HISTORY OF HOUSTON COUNTY

building and was inflicting the usual punishment on him,
when some of the other boys said, “Boys are we going to let him
kill him?” Then it was that Mrs. McColl with the pistol that
had been lying on the desk commanded the boys to remain
where they were. They read determination in her looks an
refrained from taking part in the matter. The result of this
experience was that Mr. Gause had no more trouble in con
trolling his school.

This incident may seem frivolous for a place in history, but
the author believes that it marks an epoch in the history o
Houston County schools. ;

Mrs. McColl later taught school about five miles North g
Crockett, probably at the old Bethel Church, near Murdod
Murchison’s home, and boarded in the Murdock Murchison
home.

Mr. Gause later founded the East Texas Patron, which he
published for some years, and later sold to Dr. F. W, Archer
who conducted the same until he disposed of it to Professo
G. J. Nunn. Mr. Gause was born in Alabama on May 8, 18l
and came to Crockett in 1866, when he purchased the home

where he lived and died, which is now known as the home o
Mrs. H. J. Phillips.



