ¢ Grand Leader building. Tt became the
First National Bank on July L, 1883, with a capital stock of
350,000 and with F. A Engelke as president. In 1891, its
capital stock was increased to $150,000. Today its deposits
amount to about $4,500,000. Other presidents of this i
tion have been: Heber Stone, 1891-1902; H. K. Harrison.
1907.1905; Feber Stone, 10051908 T 4. Low. 1904361
H. F. Fohlt, 19101916, The present administrative officials
are; T. A. Low, St,, t, who succeeded Mr. Hohlt in

vicopre
connected with_the’ bank since_1907; Wl Seidel, second
vicepresident. This bank has been a tower of financial
strength in

Directors are: Wm. Seidel, T. A. Low, Will Kolwes, E. F.
Kruse, Hy. Schlotamann, R D Barnes, Almot Sclenker
H. Amsler, G. W. Wiebusch, $am D. W. Low, F.

Stz

BANK STATEMENT OF APRIL I1, 149

Rasourcss
Loans snd dcon s oo
Felent Reserve Bank sock ey

Doy o
Eamirge and tures Toaino0
Tienaa Tom i
i i o b

it i st smrast
7S bonds and weuric | BA B8
i o
s Tevi0ss
ol
wAmLITIES
a1 Stk o 1500000
e e
Uekiicea Protus S
Depois 37049501
Tt siosimis

The WASH}NGTON COUNTY STATE BANK was
established in 1905 with a «capital stock of $25,000.00. Tts
pial stock today is §50,000, and its deposics run over four.
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million. The first president was H. K. Harrison, followed

the late Frank Bose, who was president 6 hie a1 04,
The present officials of the bank are: F. . Kubil i
dent; F. C. Winkelmann, vice.president and O. H. Wi
mann, cashier. It might be said here that the late J. . Gi
dings, cashier for many years, served the institution longer
than any other official.

“The bank is the oldest state bank in Texas. Its present
board of directors consists of the following citizens: O, H.
Finke, Dr. Gustav Heineke, F. J. Kubitza, Edgar R Mat
ett, Dr. O. F. Schoenvogel, Hery S. Thomhill, F. C. Win.
kelmann, Sr,, and O. H. Winkelmann.

BANK STATEMENT OF APRIL 11, 1949 (Condensed)

RESOURCES LIABILITIES

Loans and discounis $ 51927246 Capital ek 5 %0

ocks Sarpins (cerified 0

USseida 2067w Univioed pobsebany
Raai Ko oomin:

Do 42153029

Ocher labilites 12898

Tonl  SEEIGSH

been connected with this Enancial
in various official capacities
dent; Monroe H. Wittner,
R W. Loesch, assistant cash
bank is $50.000.00.

On the hoard of directors are: A. F. Geick, J. F. Lyon,
Dr. R. E. Nicholson, A. L. Nicbuhr, O. A. Schatz, Chas,
Schlottmann, and W. J. Sloan
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LATEST BANK STATEMENT

RESOURGES
Toans ana Dicowny 3 sszi00t
Reser Bk Scock 30000
Tt . riaes 96038
Banking House 1000000
Other real et 100
Otcr ety 050802
‘Quick available cush
Io vl ood banke 8 b2 10060
108882022
Niomicpa
ol 3o e 10712 .

s
—

g " gmp
o :
B, et

45
e

Hotels

ham s faicly well supplicd with hotel failites. Per-
mp; oo peer 0 accommaodate the traveling pub-
than are  ure mos s of i st

HOTEL ST. ANTHONY, a siately modern brick stru:
tare, of which Mrs. E. R. Hacker is etor, stands on the
site where Sunnyside Hotel once stood, which was exccted at
the beginning o Brenham and which consitos of » s of
Tog hous

Tn 1975, Towever, H. C. Mclntyre erected a brick build-
ing at this place. In 1879, George H. Wilson, who b moved
from Houston to Brenham, took over the hotel ai
s mame o Exchange Hotel In T Indusirsl Wrarid oo,
we read this about the Exchange Hotel:

In the Exchange Hotel, Brenbam can

on, havmg one of the best conducted and most
Mr. George H. Wilson, tbe

e it Borel proicion ot sk v ot o e
ceessful 2s well. This excellent gentleman was born in Bl

%0

be congraalated



BRENHAM

aryland, March 17, 1833, He moved t Houston
ihen elghz years old, where he was educated and successfully
engaged i he sl busines uatl he removed to Bren
ham in. 1879 to open the Ex

Mr. wud My A & Hacker purchased the hotel in 1914

and rechartered it under the prent ame, e the
eyl wan coenplescly el amd fn ot e sepute
2t con ot $860X, Tu 1948 sutaoandal additions mnd to-

5o that, when all is completed, the
hotgl il ve e < Rudred rooim,
JThds hotel is 3 threestory brick bullding, s privaie
bt 3 mc'nmm: floor, 2 mod , some air-conditioned
oo Hor 5 R becn
i ot to o under the propreiomhip of Mrs.
ER. Hacker, and today it compares Vet Favoraily wich sy
other hotel of its size in the stat
WASHINGTON HOTEL. On the spot of the present
hotel was 2 building of native sione, buils by dhe father of
rs. Hacker and Mre. Careo ol and i wasor
m{mn office and cotton s ‘building. On the same site
Hotel was creesed in 1876 Tnis building has
Been s 2 2 hotel s chese yesrs, and today it hus thirey
three vooms, some with privae baths, It alio bas wample
nooms and & caté. Te 1 located on South Market Strer

Other Business Firms of Brenham

docs not permit us to write even a little about each
business frm in Brenham, but for future records we give
here the name of each finm 2nd the strect location of
business houses not mentianed in this book before.

Ackers Cleaners and Dyers, 104 Dallas
‘Alamo Cleaners, South Austin

‘Alamo Confectionery and Grocery, 307 E. Alamo

AT's Service Station and Gazage, 305 5. Marker
msler, F. L., Insurapee, 307 East Maii

Appel Garag, 504 South Austin

‘Arp, A, W., Teweler, 108 South Park

‘Audish Eleciric Company, 106 South Market

4 rles
Barnes Cotton Company, 207 W. Alamo
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Barahal Bros Drug Company, First National Bank Bidg
Beard

> a aby, 1502 5,
oy Boap Beauty Shoppe N. Marker
Sortite s Tk

‘Blue Bird Reaury Par]
Boctucher Luagbok Company, 1718 & Macket
Bosse Servi Suzmn 5. Market
Borts Abstace Company, Graeber Batlding
bam Auto Supply, $03 E Main
Brenham Botding Works, 109 i
Brenham Butane Gas Company, 206 S. Market
‘Brenham Funeral Home, 815 S. Market
Brenham Garage, 801 S, Marker
Brenbam Cas 4o O Srvce Station, 108 W. Gommeres
Brenham Mattrcss Factory, 220 W. Al

rentm Hardwire Store 307 - Al

Breme Traor Compay. 8 5. Ao

Broom Faiory, 500 ¥ ommerce
Grocery, 107 W. Alamo

iehens Prarma:

City Cafe, 211 E. Mmm

ity Shoe Shop, 309 C
CoraCola Botiing ompang, 17205, Mkt
Deluxe Cafe, 305 5. Park

reen Grain Company, $10 S. Baylor
Grzen anlty Cafe, 1013 E. Milkkt

Grin Lot o Coues, 101
Grimm's Radiator Shop, S. SL Chaxlev
e En

208 L. )
Hafer, 1., Relbigeration, W, Aiamo

Hausman, L, Wholesale Grocary, 418 W. S

Heine and Kugel Cleaners and sz|nrx, 103 5. Douglas
HiWay Service Starion, 723 W. Ma

o
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Hoffmann Market, 206 S. St. Chanl
Hlolle Hardare Compaay, 100 . Main
Holleman, M. B,, Insurance, Washington County Statc Bank.

Bldg.
Howel, & H, Optometic, 041, Park

. P. um Products, 315 5. Park

e ey Sere 108 B Main

Market, 209 5. Austin
Kerrulle T Company, Tncy N. Market
iney Studio, 1003 S, St Chares
Machine Service, 215 5. 5. Charles

Lacina Anm o Senvic 1014 8. M
it Temacing, Woihigaon County Stte Bank

ton, Truck and Tractor Company, Houston Highway
"'ZEZ:., e, Clothing, 110 5. Pak i
Marsh Department Store, Alamo
Matchets, Bdgar, Garage. 108 W, Alamo,

Medical ‘Arts Drug Company, 500-A E. Main
Mig ion, 213 S, Austin

odern Cleaners W.
nigomery Ward and Company, 305 E. Main
el Musc House, 111 Bayler
Nesghtorhood etchery, |

ew York Gafe, 206 E. Main
O'Shes’s Drug Store No 1 S  Anthony Hotel
G'Shers Drug Store No, 2, 2
Pnonten Beneny Sorvce, 206 5. Pak
Pankonden Tin and Plumbing, 218 W. Al
Parks Service Station, 406 E. Mai
Peatey, J. G, Company. Depmmsem Store, 100 W. Main
Pery B, Tnc, 109 2. A
Pilughanpt, E. W, Tlru, WTE. Alumo
Plsgly Wiggly, 205's. Park

oncer Flour Mills, 918 Clinion
Ronkin, O W, Tnsurance, Washington County Sate Bank.
REames, Alvis, Sta
arage, N. Park

b Gt ek ke 00, Baylor
crenbaun, Rober Feed Sore, 261 W, Alamo
il Mafle, 107 W. G

t. Anthony Hotel Laundry and Clnner, 2135 5. Market
Schlottmann Service Station, 412 W. Ms
Schroeder and Meyer Service Staiion 3500 W. Main
9




HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY

Sckuberys Flor, 1206 5: Austin
mla, A. Market, 1419 5. Market

Sehlucs Bukery, 315 - Sisr
eettmann, 15, Service Station, 202 W. Main

Seas Roebuck and Company, 04 E. dain

Seidel Bros. Cotton Co.,

Servee Fecd Siope, 203, Al

Simank, Leon, Funeral Director, 500 5. Austin

Snodgrass, Joe E, Insurance, Graber Building

Sinclair Refining Company, 609 E. Commperce

Southern Drapery and Sapply Company, 5.

Soutbiand LEs Tnsarance Competos Washingion. County
State Bank

Southwesern el Telphone Company, 300 . Baglor

Speass Dairy, Inc. 300 E. Ve
Stepants Grbcery and Markel, 204
olz. K. W, Coton Buyer, Washingion County State Bank
Bldg.
Stone Abwrac, Company, First National Bank Bldg.
Suer's Gits, 104G,
W S

Teus Cafe,
Tom Soue”

ties Corporation, Iee Plant, 502 W.

TexasSouthern Gas Company, 02 & Main
e Siter Beauty Salo, 104
Tiem Bros Somie oo, 1100 E. Audemy

Zschappel, H. L., Insurance, 811 5. Markec

Brenham’s Business-Promoting Organizations
In connection with the business activities of Brenham,
9
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mention must be made of the rganizations hat promoce and
stimulate business and guide enterpriscs to this place.

BRENHAM CHAMBER OF COMRERan.” e and

these organizations is the Brenham Chamber
of Gomaerce, Which has becn always slet o himeoee o
ness to locate here. It has always endeavored to create condi.
tions that were conducive toward the development of busi
ness enterpries.

This body was originally known 2s the Young Men's
Business Association of Brenham, and was orgunud April 3,
1912, with Thomas B, Botis as temy resident and
Almor Schlenker os mmg ecretary. The frst rogular press

on Sep(tmber T2, 1017, i e Cly Hal, with Jas
Kenncdy s (empamy chairman, the Brenh: Tk
Commerce was orgamued. Arthur Wa ngcmznn s clected
prosident, T. W. Falkenberg, vice president, and Mrs,
hannon sccreracy prodem. On Jontory &, 1916, Moo, B, 1.
Holuclaw ook s the Secretaysbip, which she BIA for
many yea
The fost board of disectors consisted of 4. A Hacker,
JeperC, Kennedy, 1. £ Russell, F. A Coitle, W. R. Jahnke,
P Thompson, D. C wmmm . ] Marek, Arthur
Wangemann, ]. F. Harrison, George Nev, Henry M
and F. C. Winkelmann.
e present officials of the body are: Gordon Langston,
president; Frank Wood IIL, first vice president; W. O Hay,
second viee president; A, A. Behrens, treasurer. The

present
directors are the following: Gordon Langston, Frank Wood

ler,

IIL, W. C. Hay, A. A. Behrens, Win, Acker, Joe E. Frobese,
v, T, . Fildebrande, Bob Koogie . I Kubitza,
trvin Navratil, Herbere C. Sciroeder, A W. Shiannon, W,

J. Sloan, Travis Voelkel, and D. S. Walters. Mrs. Dorothy
Wilkening is secretary, and Bob McVey, manager.
BRENIAM RETALL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION
was organized about the same time the Chamber of Com-
meree came into existence, This organication has rouch i
ive power among the business firms of the community.
An n important Fizsonaliy in, s bods: i Mr. Fred Ansier,
served 2 sereary snce 1017
TUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERGE OF
BRENHAV AND WASHINGTON COUNTY was organ-

9
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ized about the middle of the thirties of this century 3¢ was
Loy active up to World War I, when it uspended is regu.
Jar meecings For the “duration,” % most of s members went
into the service of the councry at that time. Reccatly, how-
ever, it was reorganized with the following efﬁculs. Frank
10, president; Hary Melniyre, et vice president;
Paul Wittnén, second vt president; Melvin K, sasss
er; and Bob Mchy, xecumry
onsors its own projecis, which are
usually for co'mmumv.y Detterment. It serves as a kind of
training school for young men to later become members of
the senior chamber.

BRENHAM POST OFFICE. Postal service has existed
 many centuries It dates back 10 the great Fastern en-
s, and in Jater centurics ¢ postal service ws iniiated
the Western Eoropean countries. Wherever cloniesof hese

countries went in more recent centuries, they =on et
lshed m.all ervice, This was especially fruc of e
c, as they were in the process of colonizing. i
North American tinent. As s00n as a colony was well
established, postal service was introduced.
Drenbam was founded i 1944, and on May 22, 1845, 2
t office vas established. Now, as the

fication ever since. The banuer year was 1945, when the re-
ceipts amounted to over m 000.
In 19161917, during the Woodrow Wilson i
tion,  stately pose offce building was erected on the comer
Nisin and South Marker, Just spposie Horcl 5t Anibony.
From this post office radiate six rural routes. The office
{u loys four city airies and has mine clerks in the ofice.
ow existed over a century. ! ent postmaster is
of 2 prominent Brenham famlly. Mr. T.'A. Low, Jr,
whn mnk up his duties Scptember 1, 1034,
her postmasters who have served here in the past are
the fwﬂowmg

# Information by courcsy of . A. Low, Je, Postmaster of Brenham.



L. Gilbere May 22, 1846
Henty K. Judd October 9, 1846
E TG ity uguer 23 1547
Francis ], Cooke i“"‘n" 20,
George 5. Chratey 5, 1850
T Witking April 7, 1952
johii G, Knapy September 16, 1852
es b, y Navewber 10, 1857
mes W. Gullick October 24, 1
avid A. Allen September 5, 1365
Hackworth October 24, 1876
‘November 20, 1877
William A, Ry February 18, 1881
'W. Hackworth June . 1881
s 1. Shey anary 13, 1886
v ber 125, 1886
illiam E. 21, I
Frank A, mg—."?; une 26, 1893
iliam E. Duyer prember 14, 1897
A. B. Mueller January 27,
Ben Ruguse 15, 1919
Henrierta Fricke Jamaary 10, 1924

According to information we have at present, there are

ly two former postmasters of Brenham living. They are
Mz Henry A. B. Mueller and Miss Henrieta Fricke.

HE GULF, COLORADO AND SANTA FE RAIL-

At the directors’ meeting of May 12, 1879, the President,
Mr. John Sealy, reported having organized and placed in
the ficld a corps of enginecrs to locate the line to Brenham.

The first agent at Brenham was Mr. F. R. Allison. The
locomotive engineer on the first train into Brenham was Mr.

4 Toformation by courtesy of G, Colorado Railway Compass.
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James McDonough, whose daughter is now secretary in the
main office at Galveston.

‘The first depor was buile by the Houston and Texas Gen-
tral Railway Company. When, therefore, the Gulf, Colorado
and Santa Fe Railway Company proposed to build a jointly
owned depot at Brenham, the former company at first furned
down the offer, on the grounds that it had ample facilities
at Brenham. However, on August 10, 1882, a contract was
executed whereby the Houston and Texas Gencral Railway
Company was to have the use of one-half of the building of

it union depot was completed in August, 1906, at
joint” expense, each company paying ouehalf, under the
supervision of the Houston and Texas Central Rail
Company, now the Southern Pacific Railway Company.

Brenham as a Social and Industrial Center

cerain events in family life, or pertzps the celebration of
certain holidays. Although from

had known them in the states from which they catne, or in
the old country.

One of the oldest festivals among people of Teutonic

descent is the annual Maifest. It was originally a kind of

the observed cach spring in

which they celebrated the passiug of winter of Northern

ed this anmual observance, as for instance, symbolizing win.
ter by an oldman doll that was usally burned up at the
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close of the gy, Yqurxg people dancing around. 3 May.
pole sym! ter, as time went by
monies were  incroduced, as for cxample the Maykmg Toreen
George or Grassking) was crowned. 'To this ceremony there
was later added the Maybride.

Laver this fesival becarae 3 totaly social afst whlch
was celebrated with much eating, drinking an

modemn Maifesc emphasizs the Maqueen g The

Mayking more in the backsrol

With such a history in the m jle of Teutonic
descent have. modernied. this fenival th what It s today,
The people of Brenham first began to observe the so-<alled
Volksfest — people’s festival. The Brenham Volkstest Ase

ciation was organized in 1874 and conunucd its sponsorship
of the annual event and other social events till 1880. Having.
a0 nancialreverc, i asociacon it year tumed 3l of

ilities over to the Brenham Fire Department, which
Sponsored e s Matea in 1851, and s ot s0.conmual

Wars 1 and I festivities were s ex chis festival
ad not been obscrved for five xS orld War

11, there was a good deal of apathy toward reviving it agait
(owever, in I ea was tall d this time

it was not the Brenham Fire Department, but the promoters
of a Brenham public swimming pool who undertook the
sponsorship of the Maifest. Judging by the interest shown
in the prepaation of foats'and by the enomons crowds
that attended the Maifest, it was  greater success than any
of the previous celebratiors, If this festival will find sponsors
im che future, it will undoubtedly continue to be the leading
annual event in Washington County for years to come.

For the-record's sake and because I am sare it is of in-
terest to many, we here list the names of the May Queens
3nd,heis kings a1 they were chosen from year 10 yek stce
1881, with the o of the years 1918, 1018 knd 1920,
right aher World Was 1, and agoem from 1982 to. 1947, o
clusive, when no Maifest was arranged for$

1881 — Frankje Foote; Robert S. Tarver
1882 — Annie Spencer (Cochran); Albert G. Haynes

5 Taformation by courtesy of Brenham Fire Depactaent.
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e, (Cochany Alber G, Hanes
885 — Ida Bassete (Bottsy wmm fam Lk
1886 — Lizzie Lindemann ¢
1587~ Nette Pampell
1888

1915 — Ghdyslh\lmgaxdl loffmann); Oscar Hotfman
1916 — Margarct Bozman (Hoffley); Ariar Hoble
1917 — Maitie Reeves Wood (Ferguson) George Nelson

1921~ il Mae Knole (Haskarl) W I, Emby
122~ g N B R0 Citing S
1923~ Heter St (Lockety, R Lo

artha Waﬂie Schmid

5 — Mary (Lowy ow. Je
1928 — Exetie Reese (Wi ooy B Hocker
Marsaee Rouit (Terry: Dr. 5. . Sultord
crmice Becker;
Ruth Hasskarl oy
Flora Ann Willims oty Dan w-lu..m, e
ary Edna Carroll (Lee); Chas. Det
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192~ Bopeep S (ihery, Branidin Fisher
1935 Anmie e, (el Loren
1954 Ll Loste Adun daer kawwd I
1985~ Mary Seidel ieamery, Heory W
Mxxmz ¢ (Rymery, Clinion, Giddings

1937 Fiomvine Baraes emes (Hartison), Hardd Poghupe
1938 — Llvira Daflmeyer (Simms); i Moz I

1839 — Dorothea Hasskarl ék ); Hoffman Recse, Jr.
1980~ Nancy Green (Schefien: T

THE JUNIOR COURT

" 1927 - Mary Jor Becker Bily St
ety o SR
Creen foe fler); Paul Lemm, |
Jm um‘e Ann England (Schaer); Clint cmmg; An-

1957R by Sebrostr (Allen) Eugene Whiddon
1932 Al Voot et Reichardt, a Jr.

1933 - Marian Wiese DicCord) Toltmann Ko Je.
1954~ Bimberh H laker (uns Robere P:mungwn

1935 — Ann Hohlt Thomas Gidd

199 - J jam(e i X Robql Schoenvoge

¥ Sloan; Billy Sd

o3 Maly Pat Amler; Artuur Part Mgcbmﬂ

Frances At Novrati Anhnr AL Geick

o Patsy Jean Koon: Simrms Alle

1841 - eser Locker Allen Hunter Hoh

1948 — Laura Cherry Stinnet; Reese Locker, Jr.

1505 Susmon S0 Billy Spi

THE BRENHAM CONCERT BAND gives expression
10 the musical taste and talent of the Feople o the county,
a8 well s of the people’s love for this fine a an
old saying, the substance of which is: “Where people sing,
there sojourn; bad people have no songs.” People stho have
music in their souls, seldom have meanness in them atso.

This Srgmimtion hud ks beginning a5 the Second Regi-
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and is still functioning in that office. Other dixecons were .
Kirchner, and W. A. Jakel. The present director, Prot, F. ],
Navtatil, became the director of this band in Ape 19 lsvs, and
under his leadership this band became the

Infanery Band and 2 unit of the Texas National G
such, the band took part every summer in the annual Ner
tionsl Guard training encampments a¢ Austin and.oth
points, On May 12, 1516, he bund was suddenly et

service at the Mexican border, where an

Secon

fantry Band was designated as General Pershing's Band. It
as stationed at such points as Misson, Donna and Corpus
Chris

ln March, 1917, ¢his band was raustered. out of Federal

the original Brenham Band and the Sec-
ond Texas Tnfantey Band. Tormed the nuclews of the 141
Infantry Band, which participated in combat during 1918 in
France and which otherwise served with distinction to the
end of the war overseas.
This band became famous for its unique way of render.
ing the popular tune, “The Old Grey Mare, She Ain't What
To Be,” and to the delight of che soldiens and
French people, who liked to hear American music. Soon
after the war, a Texas delegation to an American Legion
convention brought the 1415t Infantry Band with them, and
when they rendered the “Old Grey Marc” number, it was
acclaimed as the offcial American Legion Band, snd nick-
named “The Ol Grey Mare Ba
By far the great majority of the musiians in this famous
band ‘were from Brenham and Washington County, and
chey came back t their home county and my. Ve, of
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course, rejoined the local organization, which became the
Brenivn Concer Band n 10585

Prof. Navratil, who has made a repucation far and wide
a5 a band Jeader, is sl directing this organia
band eelebraed s sitits : anniversaty in fune, 1656, with
an atlday orogram of music and sagiencs Every summer
open-ir concens are being gen in in Brcatiam and nearby
towns, to which large audien joy the music.
(Prof. Nayratil died May 23, 1049, dllnng Lhc < Mltes)

The GERMANIA. 2 purely soc
geniaed in 70 contined i cvites Gl 1655, when
with the local Elks

R ORWAERTS " T » s & singing claby or male
chorus, organized, it seems, in the early seventies, for we find
in the :cmds t Brenkam was represented a1 the State
Saengerfest at San Antonio in 1877, and it was stated then
hatthis s the st ce st singing club from east of the
Colorado River had participated in such 2 festival

In 1879, at Austin, when the State Sacngerfest cclebrassd
its twenty- ith Jubilec, Brenbam was again represented, and
‘Germania,

is time under the name of
Tn 1595, the Vorwaens” war organized undes the lead-
cxship of Prof. H. L. Krueger, who had directed the “Ger-
mania” since 1887. Thus the “Vorwaerts” became the suc-
cessor of the “Germania. - This new orgunization sang at th
State Saengerfest at Dallas in 1893, and at Houston in 18‘14.
A

lifc was brought into this club in 1897, when Profesor C.
Klaerner ook over the leadership, and the club prospered
il Kiserey withdrew in' the ot 1915, oo Fisst World
War bad its influence, in a way, o the deteriora

splendid chorus. Efforts were made to revive it aftcr the
war, but with little success.

The extra sheet, entitled “Brenham,” gives o picture
of the “Vorwaeris” singing club, Professor Kiaemer direc
tor, with the following wembers: Firs tenor: A, Braun-

. Mundcli, socreary; C. NulleF. C. Wink-
it G, Lempe. 7 Foey: Secomd ooy & Siens L W,
Vollmer, H. Cornelson, B. Wigand, £ H. Eversoerg. Firk

& Information by courtesy of Dr. R. A, Hasskarl of Brenhsm.
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bass: B. Schueid, H. Grote, F. Grall, H. Dornberger, £d.

Schmid, G. Huettig, C. May. S bass: W. Sater, E.

Weidner, L. Bronekant, H. Dippel, C. Hesse, §. C. Zettner,
L. Schroeder.

and O.
Schools

The citizens of Brenham ¢arly recognired the importance
of schools in the city. As early, thercfore, as 1340 2 private
school had been established within the present cs of
the city. This school was called the “Hickory Grove School”
because of its surroundings, It was first taught by James
Mitchell, who was followed by the Reverend I P. Ruacker.
In the later forties the Masonic Fraternity Graham Lodge
No. 20 sponsored an academy and also absorbed Hick
Grove School, and this school was operated by the Masony
6ll 1875, when the Brenham public school system was
organized.

In 1898, the “German-American Institute” was estab-
lished under the leadership of Ghristian Klaerner. The
school offered courses i the upper and lower element
grades, but primarily on the secondary level. It continu
Gl 1907, when Washingion Gounty created the office of
county superintendent, and Mr. Klacrer was appointcd (o
that offite.

The PUBLIC SCHOOLS were organized in Brenham
under the law passed by the Texas Legislacure in 1875,

council to establish @ public
e city council passed a series of

under which it procceded to
organize the Brenham Public School District No, 1. Bren.
ham, therefore, became the first public free school district
in Texas. Under a city ordinance adopred August 16, 1875,
a school board was created, its relationship i the city coun.
cil defined, and courses of study outlined. W. C. Rote was the
first superint . The mayor of Brenham was ex-officio
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The first teachers of the Brenham public schools were
Ac Mary Riah Ao Kot
Saunders. These teachers received their ertficaes to

rom Ruscll Shlplcy, the mayor of Brenham at that time.

Inh o the city councl, Suy t Rote
cparmd“ ol o 808 il regivents, 390 e o
265 calored.
perintendents were C. P. Esill, who followed
W. C. Rotey J. T B Jay E. McGuire, H. Stanl
H Flynnt,E W. Tarrant, Peyton Irving, Jr., WD, Nodey,
LG Tucker Floyd McCullam, J. R. Peace, M. B. R
many and G M
e the schoo 1 hxdbeenapanofdmu!y
o et balt a century, the school authositios adked.
for an independent school district, which was created by the
State Legislature on Scptember 27, 1926, G October 4, of
the same year, the city commission passed a resolution trans.
erving the ontrol and stk to fc property to the trustees
0(1})2 Brenham Independent District.

PR e resent high schaol building was erected
on_grounds pur especially for that and s
located on the southern bardar of the city it enst of the
Houston highway. X is 2 sttely tostory brick structure,
ith basemeni on he end vehich contains the heating
plant and a cafeceria,
Tecent years a large stadium with

ity of 5,500 was  rected around the foorball feld: Th

e i s cquipped with a powerful lighting sysem and
being played at night.

Ducing 1936 th 1340 alarge modern ymmasium of nacive
rock was ezected with the aid of the WhA, Besides havmvz
large auditortum for basketball, it is provided with a
tallfor band sehearals

High School authoritics, taking cognizance of
the agncnlmnl interests of the county, organized classos in
Vocational Agriculture. To give these classes practical ex.
perience and training in agriculture, the board of trustees of
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the Brenham Independent School District purchased, in
1644, seven and a balf acces of land and bidh s Deosder

house with a capacity for 1,000 chicks.

buildings, the Alamo school, the Central school,
and e igh school budlding, hosse the white children of
the disrict, whereas two large frame buildings, one 2t the
e end of the city and the oxher in the wesier part, ive
onty fir accommodations w ihe colored ehldeen. The heard
very keenly reahm the inadequacy of faclceyand has pur
ch houses Government
o macted commacion of e emporary * iationat Sacarons
The scholastc population of the Breubam Independent
School District for the year 1948 to 1949 is 1,224, of which
730 are white a1 475 chlored. The acees] sovalent in e
various school this sesson is 1,103, of which 738 are white

Frank W. Allenson is the superintendent of schools, and
?‘rulclpn! of

igore,
Biis, Nerine Kinsey, Mrs. A W. Lanier, M. E. Morris, How:
axd Pery, Mrs ). & Ruggles Mrs W. C. Schwart, M
‘Williatn Suter, Mrs. Delores Stewar

H. C. Smith is the principal oE the Central chool, which
teackes the first seven grades. ers of this
school are: Mis. Matie Bruse, N Tins Gores Mew Couh

Elizbech Malsby, Mrs, G L. Keahey, Glarence Linnstaedier,
Miss Mary Wallace and Mss. Augus

In the Alamo the first four gﬂdcs are bﬂn%‘:ugh(,
the following teachers do the teaching: Mrs. ad,
My muy Sobns, Mrs. Benita Lawrence, S b

The mmung and palicy.making body of chese schools i,
of course, the board of trustees, which, in this case, consists
O some o Brenhanr's very bes chisens. This bossd s
the affairs of these schools in the very best manner with
means that are at its disposal. The members of this board
e DR A Hastkarl peesident: Jadge W. | Embrey, A-
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F. Geick, 11 H. Broesche, Martin Eichler, [rvin Navrati,

e o of both the white and.colored schools addi.
tional clasrooms, s well 3 other improvements of the plants
xaditions o the teaching sl will be needed. As the
Consolidation of the ussl schools contimues, more transier
will very likely be made to the Brenham High School. The
e dirice e, thereore, facing che problem of
providing more funds to finance their public schools

The EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN COLLEGE vas e5-
tablished in Brenbam in 1950, hi ity having made the hest

for such a school. The plan for the institation, as adoy

‘minitey. Since the busincsmen am were not able
to donate_th t they ised, the “Deutich-
Amerikanische Seimiveren ot contribute its prop-

e
Bfteen years; 2) that children of nonLutheran families ke
permitted to attend without being required to take reli
instruction; and 9) that an elementary department would be
maintained at the institution.”

R M. Gannon s Coriian Klaermer were the
teachers employed. The Reverend G. Langner was the first
president and setved as such till 1896.

Because of financial difficulties and because of betrer
offers from Seguin, the school was finally moved to the fateer
place. Negotiations for this change were carried on in 1910
and 1911, when the intituion was moved t is present

ion, where it is prospering and has, by this e, developed
o2 Fomsyean ser college.

BLINN COLLEGE. known as Mission Institate till
1889, and as Blinn Memorial College cll (933, had s begin-
ning in the true mustay size, when its first. class of three

March 28, 1888 This o church i now die “anex” peia
t Methodist Chusch of Brenkam.
gina] purpose of the ehool was 1o tein young

7 Grusendod, A Century of Bducation in Washingion Couny, p. 364
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try, and the classes for the first years consist.
ministerial stadents exclusively. During the years that
e institution functioned under the sponsorship of the
Methodist. Church, about seventy-five young men' reecived
part or all of their maining for the ministry in the depart-
ment of theology of Blinn College. This department was
Beaded by the strongest teachers on the faculty, and the work
was quite in advance of the other
After a few years, however, the board yielded 10 the many
Tequests for academic courses. Not only thar, the school way.
made co-cducational. Until 1927, Blinn was of. nk,
offering some twenty accredited college entrance courses,

The Sou mman Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church created a substantial endowment fund of
about $85.000. Hundreds of gifts to this fund were in the

Jast decade before united Methodism, the German Confer.
ence was changed to the Southern onference and it took
in the Swedish Mission Conference, and the former Galf
Conference, which increased. its membership considerably
However, soon after the wurn of the century, academy
days were a thing of the past, except for a fow academies of

competition from the public high schools, In 1927, there.
fore, measures were taken to organize the insticucion into &
junior college. The task was assigned to Dr. Phil Deschner,
who had been elected to the presidency that year. It was o
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difficult task, as it called fora good deal more maney for the.
library, laboratorics, and especially for beteer-paid teachers
with higher degrees. But despite it all, the school received
recognition by the State Department of Education as a
ClassB junior coliege for the first year and Class-A for the
second. The latter rauk it has held all these years.

But the financial situation became more critical as time

tution in 1930. It was soon found, however, that neither of
the merged institutions had gained materially. There was
quite 2 bit of sentiment in Brenham that Blinn should be
ck into the hands of a Brenham board. The
asied dill 1936; but in 1933 the Church discontinued spon.
soring or supporting Blinn Gollegs, which would mean. dis-
continuance of the school after all. The Brenham Chamber
stepped in and took over the sponsorship of Blinn temporari.

rented from Southwestern University for several the
meantime plans were laid (o get the plant back into the
hands of 2 Brenam board, which was accomplished by 1936,

Having profited by the failure of a former campaiga to
make Blinn College a_public institution of Washington
Gounty, the administrative offcials of the school made care-

phase of the project according to law. The peaple of the
county were organized w0 vote fo of three

icasures. The voters were to decide 1) srhether this county
should constirute itself into a public junior college district,
2) whether a tx of ten cents on the one hundred dollars
property value should be levied, and 8) whether a board

for June 8, 1937, and carried, 1208 votes being cast for
the school and 821 against it. Blinn thus e first
junior college in a county-wide district in Texas. The board
elected consisted of the follawing members; C. D. Dall-
meyer, F. J. Kubitza, Dr. J. A. Luedemann, W. E. Schaer,
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Almot Schlenker, Will H. Weeren and Julian Weisler..
Isoficient Snazcial sopport was the greac handicap
under which the school labored during its entire existence.
A tencent tax on the onc bundred dollars, little as it was,
ed rather encouraging 1o eyes that had seen v i
sums all along; yet here is where the first mistake was made in
Jaunching the school on its public career. It is almost certain
that the people would have voted a twenty<cent tax about
s caily a3 terrcens x. But all i all, the small ax
“sh * for Blinn College, and the school
R Deen gaining in momentum ever since the elecion,
e were other hindrances to overcome besides finan-
cial difficulties, Fifteen o twenty years ago, there was much
opposition 1o junior colcges amon the people 222 whole.

half of e contacted in asked the question,
“Will our fx:’ dren get credit for PRy ot your
junior college when they wansfer to a senior college?” That
question had to be answered patiently over and over again.
That “anxiety” has been about completely overcome by this
time.

The overcrowded conditions of the larger institutions of
higher Jearning following the Last war helped the usior ol
leges. Thousands of veterans who could not get into the
scnior college fnally found. theis way into the sualles senior
coll the junior colleges where most of them really
belonged because of their poor preparation for entrance
imto college,
A the beginning of th fortics of this century, e public
junior college of Texas ially were admited 10
I L caislre sureed them of on ity deflams por mfy
o o corcllea. Tha b e Faneh o 3175
ihis e and well can he St affznd 10 support the
junior col a5 these institutions
Flens. Furtiéonore, the § ator college msb]n thousands i of
young people to go to college at ieast wo yea mse
of ehe Jow cost We submit, therelore, that i T 2 good bus.
s proposition on the part of the State to recognize, as in
sy 3 can Furmieh, Bigher education to young eople at
a much lower cost than through the senior colleges. It is good
business sense on the part of the local citizems to send their
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sons and daughters to their jumior colleges, because there
their children can get more personal attention, which most
of them still necd aftcr they leave high school. The parents,
100, can save a nice sum of maney in those two years, which
they can use when their children have to go to senior colleges
and board away from home.

. Shinm's fnancial concerns have been lesened consider-
ably, to say the Ieast. But from the very beginning as a public
jumior collsge in 197, the school did ot depend on loc
support alone and on local young peaple to make up. the

today, 1949, scven buses are in use.

“The carollment had increased considerably by 1941, the
year of Pearl Harbor. During the war years, however, the en.
rollment dropped as much as forty per cent. In 19451946
the

10 accommaodate their students

A word should be said here about the library of Blinn
College. Librarics in an institution arc important. They are
the heart of college work. Institutions of lcarning are being
judged much on the library facili

The Blinn library was built up through the, years © over
6,000 volumes while the school was under the sponsorship,
fisst, of the Southern German Conference, and later under
the Southern Conference, which was a merger of the Swed-
ish Mission Conference and che Lonisiana Conference with
the Southern German Conference, assuming the new name
of Southern Conference, a5 mentioned before. These many
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books were accumulated through donations by friends of the
school and through funds set aside for the purchase of books.
M n anyone clse connected with the school, J. L.
Neu was the moving spirit in organizing the librery during
‘many years, and till bis withdrawal from Blinn he was unsar.
pased in lomgevity of service, which was twenty.seven years.
o trained librarians were employed in those years, which
accounted for the fact that 1 served as librarian for five years.
On the termination of the merger of Blinn College with
Southwestern University, perhaps two thousand velumes
were moved to the library of that institution, where a Blinn
ial alcove was created in that library.
‘The first trained librarian employed by Blinn Col

; Miss
Moore, now withthe Browning Library of Beylor Univer:
sity; and the present librarian is Miss Clara Hamblen.
When Blim became a junior college. one thousand. dol-
Iars was set aside the first year to purchase new books. Eve
after that 2 minizum of five hundred dollars wis vaed
the purchasing of new books and rebinding old ones. In

selected number of current magazines and papers.

The school is in need of 2 separate library building, with
a large reading room, a workroom for the Hbrarian and as-
sistants, and other accommodations, It had always been my
dream to_be able to have such a building erected on the
campus, for which purpose I contacted soveral men with
‘money, but to no avail.

Blinn College has the following departments in which it
offers appropriate courses: Agriculture, Business Administra-
tion, Educarion, English, Foreign Language, History and

ics, Music, and Sci bacteri
ology. chemistry, biology and physics.

Blinn was saved for Brenham and Washington County
by the cooperation of the local citizens in taking the school
over on a taxsupported basis, but during the critical period
laxgely chrough the sacrifices of the teachers. These teachers
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ool. Conservatively cstimated, the salaries of teachers in

Blinn ar that time were as much as $400 to $500 annually
below the average salaries in other pablic aticutions of the
e rank as Bhan, Muldply difs aim and you

have from 34,000 to $5,000 that each of these tea
ributed toward the ¢ saving ofthe colege.

On the other hand, let us say the average cirizen
Washington County pzvs et on $2000 each year, which, ot
ten cents on the one hundred property value, woule

amount to $200. Muliply rac by lzn 2 you have $20. o
conuibuted toward the saving of the
mmdzmﬂla:waemduhcnlwﬂl:h&
years deserve to be mentioned here. Mrs. Louis Beaaley,
B .. who did a good job a» science teacher from 1931 4
1947, could have moved on to betrer compensating positions,
but she stayed with us; Mrs. . C. Luderdale, i
s director,

music came here in 1931, and is still
active in that eap i Cotham, M. A., was
added to our faculty in 1933, when the depression was at its

on o

tor in mathematics and coach (all for the same salary as the

Ten) L 1950 T. . Waiker, M. A camo o Bl In 1995

a8 xegistrar and instructor i education, and continoed in
i 1947; L

L B. A,
oty Bion when the csss s bt po past but salarics
were still low for 2 number of years All of these teachers

“adarn the ocd

econs sk we give here all former instructors in
Bl e st ot one year and over and have not
been mentioned elewters in s book. They are: Rev. Jo.
scph Fielder, English; il Schuler, Musi and Enih;
John . Stulken, M5, Scicnce (hrt tacher with s 2 degree);
Wesley Speckmann, B, A Mathematics; E. W, Winkler, 5.
Lie, History; Gus F. Unbinthe, Madhematics; Albert Coha,
Muslc' Mrs. Tda Hartis, Music; D. H. Fischer, oA

; Athur Nicbuhr, M. A, Matheinatics; G. W.

Commercial Coursest W, $. Brand, enberger, B. A., Hmm'y
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frs. Emma Tarrant Fisher, B. Lie; Miss Alice Mac Schnei-
der, B. A., Bible; Howard A. By B.
Administrat

Broughton, Stenography and Typewri i

Wendt, M. A, Mnthnh.xuu- MusYAngeh Nicbunr, B A,

English; Mrs. Alice Glay Watson, Librarian; Mzs. D.

Becker, Piano; Miss Juanita Niederauer, Piano; Sixen

Athletics and Arithmetic; Frank W. Alenwon, B. S, Ad

Ietics; Ernest Heyer, Forelgn Lan, R. O. B
rane,

Science; H. W. Grant, M. A., Science -

ple, B, Stenography and i 5. Newir, M. B.
. and Social Science; Carl Fischer, B. A.,

and Chorus; Charles M. Palmer, B. A, Dramatics

Speech Art; Miss Alecta Mac 5wc.mm, athernatics;
i Bird, M. A, E Mrs, Dick Kilgore,

B. A, Mathemtics; jobn 1. Morgan, M. . History and

cnt,
ulty members listed in the catalogue for the year
1949-1950 are as follows: T. M. Spencer, B. 5., M. A,

. S hmitant Concls Marg
A, English; Mys. Trene Jenkins Ebler,

T Ferguson, M, A, Social Scien
B. A., English;

ture; Dora . A, Busines Admicistation:
James G. Lynch, M. S, Fehcation; Mrs, Dorine Kendrick.
Sauls, B. A, Shorthand and Iypeviting R Saule B. 5.
Business fdmisharation; Walter C. Schwara, B. B. A,
Business Adminiseration; August Weiss, M. A., Social Sci
caces Mrs. 1. C. Landerdale, Mosic and Diréctor of Chomes.
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Many of the best citizens of this county, as well as citizens
of other counties of Texas, served on the board of trustees of
Blinn College in the days thar are pas. The original board
consisted of these men: Rev. W, Plaefle, M. W. Mann,

Rev.

Theulenaeyer, Rev, D. Matd ev. G, Koch, Rev. R
ev. ]. C. Groch, Rev. Win. Felsmg, Ferdinand Nie-

huhr, o Blumberg, E. W. Hauder, Rev. H. Homburg,
Rév. G. Schulze, E. W.

iny 3
Blinn, Rev. John et o o, R John Hierholzer,
Rev. G. Dosdall, Rev. C. Blinn, H. Wellinann, Rey. Ouo
Ricbe, Rey. E. C. Dracger, Rev. J. Ou, Gusiae Urbanike,
v I Kieal, Rev. € B Seinter) L ¥ Knegso Jacob Mar.
tin, Ret A . Heory Racke, F. Brandenberger,
Henry B\‘nlun Iolm B Meyers 1. C. Hodde, John Wiehe.
mann, Rev, A, A: Leifesse, Wan, Wend, F. 15, Miler, & L.
Nicbuhr, Rev. Wm. Buchrer, Rev. J. W. A. Witt, L. G.
Holze, Rev. E. C. Schuessler, Rev. Phil Deschner, D. C.
Blumberg, T. A. Low, Rev. C. F. Bohméalk, Rev. C. W. Ber
guist Rev. B. E. Breiban, Rev J. L. Rode, G. A. Runkel,
Rev. Everett Frey, J. P. Campbell, W. F. Finck, Rev. E.
Lundblad, Rev. ). F. Samer, Frank Jensen, Ben Kneese,
Rev. W. B. Morgan, Rev. W.'A. Ward, James B. Meyer. E.
A. Eversberg, F. L. Amsler, Rev. Ben Behrens, W. C. J.
mrq-md:, “W. E. Hoting, Rev. H. C. Leonard, Edvi
Hohlt, H. C. Hafer, H. G. Broesche, H. E. Dracger, Rev
excy Beck, C. L. Wilkins
‘The trustees who served on the board right afeer the
merger with Southwestern University had been dissolve
and reconstruction of the finances was begun, were R. C.
Barmes (presidens: Almot Schlenker, teasurer; | E. Weis
ler, sxtomey; . F. Schmidy, T. P. Walker, and F. ). Kubit-
The first board clcted by he junior college disric were
D. Dallmeyer, Almot Schlenker, |. E. Weisler, Dr. LA
Luedcmxnn, Will Weeren, F. J. Kubitza, and W. E. Schaer.
The present board consists of Dr. Gustay Heineke, presi-
dent; Odis Tomachevsky, sccretary-treasurer; M. B. Holle-
man, vice president; and Abie Lesser, Sr., Paul Rothermel,
Robert Appel, and Reinhard Goeking.
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PRESIDENTS OF BLINN COLLEGE

Carl Urbantke 1
Reverend Gottlieh 1901
Dr. John Pluenncke, B. A, M. A, D. D, 19011909
Professor J. L. New, B. A. 19091924
cverend . E. Breihan, Ph. 19941927
Dr. Phil Deschner, B. A. 192719
A.A. Grusendort, B. . 19201985
Professor C, F. Schmidt, B A,, M. A. 19851
Dr. T. M. Spencer, B.S,, M. A, Ed. D. 1047,

During the with Souchwestern University, Dr.
King Vivian was president also of Blinn College.

Brenham Newspapers

renham carly in its history had a newspaper, The Lone
Star was esiablished by William H, Ewing in 1845. In 1848
the Christian Aduocaie was started in Brenham but was pub-
lish :

Tower, which became the Brenham Banner shortly after it
was begun. It was a weekly paper and began its influence in
the so-called Reconstruction da

ing editor was evidently bolder than prudent
when he protested in the Southern Banner, as it was called
then, that certain practices of the milit

German imniigrants came into the county in large num.
bers soon after the war. They naturally brought with them
customs and actitudes to which they were accustomed in
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One of the things they soon did was to
ambhs a ; the Tots Volkshote, the it
sue appearing in 1873, The and had

@ large cirenadon for nearly a balé mmm,, but its publi-
cation ceased soon after World W

Breniam Hanmer-Press, 2 it is called today, was or-
ganized in 1013, However its foreranner, che Bremhar Ban-
ner, was pul soon after the Civil War, as stated before.

it e
Brenham Bonner in 1912, and the Brenham Press in 1913,
The Luter paper had becn. published by George Tucker
since 1911,

George Neu was the managing cditor from 1912 dll his
eath 1y 1027, Dunng his management the Banmer-Press
Publishing Jras onganized und the beauitulsirwe

home.x the work today as erected. D. €, Blake

came mmg & cditor after New and carried on the work
Gl his death in 1956, Tom Whitchead wok over the man
ggement aftee D. C. Blake, May, 1937, Under him the Bren-
er-Press has prospered and has gained wuch in

per was
increased by the adding of a 1000-watt radio sution
{KWHI), which has a coverage of about eleven counties, and
s quite an asset w the town.

A few other newspapers appearcd on the scene in Bren-
har and dhen yanished agaro. Heginoing with October, 1919,

well as a weekly issue. It was in existence only a few years,

However. In 1010 and 1041 the Brenham Wetkly was pub.
Tished by Billy Mayfeld.

Other Cultural Interests

HOME CONFECTIONERY, This is really not a busi-
ess firm, but a soutce of joy. 1t is so bighly aristic that we

would hesitate to cla it among the ordinary business firms.
It is a mint factory, yes, and was bcgun in 1921, when the
first few boxes of these beautiful mints were sent to custom-
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ers. By the time of the Sccond World War these mints had
become 50 well known and so much sppreciated that they
‘were sent to our boys in cvery oumey on the globe, except
Iceland, where they were perhaps not known among our
soldiers and their reatives 4t howe. They are being ordered
by people in practically every state in the Union, because
they make the most delighttul gift anyone could imagine.
Miss Martha Schweiss owns and operaies s this oon[ecumlay
The BRENHAM PUBLIC LIBRAR!
local Fortnightly Club, was established I b
in 2 beauiful stone structure built epecially for Library
‘purposes under the administration of Mayor T. A Low, in
1555 The Lbrary nas over 6000 volumes, consisting of
tion. hisory, blography, 2 large collection of books in ihe
fine arts, children’s books and books in psychology. That

ovn
amounted to 1,080 juvenile books and over 500 for
“The Hibrary is fully caalogucd and emgloys 2 Uimrian. It
Teceives funds for its maintenance and mprov
Ohserving “library g day” ammally and by receiving me.
‘morial books by donation.
o SHAUTAUQUA s e name given o 2 remarkable sy
of populac education, which 1 the evalution of & Sun-
bly held at Chautauqua Lake, New York,
e oo ot Le74, for che nstruction of Suaday School
teachers. The movement was poj om the ﬁm, aod it
increased in scope from year to e andl it had
large proportions. It was iiended by From 40,000 5 3000
interested people anmually.

Bt local Chautauquas began 0 develop and spread over
fmerica, Afte the torn of the century, Brenham fo years
}nd a whole weck of Chautauqua, consisting of t

s 2 day. Some of the most famous speakers of the naion
m] of foreign countrics spoke from these platforms, musical
dramatic organizations of national and. micrnational
fame gave programs. Thousands of people anended these
Chautauquas
But the corhing of the phonograph, the radio, and the
ovies” sccms to have made the continuance of the local
Chaun\lquz impossible. During its time the Chautauqua
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movement added much to the cultural life of loal com-
munitics and 1o the nation as a whol
THE REX AND SEMON THEATERS, The Rex Thea
ol by W. A. Scuckest in 1915. T
complecely renovated in recent years and mms 2 large par-
rongge. It s seaing capaciy of 450.
The Simon Theater, built by Mrs. Alex Simon in 1925

and vecently Eun:hucd by W. A, and W. R. Seuckert, is a
twostory brick structure of graceful e style, The
henter part of e Dalding har » san of 715 Tt

The architect designed the auditorium so that its Aenimien
are the best, and it was made sound o

are wnder the joint management of W. A and W, R. Smd;
ert, father and son, ey furnish much for the commun

ty that is cultural and entertaining.

The Brenham Churches

The chorches of Brenham are a mighty force for good.
They are the “savoring salt” in the communiry, mpertect
though they may be. The American people had better
up and realze the great saporeence of T chureher n e
i of he nadion; for what the United Swares s a5 demmn.
cratic country is very largely the by-product of the religions
infl its churches upon the thinking and attitudes of
its people. The Chiareh, how sy sood Tor freedom, the
value and importance of the individual and his inalienable
rights. Allow the churches  up, and soon there will be
no more American way of life.

ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH dates its begin-
ning back to Noverber, 170, when he plot of ground on
ihich the church sands was donated by B. H. Basert and
his brother, Jeflerson Baset

he congregation has grown seeadily and is s today wor-
i mg in the beautiful edifice that was crea:d in 1936,
er Charles Weisnerowski is the present.

S Man ary's Gathlic school is located on the Seme ground.
Here the children of the parish get instruction in religion
and in the common conrscs.

‘THE FIRST METHODIST GHURGH came into exist-
ence when the former Fourch Strect Methodist Episcopal

19
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Ghurch and he Giddings Memorial Methodist Episcopal
Irh out

h, merged in 1939,
Memorial Methodist Church dates back

The ground was purchascd in 1848, buc as all the Tomber
had t be d by hand, the structure was noc com:

Metbodism among the Gerinans of Texas hegan in the
later forties t century. Missionaries were sent out
&:"q whece 3 strong center of German
Methodismhad” devel der the leadership of Dr.

By 1867, Brenham had become a mission field where such

issionaries as the Reverend Mr. S:l\m.elﬂc( and
the Reverend Mr. Mumme did pioneer work., These men
did not live in am, but in a setdement four miles

i
Brenham a number of German Methodists held their x Sunday
school in the Methodisc Church, South. Tn 1872, the Rev

tke was assigned @ the Brenham circuit.
Ty he conducted servises i & £abinet worker's op.
That year a plan was adopted to build a church. When in

) % o2 decided to open a chuxch ool 22 Brenham,
impox a5 added o ehis congregacion. Blinn Collese
was bl only 2 block sway From e Fadle chorch. In 1913,
wrch structure was erected, and the prescnt
parsomage in 1923, Several annual conferences wese heid
in Brenham, the last ane in 1931, Bishop Waldorf presiding.
The merged congregation now numbers over 500 mem-
bers. Tts Sunday moming services are regularly brosdenst
over KWHL, the local radio station. The church has dopred
a building plan, which it hopes w0 carry to comy completion wilky
in the next few years. The present pastor is
T A Chapman,
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH was established in
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1935 with seven familics, Since is beginning, the congrega-
tion has had a phenomenal growth, for tods ai ounts over
three hundred souls under its spiritual carc. The pres
sncuary was dedicued in Febraany, 1942 e Reverend
man i the pastor, The church is ocaied in
South Do » bevatioh esidentil part of the city.
o 1647, the church added g parochial school iy
In this school the children of the first four grades are being
given insructon in the cotamon, coures of our schoos and

in private homes, The
frst organization was effected on November 5, 1877, with
cighteen charter members. A building was soon
crected, but was destroyed by fire in the late eighties. The
present sancauary was ddicated Javary 15, 1899, In 1942 an
ducational building w erecrel. Ti i a to:
and answers the needs of the congregation for Sunday school
purposes and other actviiesof dhe charge The chuatch now
has « membership of over one hundred. The pasor s the
erend
S PETER'S ERISGOPAL CHURCH was established

d sill are, communicants of this church. On May 2,
1948, this congregacion celcbrated its centennial. Ic has a
Jong and noble record. Father S. Moylan Bird has been the
rector of the parish for thirty-five years.

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH dates irs begin-
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back to October 29, 1890, when the first sanctusry was
e v Street. This building was
dhe Galveson storm in 1900, whereupon 2 second priomied
‘was erected on the same site. Years later 2w sie was pur-
chased on South Ausin Street, on which the e preseat beauti
ful edifice, dedicated on September 27, 1025, now .iun!k
This buiding e  lavge bepeméne widh rooms for
school classes and a large hall for social gatherings and. gm.
ol amemblics. The wncuuary s one of the most beautiful
oy
o congregation i the Jergest in Breakam. :mmung its
g;slcmberﬂup at uaz The Reverend . Langacr e e
, serving this congregation from 1890 4li 1912. He
was o o president of the Evangelical Lutheran College that
vas locased here il 1911, The present pusor is the Rever-
end Theodore Streng, who took. chaege o the congregation
om Ociober 20, 1985, nder His 1o eship the congregation
bhas paid dhe xather lasge Dalance of the building et e
been well organized sng placed on a high spiritus] Ievel.
The FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, known first 2s New

scnt_edifice was erected in 1802 gammge,
924, and
the present parsonage was the st year, In 1955 the
church was completely renovated and an cdcational build-
5 23000 4 a cit o 15,000, In 1045 the congregation ob-
Served b censenmil, It iy one. of the srong chitches in the
community, and it is steadily growing in membership
in its influence for good. The Reverend John W. New is e

RESBYTERTAN CHURCH. This charch was organ.
ized in 1877. It had among its charter members such
:\enl citizens as ]udge Bassett, Judge W. W. Searcy, Captain
ham Sloan, and others. The present. building was
m 1879, and has been in consiane e, except for & fow

“Brw. k. Riggs served as pastor of the congregation for
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many years. For some time the congregation consisted of
a large and active membership. Unfortunately, many of the
1szd.1ng membery moved o other centers, and. for a few

0 services

TR 1910 ome new mmnb:n had moved to Brenham, and
ffors were made 1o scorganie the congrogaton and begin
inisters ed the

by
Dr. Thomas Gordon Watts, former pastor of the First Pres-

Church of Bryan.

The SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS have a small con-
gregation in Brenkam, the leading members o which are the
J. F. Schramm amily, Miss Lydia Fldred and others. They
arc small in number but strong in faith and good works.

The BNAI ABRAHAM congregation was organized
about 1885. Jewish immigrants came to Washington County
2 carly s 1861, when B, Levinson sexled here, ‘About 1860

the Alex Simon family, whose descendants have been
prominently connected wi A B enterprises in Bren-
well as with social and civic affairs.

“hs more Jowish, people came o shis ey, 2 congregation
was organiscd. At it held services on he Saboats and
on High Holidays in the hall of the Second Texas Infant
Bmd on Baylor Strect on the site now occupied by the public
liby

The s Hebrew Synagogue was erected in 1392, but
was destroyed by fire the same. ym, i the present build:
ing was erccted in 1803. The tion sssumed the name

Bial Abrabam. L. Fink was the frer president of h

getion; T. Susitsky, vice presidents L. 7. Harnson, ireasoe:
ex; and J. Lewis and Abe Fink, secretaries, during 1897 and
1868

mong the dhaster members were: Joe Levin, . Fink, B

L Levin, Abe Harvison, M. Rosensiock H. Levid A

son, P. Meyer, H. Mammerman, G. H. Hyma

N. Cennaron, I, Lipthic. B. Schoenteld, M. o, & Vi
i, M. N. Fink, H. Gross, J. Stein, and L. Becker.

A Sabbath and Hebrew school was organized in January,
1899 The congregation vas served by Rabbis Isfacl. M.
Schwartzstein, L. D. Rabinowitz, I Nushin, L. Katz, M.
Alter. Altr Eabbi ki who e in 1045, 26 reguler sabbi

has served the congregation.
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COLORED CHURCHES. Brenham has a number of
colored churches. A Raptist chaxch is on the comer of Gay
and Garrett strects; a Methodist Ghurch is on the corner of
High and First streets; the African Methodist Church is on
o A

are around
the cdges of the city. A colored Catholic Church is located
zbuut s miles from Brenham on the OId Washington

[Zivin: Senvice and Fraternal Clubs

The AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY
WOMEN is 2 national educational organization
founded.in 1882 by a small group of women who held de.
grees from colleges and universities, Their purpose was
emphasize the importance of admit ting wor romen to colleges

the country. The national association has grown pldl
and todey Gounts close 16 70,000 menbers <ag abow 403
chapters.

The nmvmlly omen of Brenham, under the eadership

aret. Cotham, Professor of English in Blinn
College, and- M; Ziesmer, m@mu
‘exas, branch of this nattonal astociation on June 16, 1641,

Cotham, president: Mrs. ], W ¢ it v president;

and Mrs. Win, Suter, secrefary-treasnrcr. Mrs. B, 1. Ziomer
was appointed membership chairman; Miss Tina Cus
educational chairman; Mrs. Tom Whitehead, publicity
Miss Joardis Parks, social studies; Mits Marjoric
ive aris; Mrs. Louis Bearley, cconomic and legat
st M Vs Framces Sharpe, fellowship; and Miss Sue Moore,
librarian. On July 21, 1941, their charter was approved by
1he matienal asochion.

chairman:

The local chapter has been very active since its begin-
ping Meecings ate held regulasly'and topics of current
intece are ably disu some member at. ther meet
ew yesvs aiter i1 organbation. hapter estab-

s schalarhip Tor high school gn'l: "ot Washingion

Cuumy who want 1o entex Blinn College and who can quali-
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fy for college entrance. Foar irls have received this scholar-
iip o daie. They arc Mis Gail Himas, Mis Rutiyce
Rnight, Miss Dorothy Appel and
The present chis o e Breni brmch et
ciation are: Miss Marjorie Atp, presi Margare:
Cotham. vice president; Mrs. Cecil Fae Donalson, see
" Regsies. weamarer; and. Mise Tina Gurce

Motin.

The BRENHAM PARENT - TEACHER ASSOCIA-
TION began its activities about 1910. Mrs. Bowers was one
of its first members and p t, and Mrs. 1. G, Sisamons
became secretary about 1915, o Tadics doing Trch pio-
neer work in the organization.

For years there were three groups of the ParentTeacher
sociason in Brenbam, oue in the Alamo school, one in
Cental school, and a third one in the high school. The lat-
ter, however, has not been functioning since ot 1946.

These groups of the association have done much to bring
about beter understanding between the homes of Brenbam
and their public school teachers. They have also been instru-
‘mental in bringing the needs of the schools befere the public
and before the administradve offcals of the school syscem,

occasionally resulted in the besterment of con”
riom st improvements on the school plants. Undoubt:
edly there is 1o better connecting ageney between the publ
of a school district and s educational forces han a wide.
awake and understanding Parent Teacher Association.

The BRENHAM Ro’nm{ CLUE was organized in
1921, with Judge W. J. Embrey as its first president and
Fred Amslef as sceretary. Judge Embrey served two years as
presdent and Fred Amiler as seoretary for many yearn

se two gentlemen are the only charter members st
with the club,

“The club has never grown into a large mep! becth

rally g fom thify o forty merirs. Bu it Fa s
sumdd the Teadership i many worth while movements snd
projects. When the Romry Club endorses a project or move-
ment, it means a , 3 among s membersip are
Some of the leading catisems of Bread

In the pasc years the club has ll;qnsored
pro,:u. at Texas Agriculural and Mechanical Collu;e Thu
rofect a4t i the Jorm o & oomin and.bosrding hovss
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intended largely for om Washington County
who needed help to go m to“%t Pmbnb]y severa hundved
young men from Wasl unty have had the benei
of his projec house, e ke o] of et e lodging
was at 2 minimum. At present the value of this house i
estimated ac muz 25,000,
very s the club sends a high school junior to
the Boy St usin. 1t backed up sasantitly overy Boy
ut project and movement in the county, and boosted the
vt or o to build 3 public swimming peol for
Brenham. At present it is sponsoring the skating rink at
Blinn College by “aking 3 Toan of $400 vo.the College 10
purchase s. This loan is being paid back on
installment
The club mects every Tuesday at moon for lunch at
Hotel St. Authony. Tis present oficils arer Ciaude Mast,
presdent; Adolply Wiede, vice presidens; Heary A Wood
11, secretary; and Almot Schlenker, treasurer. Miss Patsy
Koon is Sweetheart of the Club.
The BRENHAM LIONS CLUB dates its fs beginning back
10 September 1, 1936, with the following chart
Walter Colling M. H. Ehlert, H. £. Ferguson, e P
e, R. K. Ga cineke I Heakel Dr . Hodde
i qseyﬂEKnmnAFMke, i, Er
nest. Rising Emest Schave, Leon Simank Ru;lurd i
tepan, E. F. Stegemmeller, . E. Wei CE
Suinners, “4.J." William. Frank “Kulbanck, and W. E.

"The fest. offcers of the club were: J. E. Weisler, prest
dent; Walter Collins, first vice president; M. H. Ehlert
ondice precden; £ F. Smgemucl.kx, third vice pr

fen) rytreasures . . Josey. lion tam:r, md
Wexl:y icbuhr, ] cwiter Fhe di : Rich:

G E Koon. A, J. Williams, and Fred Hoineke. The
i o i on October 20, 1936, in the

usual mecting place now is the American Legion Hall, al
though the club has met at various places.
True 10 its ideals a5 a service club, this local chapter has
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igken imeret. i, asisting blind children or children with
defective cyesight. The club also boos Boy
Scon activities, the biggest fom nden this ncuvny that it
has carried out being the erection of the Boy Scout hut close
to Firemen's Park. It also anmually scnds a high hoot junior

Clubs of the county by making loans to these clubs to cnable
em to undertake some projects in animal husbands
Jis present officias arc: Leon Simank, president; A. M.
Rogers, first vice presid . A 'Tracy, second vice presic
dont B . Fiowber, dhovd sice president; R, W. Loesch,
sccretary; Billy Sohs, treasurer; . E. Bucbrer, lion tamer;
and Travis T. Voelkel, tail twister. The directors ate: E.

RENHAM FORTNIGHTLY CLUB was : organ

ized in I89§ with the following charter members:

B. Botts, Mrs. Beauregard Bryan, M. B, Eld.ridge,

Frankie Foote, Mrs. C. C. Gareit, Mrs, H. K, , Harrion,

Mrs. Henry Hughes, MrsJohn M. Key, i T 1 Tockert,
rs. R. E Luhn, Mrs. H. C. Mclntyre, Miss Lucy Rucker

i O A S

o 1001 shis club xablished a public c ibrary, which. ac
that time, was housed on the second floor of the old city hall.
In' 1986, the present ibeary building was erecied especially
for that purpose, 2s stated before. The club became a mem-
ber of e State Federation in 1899 and of the General Fed-
eration in 1914. In 1920 it was admitted to membership
the Pioncer Club, and in 1982 it organised st § nto art
ivie, lcerary and music departments, wich offcias of cach
departme

Atmn‘lmg to the constitution and bylaws of the club,
the chicf purpose or object for its existence is “the
ment and maincenance "5i'a pablc library, and e sn
civic improvement.”

JThe club holds regular monthly business mectings on the
second Tuesday of each month, in which members of all
epartmcnty ke part. A yent ‘bock 1 prepaced snd pub:
departments take part. A Pprepa pu

The | present officials of the club are: Mrs. Louis Deau-
mier, presiden; Miss Marjorie Arp, first vice president;
Mz, W. F. Hasskarl, second vice president; Mrs. Lorenz Sei.
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del, secretary; Mrs. A. E. Stinnett, treasurer; Mrs. Gordon
Labiston, cotresponding secreary; and it g
Teporter.

The board of direciors of the lbrary is comy
present civie of the folowing members: Mex Fows Bean,
ier, Mrs. & F. Stinnett Mos. Day Sumpley and Mrs. E. P-
Andcrson. Mrs. H. G. Sizmans is the Horavian.
RAHAM LODGE NO. 20, A. F. and A. M. dates back
t0 1844, when D. McGee, James Win. H\m J. D. Giddings,
co. W. Gentry, Henry King and Hugh Mclntyre petc
tioned the Gramd Lodgg Republic of o fo 8 hane?
Grabam Lodge, under the dispensation, which was e oo
mended by M Mxlam Lodge No, 11 of Independence, Texas,
sation was granted at Wahingun,
T on ufunﬂ 1844, by Brother Thomas G. Western,
Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge Republic of Tex.
a. The charter was finally granted on n Jamay 15, 1845, wiih
the following Brothers scrvi officers of Graham
Lodge No. 20: Henry King. Sk onshiphul Maser, James
W, Hunt as firs Senior Warden, and H. C. Metncyre as
firse Junm arden.”

Tty in its history, Graham Lodge ook active interest
in education by wking over Hickory Grove School, built in
1840. This school was taken over in 1848 or 1849 and the
name of the schaol changed to Masonic Acaaemy, and at she

same time_the building was his academy
sponsored. by the local chaprer tll 1875, when free schools
Became active. It was then that Gr: ¢ No. 20 pre-

semted its school property 1o the city of Brenham.
Graham Lodge No. 20 is strong today, addir
to its membership. As of January 24, 1944, it repoﬂtd i
members. In that yeat the offcers were W, J. Sloan, W. My
H. L. Steinbach, J. M. Tomme,
Snodgrasy !reammv Yk Witner, s
Laid, s, raber, kin,
Kober Km.g, J STEE b dcccastd T,xn
The EASTERN STAR. Brenham Chapter No. 144, Or.
dex of the Bastern e, was cvabibed Gespber. 25, 1925,
with Mrs. Jessie M. Tucker as Worthy Matron aud G. W,

. Mc-
§r, 5. 8

S Ctormation from “Conienia Brogram” Grasm Lodge No. .
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Kopp as Worthy Patron, Mrs. Bertha DeWare was Associate
Matron.
The following charter members are recorded: Mrs. Jessie

e meeting place of this organization is in the Mason-
ic Temple of Brenham, Texas, the first Tuesday of cach
month.

The present offcers of the chapter are: Miss Florence
High, Worthy Matron; W. C. Dobritz, Worthy Patron: Mrs.
Ada Hackney, Associate Matron; and M. H. Ehlert, Asso-
iate Pa

ciate X

BRENHAM LODGE B. P. O. ELKS 79 was organized
July 5, 1905. The Elks of the country have set for themselyes
the high ideal of enhancing the happiness of others and alle.
viating the suffering of crippled children.

The Jocal club supports every Boy Scout movement and
assists in sponsoring the Elks Crippled Children'’s Flospital
at Ottine, Texas, in Gonzales Gounty, where children are
being treated for polio and other discases.

The local lodge has its own club house, which is pro-
vided with all kinds of conveniences and. accommodations.
It has 2 membership of about three hundred. The present
officials are: Kirvin Kicke, Exalted Ruler; Leon Simank,
Leading Knight; Frank Wood 111, Loyal Knight; Travis
, Esquire; Oscar Schubert, Iner Guard; Fred Ams.
ler, Secretary: T. A. Low, St., Treasurer: and Sam Muery.
Ti i

Ru
Association. This club meets on every second and fourth
‘Wednesday of each month in the Elks Club Rooms.

“The GRAND LODGE OF THE SONS OF HERMANN
was organized in Brenham, Texas, March, 1390, with such
charter members as Adolph Mochler, Chas. Holenza, Robert
Strickert, W. F. Cordes, F. G. Langhamer, Wim. Wenen.
wieser, Ed. Amsler, T. U. Meyer, Hugo Becker, C. Nieder-
aver, H. Franke, Ben Schmid, E. Reichardr, F. Kretexlin,
and G. E. Neinast
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, The name of the ocal chaprer s Vorwaers Lodge N
The,order was pamed after Hermann, the famons Teader of
the Teutonic hordes against Cacsar Augustus’ legions in
Tmlmhnrg Forest, in which the Romans suffered 2 disastrous

“The presen offcers of the loca chapeer ase F, G Kuge,
president; Henry Tindens vice president. and W. 1 Seian:
ker, secre

The WOMAN'S AUXILIARY to the WASHINGTON
COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY was first organized in
1920, bueafer two years was gain disbanded. On September
18, 1981; it was reorganized by Ms. M. A. Jones of Hemp-
sad, councl woman for the Ninth Disirict o she Wonants
Auxiliary of the Texas Medical Association, who explained

»

Mz, T. O. Wooley was elected president; Mrs. G. A L.

Hodde, oreasurer; Mrs R A Hasdarl e wepoier. Other
charter members were: Mrs. A. E. Becker, who was clected
panliamentatian; Mrs. R. E. Knoile and Mys. W. F. T sskarl.

was pr Sour
o Do Masid Sundliey (8th, 9th, 10th Districe)
in turn, and served at State Historian, Mrs. C. E. Southem
srved 2> Couneil Woman of che Ninth Disteict and 2 presi-
dent and vice president of the South Texas District Medical
Ausitny, Mot W, F. Hakatl was tresmmrer and Councl

‘Woman of the same district, and Mrs. A. E. Becker was te-
conding secrcary of the sete organization and ako presi
dent of the district, while Mrs fooley served a term
38 s vice president of che S o Biosier Medrat
Auxiliary and as corresponding secretary.

In 1640 the Aaxilary entermined the Souh Texas Dis
trict Medical Auxiliary which was held in Brenham, with

the Washington and Austin County Medial Audliaries
acting as joint hostess
The local Auliey has contribuced annually toward 2
seudent loan fund for needy medical stadens. 1t gave $25.00
ward the cost of the iron lung purchased by the eitizens of
Breaharm in 1957, This tocl chapter of the Medical Auxili-
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ary has also contributed to the Tubercular Fund, the Caticer

ng, and the Crippled Children's Home at Gonsales, and
arch of Dimes?

e officers for 1048 to 1949 are: Mrs. Robt. A. Hass-

ol presldem Ms. Roger E. Knolle, vice president; Mrs.

Toubin, recording secretary; Mrs. Arthiur Becker, cor-

15. emer Searcy, Mi
‘Evans, Miss Myrile Kenney (deceased), Miss Kzn‘hryne Elon-
dean. Mis Dells Niederer, Mis Forence High, essic

ol Leona Weimann Becker, Miss Scphm eine,
Mis Dollle Lok (Beceased) Miss Texaa Eblert, Mis Ross

“The original aim of the club was recreational. Later,
bowever, it began to sponsor play and physical training ac-
divities. It meets on Lh: umd Thursday in each month.

The present offcers are: Mrs. Josey Viereck, president;
Mrs B, . Holtuclaw, sce presidents Ml 1da Mae Wl
wreasurer: and Miss Marie Wigan

AMERICAN LEGION, BUDDY WRIGHT POST NO.

48 was organized in 1919. From its very ing the Post
has been a veal power for all kinds of wholcsome 2nd helpful
saivities i e in tl of Buddies wh

elp, Some of the very best citizens of the county
belonged £ it from the first.

I 1936, under the lesdership of Gommander Den Scle-
der, the beautifl Legion Hall was built of mative rock, This
kall has not only served the Buddy Wright Post No. 49, buc
the public as a whole has had the use of this hal

The Buddy Wright Post No. 48 s ipunsored most of the
important s, especially thosc of a patriotic namre,
e mout ovsnding bevng the Tevas Genichagal esebiaco

2 Information from mamscript by Mie. R. A Hasskarl of Bremban,
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in March, 1936, which was observed with a grand parade in

Brenham and then followed by an all-day program out at
Washington Park, where thousands of peopl all over
Texas and from other star cbration.

to the membership. The American Legion, not only in

Washington Gounty or Texas, but al over the United

States, will and can be a mighty true Ameticanism,

which must include things that are sound, safe and sanc in
8 s

i ing exservice men have served as commanders
of the American Legion Buddy Wright Post No. 48 snce
1919; Giddings Swone e (Jeceased, 15, A, Kellng D R

1, F. W. 5, ChappeL

5. H. Tiyman, K. A Gajske, W. W, Gross, Joe K Guria,
Louis Beazley, E. F. Krwse, C. D, Dallmeyer, Dr.
(deccased), Dr. Wm. Schell (deceased), H. R Schm-ﬂ

Ben Schieider, . V. Dict. iz, W. 'T. Owens,
F. G, Pilughaupt, 1. H. Bartz, ]. L, Routt, A. F. Wledg W
Micling, Franklin Fisher, and M. H. Ehlerc. Jam

kinson is commander at

0 Bresham Benner-Pres, Vol. 3, No. 223, October 9, 1945,
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APPENDIXES
Appendix A

The Declaration of Texas Independence had its back-
ground in the oppressive Mexican Governmnt that disre-
arded the rights of the people, and in conditions that made
for unbappiness of the people in general. Believing, as all
g00d Americans do, that sovereigny is vested in e people

the

and that those in 1\nhonly are merely
i government, these sturdy Texans et at Washingion.on.
theBrazos on March 1, 1836, 2nd on the second of thac
month issued (o all mankind 2 solemn. declaration of inde-
pendence from Mexican ule.

UNANIMOUS

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
BY THE

DELEGATES OF THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS
IN GENERAL CONVENTION
AT THE TOWN OF WASHINGTON
ON THE SECOND DAY OF MARCH, 1856

When a government has ceased 10 protect the lives, Tiberty,
and. propesty of the peapl, from whom it egitimate powers are
derived, and for the advancement of
freie P beizg 2 guarantee for tiei incs
mable and inalienable rights, becomes an instrument in the
inds of il s for i Oppreson: whon the Federal Re.
publican Constiation of ther countey, whicl they lave sworn
© suppor, nio longer has 2 substantial existence, and the whale
ke of et gosermment Hos veen orabty changed, without
{heir consnt, from 2 esiced Federaive Repu

ign Statss, 10 2 co ceal
in which every interest is dis
the priesond, both ihe el enemies
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s when,long afc the st o the conituion b depar
mpieion© ¢ g o o o by e ' power e
even the semblance of frecdom is and the them-

o' its
u.g udmmx,mugwn.nym e

: ud inalicnabl right of the people th sppel 1o fimt
sznpla d take their political affairs into their own hands

and e Mexican Govermment, by it colonition Taws, imited

d induced the AngloAmerican population of Texss 10 colo-
Rise i widemmers s e pledge of it of a writen consie.
otion, it they should contime to enjoy that corstetional
Liberty and republicin government . which they. had been
habiainied in e Land o he birch e Dol s s
America.

To his expectation they have been crelly as.f,rm
asmuch as the Mexican ::thm ‘'has acquiesced in the fate. chsxgu

acquired by so many privations, or submit to the most intolerable.
ol.all tyranny, the’ combincd despotism of the sord and the
pries

o e ur e o e State of Coahuila, by
which our intercsts have been continnally depresscd through a

ment, and have, in accordance with the provisions of the nation.
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4 onstittion, presented (o the general congren 1 republican

consitution, was, without just cause, contempemously
Tt incarcerared in a dungeon, for 2 long time, onc of our
itizens, for 1o other cause but . zealous cadeavor

the scceprance of our consitution and the cstablishment of &
state govern:
s e and refused on a firm basis, che right
o rial by jury. hat pall,:dnum ot ctoll hba(y and nnly safe guar-
ife, 1 d property of

" e Fae m.mm, any public xyn iy sinaation
ongh posesed of slort boupdiey reourmes (the
Sommaity ok akhogh e o
\nies 3 peaple e oqucaied snct cnvgiMenLa b e e 15 Sxps
the contiauance of Vil ety o (e capace Tor Sclignpen:
ment.
It has suffered the military commandants, stationed smong

18, to exercise arbitraty acts of oppression and tyranny, thus
ﬁlmg upon the most sacred of the citizen, and render-
ing the iy superir o the il
Tt has dissolved, arms, the state congress of Coa-

i
sheir lives from e seat of gg\'zmmm ¢, thus depriving vs of tae
ondmental polifcal ight of repreenation.

Tt has demanded the surrender of 2 mumber of our citizens,
and ordered military detachments to seize and carry them into
b foveror for trl, i contempe of the il madhorsccs, and in
defiance of the Laws and the co

Xt has made plnlmal atacks pon our commerce by com-
misoning fore joes, and_authorizing them
our vessels and mnvey e property of our ciaess ¢ ar dlnant
part for conisca

r ierest
oF the rie and lving

14 s demanded s 10 delver up o arms which are e
tial to our defense — the rightful property of ireedom — and for-
‘midable osly to tyzannical governments.
¢ s fmvaded our couniry b by sea and by and, with he
intent ta lay waste our territory, and drive us from our homes;
and has mow 3 Targe merceniny army advancing, (@ cany on
Sgainas o o war of Sxarmimao.
Tt has, throgh its cmissaries, incited the merciless savage,
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‘with the tomahawk and scalping knife, 10 massacre the infabi-
tant of o defescles froncen
It has been, during the whole time of our connecti
the contempiible sport and vitim of succesive miliary sevol
Gons and hath continually exhibited cvery characuernic of %
rreps, ud tymnnicl goverment
“These, and odher pricvances, were patiendy horme by the
peopie of Tows, vl ey Veached it poine 2% which fo
earance ceases to be a virtue. We then took up arms in. defgnne

Though months have capsed, ho sympachecs response pa o
we clapsed, b x ec
sy ponse bas

n hewd from the interior. We e are, therefore, foreed 1o the
melancholy conclusion that the Mexican people have acquicsced
in the destruction of their liberty, and. the substirution therefor

i government; Uiat they are unfit to be free, and
incapable of slfgovemment
necessity of self-prescrvation, therefore, now decrces our
il paii o scparation.
We, ‘thereore, the dzlapn—s, ith plenary
s mbiod appe .ppcﬂmg w0

2 candid world for the necesitics of our condiut

resolve and DECLARE, that our palitic et it s

Mexican nation has forever ended, ple of Texas
w consticute a FREE, SOVEREIGN, and INDEPENDE;

Ricuarp Eruis,
President
Francisco Ruiz,

¢ Antrio Novaro,
Jesse B. Badgers

William D. Lacy,
Wil Menefee,
Color:

Jas. Collinsworth,
Edwin Waller, James a..w,
sa Brigham, W. Clark, Jr.,
J-'S. D. Byrom, Sabine:
Brazoria,
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John Fisher, Robert Potter,
ait, Calwell. Tnomas | Rosk,
Gonz: Ch.s. Ti
Willim Moty Jotm 5. o,
jam Motley, Nacogdochcs.
Gotiad. Robert Hamilton,
Lorenzo de Zaval Collin McKinney,
Harriburg, Albert H. Latimer,
ed River,
Steph, H. Everit, .
Geampe W. Smyth, ”"'{;" Parmer,
Jesper: Steph. W. Blount,
Claiborne Wess, ugustine.
William B. Scates, $30. O. Pennington,
Jelierson. W. Car'l Crawiord,
B. Menard, i
B, Hardin, ames Power,
m, Housion,
wvid Thomas,
Bailey Hardeman, Edward Conrad,

i i T

john Turencr,

W. Bunton, T i
T | Caes, San Patricio.
R M, Coleman, B. Briggs Goodrich,

G. W. Barnetr,
James G. Swisher,
Elijah Stapp, Jesse Grimes,
Tackson. Washington,

‘The following wete not able to be at the convention, but
were duly clected delegates, and signed later: Samuel Rhoads
Fisher, Matagorda; Samuel A- Maverick, Dexar: John White
Bower, Coliad; James B. Woods, Anduew Brisco, John W.

o 3wl of iy e who Sdned the
Destrdon st Tadependen
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nppendix B
SPEECH DELIVERED [OUSTON IN THE UNTT-
E.D STATES SENATE MARCH 3‘ 1857, ON THE NEBRASKA
ND

Mz PresmenT, — 1 have very Jitde hope tiat any appeal wi
T cau make for the Indians will do 4ny go0d. The bororabie

por from Indiana (M. mm) e i £ » subgtance that God
Almighty has conderaned them and has made them an inferior
race; that there is 1o use in dmng ihing for thee. With geeon
a

eerene to hat senaor, for hom § bane Tever cherished any
but kindly felings, T muse i
et

nuwh. f gentle
than tenty years ago, Presdent Roo, one of tham b 2ok
respondence upon the rights of the Indians to the Cherokee eoun-

stonement and propitation for the siny They believe
in the saactifying eficacy of the Holy Ghat. Thry bow <o the
Christian's altar and they believe the Sacred Volure.
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Sin, you may dive these people away and gve theie Jands
to the white st be done on the justification of

Scripures, They have. wellorgansed. 3ociecs; they have
vilzges ol ownst they have thei sate s o e apl

tions in m United States; and the,
poraicd upon equal s wicy R ey e
adtans, nritored, when you depriv them of what would give
e and om making

ages?
you nderzke 1o tam wd horss do you fur thery

from 25 drive them n he desert, do you take care of
with humanicy “Thess Indians

mkrmr intellecually, to white men. Jobn Ridge vas ot T

of genvus to John Randolph. His farher, in point

o macive meclects was mor infeior 1o any man, Look. at et

But the honorable senator from Iow (. Dodge)character
izes the remarks which 1 made in reference o the Indians a5

sentimentaliy o mm implanied in me when [ was and
n e e o i

e 530 lwnor e et B find o espon

hear.

i antials, and ¢ cac b who v b Do for 15 Thzy

f sustenance, and with hundreds and
choasands o the sarving on the froncier bnge may prompt
0 such acts 10 preven cheir We

Ind
Tt We 15 thes, B of heir acive. gt and. o
we rob them next of what the government appropriates for theu,
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dians when we pleasc, regardless of every principle of trath and
Bonor? We should be carefal if it were with & power able to
svar with us; and it a degree of infinite meanness and in-
describable degradation on our part to act indifferendy with the
Indians, who confide in our honor and justice, and who call
the President their Great Father and confide in him. Mr. Presi-

dent, it is i ex of the Congress of the United States to
lo sorae justice to the Indians by giving thew a government of
their own, and ¢ in their organization and im-

provement by inviting their delegates to a place on the floor of
e Senstc and Hous of Reprecin
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dhe i il le at your dooe, and Proviens own way,
and incompr [t ipied
yhxh S i parposes, and iyt some day auenge the wrongs of
Indians upon our nation. As a people we can save them;

Lt soane e et york i begun, the sooner il
1y have cause to rejoice in its accomplishment

M, Presdeat, T sball oy Tutle M. My address may have
been desultory. It embraces many subjecss which it wou
very haed to keep in entire order. We have, i the frs. place, die
Gplnsive teriory; then ve have considerarions dne o the ln-
dians; and Com
S whieh soems o0 el s ot explanation and to be
He man point in the controversy. The great principle involsed
in that zepeal s nonintervention, which, we are 10ld, is to be
of o praciicl beneit 1 the Compromise 3 repealed. Tt

ind name their doimgs had Thed a brighe Juoge. whieh shines
abroad dhroughout all Christendom —wwas Teposing in peace and
‘happiness.
it would they cmorions e f they could now be preses
and scc an effor mads, -0 S0 desgned, o undo a1 s work
and 1o tear asunder the cord that they bad b bound around o
s Ther e

i n of future calamities
which await our nation in the event this bill should become a
Taw.

Above it T behold the maestic figure of Washington, whase
prsence must et inspire pauosc emorons and command the

jure you to regard the contract made to harmonizs
preserse this Union. Maintain the Misonri Compromisel Stir
ot up agitation. Give us pea
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Appendix C

WILLIAM BARRETT TRAVIS, the heto of the
lamo, was hum » Conecah Courty, Alahzmx,mlsll e

Government at that time. He was soon imprisoncd by Brad-
burn at Anabtiac. Afier that e moved 10 o San Felipe, where
he practice: e Mexican armies began to move
s Texss i in ms e was placed in command of the
gartison at the Alam

his al appearance he was tall, ypor-
tioned Tighre, and m"m"id Bt oidier ke, Te vy
ed.

There is so much sxength of soul and character in bis
immortal message to American people everywhere that every
feneration can proft by reading dhis message. We give ic

IANDANCY OF THE ALAMO,
lkpr, Feby. 21th, 1836.

TO THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS AND ALL
AMERICANS IN THE WORLD,

zens aud Compatriors 1 am besicged, by 2 b
sand ox more of the Mericans under Santa Anns 1 have
fonr houss and hae not lost 2 man — The ency b
rcender au discretion, otherwise, the gurrison ave o be put
yo W, Great Orations from Homer to MeKinley, Vol 12,
P r G e
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10 she sword, i the fort iz taken — § feve answcred the demand

ier who never
honor and that of s country - VIGTORY OR DEATH.
Wiuaw Baseerr Travis

Lt. Col. Comdr.

D¢ The Lord s on onr side - When the cnemy appeared
in sight e had not three bushels of corm - We have snce found
in deserted ouses 80 or 90 bushels ind ot o the walls 20 o
30 head of

Travis

Appemix D
STEPHEN F. AUSTI! 0 mortal man ever lived a
mose anelih Tie than 41 Stq;hcn . Ausin. As empre.
m—m he had the opportunity to get title to en
land, and the best lands in Texas. But his i ttrakml\ll
plnpk " his modest, and nnmlﬁshnus led him to sacrifice
selfaggrandizement ver, was not always appre-
ciated by the pmplg et ot ey Sery
quick. He
1 do not merit it. I have no house, not a roof in all Texas
Ihxllwuldm])m own. The only one 1 had was burned at San
Felipe Guring the [ate Invasion of the cnermy. T ke sy Homm
v e s O e covny el e et e e

this country. Many pers
acquited by speculation without personal Isbor ot the sacrifice
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of years, even das; I shall be content 10 save vty leagucs or
about ninety thousxad acres, acquired very hard and very dear

m(mlmmu in i xpeiss of sy twip Mexi-

c service of T
ot ashamed of my prescat povertys

We quore D Tugene C. Barker author of The Life of
Stephen F. Austin, who writcs in the concluding paragraphs
‘great seork the following:

He, usun)wasam:nofvwlmﬂlnmonsindhvodlhc
idea mever married. Texas was home

g ey e B, s ™ Dalles o e o o a vwe.
To , 4 month and twentyfour days past his
forty-third birthday. His work was donc, but he was demied the
years dly carr for the enjoyment o is frues. There &

Sesaln poeic complscocas I i, bt he prosec ind rels.
Rustin Somed wnsdinoly and abngandty bt S 1<bels
reap.

2 Austin writiag o Ficklin, October 0, 133,
f
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