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Commumty blds f 2]l
to longtime polltlca.l leader
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‘TRINITY - Flags over both the
, Tnmty City Hall and the Tnmty
- County Courthouse in Groveton
flew at half-staff Monday to honor

the memory of a longnme public:

/servant. oo

: Joe Oscay Chandler, 59. .incum-
,bcnt Precinct 2 Justice of the Peaoe
and former Trinity mayor, was laid
‘40 rest Monday following services
sattended by hundreds of mourners at

:the Trinity High School gymna

gium,
5 He died Fnday, March 15 2002,
+in a Houston hospital after suffer-
4ng a stroke and heart attack on
clectzon day, March 12.

v Chandler, who was runnmg for a
fﬁfth four-year term as justice of the
peace, was found unconscious in
- his home on the morning of March

' meeting.

always was lookmg for ways to

12 after he failed to amva at the
local polls to greet voters..

Although ~he " remained uncon-

scious' until his ~death, Chandler

easily won the Democratic Party’s -
nomination to the JP2 post, defeat- -

ing challenger Randal Dixon by ‘a
vote margin of 749 (68.5%) to 344,
Because of his death, the: Trinity

- County Democratic Party’s execu-

tive committee will have to meet

_‘soméamcafbrApriletommea

“candidate -for the No-
vember general election ballot.
. Chandler’s death means both the

' Republican and Democratic party

nominees to the JP2 position are
now deceased. Jesse Franklin of
Trinity, who was unopposed for the
GOP nomination, died- Feb. 21
following aheart attack.
On Monday,- Trinity County

Judchark Evans said the county
commissioners’ court would proba- .-

bly appoint a temporary replace-
ment to: thc P2 ofﬁce at theu next

mmnneromeovbmbu‘

better the community.
“He was very familiar. with' the

workings of government at all lev- =

_hu way to' help people and

Servzces held Monday for Chandler-

el:whewasnw«aﬁddw pick

'.upmwbphomudmgkeaullm :
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 help,” Evans added. -

In addition to his duties as JP,
Chandler also had served as the City -

* of Trinity’s manicipal court judge -
' sinice May 1994,

hhyorLthmbbssudeday

would be con-
sxduedbyﬂsecnyeounmlattimr*
next meeting. Precinct 3 Justice of -
the Peace Bobby Nicholds of Trin-
ity has been acting as the interim
municipal court judge since Chan-
dler was hospitalized on March 12.
- Stubbs, who also was ‘Chandler’s
next door neighbor, said Monday
the judge would be missed by a

ganumbuofpeoplemﬂ:e’rm i
'uyam.‘

" “He helped a Iot of people and be

‘has’done a lot for our community
_over .the years,” Stubbs - said of

Chandler.. “He . was 'a community
mmdedpetsonwhowouldgdnmof

V general election could take office as
+ soon asthe vote'is canvassed.. - terg
o “JoeChandlet’shfewasdeﬁmd




