THE MARGARET SARAH WRENSHALL BIBLE
by Bettie W. Sarver

When an old homeplace in Crockett, Texas was being dismantled, an aged family Bible was given to the Houston
County Historical Commission, so that it would be preserved. The Bible was printed in 1801 and the family names
and dates in it were written in many different hands over a period of about 130 years."' This is the story of how the
Bible traveled from Pennsylvania to East Texas.

The story begins in Halifax, Yorkshire, Great Britain. On July 8, 1784, a daughter, Margaret Sarah, was born to John
and Mary Margaret “Polly” Bennington Wrenshall. John Wrenshall was a merchant, who had learned the trade by
being indentured at the age of 14, and eventually establishing his own business. He also had a talent for preaching
to the small Methodist congregations in the area. By 1794, economic conditions in England caused him to look
toward the United States as a possible new home. On July 20, he and his family, consisting of his wife, four
daughters — another daughter, Esther Ann, having died earlier -— and infant son, and his business partners and their
families boarded the Pennsylvania to emigrate, arriving in Philadelphia eight weeks later. The families settled in and
the general merchandise business was opened. The country to the west was opening up, and in 1796, John
Wrenshall and his family, now consisting of his wife and five daughters — Margaret Sarah, Mary Bennington, Julia
B., Ellen Bray, and Fanny Fieldhouse - the infant son, John Matthew, having died - moved to Pittsburgh. The
business in Philadelphia was left in the hands of his partner, and John Wrenshall opened a second store, in
Pittsburgh. Finding no Methodist church there, he began preaching and became known as the Father of Methodism
in Pittsburgh. Through his honesty and work ethic, which included his family’s participation, the business grew to
include Pittsburg, Philadelphia, Kentucky and as far as the West Indies. In December, 1799, he made a trading
journey to New Orleans, which was at that time under a Spanish governor, down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers;
then aboard a sailing vessel back through the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic to Philadelphia. During this time, he
kept a detailed journal of observations and events. Three additional children were born into the family in Pittsburgh:
Emily, in 1797; Sarah Jane, in 1800; and John Fletcher, in 1802.1% 34

On July 1, 1812, Polly Wrenshall died while her husband was visiting with their daughter in Philadelphia, and she
was interred in a vault in the graveyard behind the Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh.” In July 1813, John married
again, to Ann McElhinney, by whom he had another daughter, named Ann Matilda. > Ann died in November, 1814,
and Ann Matilda died in March 1815. They were buried in the same family vault.> In 1816, John Wrenshall
created a partnership with his two sons-in-law, who were brothers — William Boggs in Philadelphia, and George
Boggs in Pittsburgh.? John Wrenshall died on September 25, 1821, and was buried between his two wives in the
vault behind the Presbyterian Church.>** His will divided his substantial holdings among his children.’

The Presbyterian and Episcopal cemeteries in Pittsburgh were adjacent to each other and were also the site of older
burials. As the city grew, and with it the churches, the cemeteries began to be built over, and after 1849, many
remains were removed to other cemeteries. The remainder of the burying ground was cleared when in 1902 the
Presbyterian congregation leased “in perpetuity” all the land for building purposes.® In that timeframe, the
Wrenshall family graves were moved to Melville Cemetery, where his son, John Fletcher Wrenshall, and his family
was buried.’

The surviving children of John and Polly Bennington Wrenshall were:

1. Margaret Sarah Wrenshall, who married William Boggs' on November 11, 1802, and for some years they lived
in Philadelphia®”® It was about this time that the Bible was purchased and presented to Margaret Sarah by her
father.! William Boggs died September 1, 1821°, and his wife and children moved back to Pittsburgh, where they
lived until the 1830’s '* when they moved to Florence, Lauderdale Co., Alabama,'' bringing the Bible with them.

2. Mary Bennington, born in 1786, also in Great Britain, first married Woolman Gibson, who died and was interred
in the Wrenshall family vault. She later married Rev. Asa Shinn, a Methodist minister, and died in Cincinnatti,
OH.Z’ZZ

3. Julia Wrenshall, born in 1788 in Great Britain, married George Boggs, who was William’s younger brother. Julia
died April 2, 1824, and she, too, was buried in the family vault. %" After his wife died, George Boggs moved his
family to Lauderdale Co., Alabama."?

4. Ellen Bray Wrenshall, born about 1793 in Great Britain, married Frederick Dent *and they lived on a plantation
near St. Louis. Their daughter, Julia Dent,* became the wife of Ulysses S. Grant."*

5. Fanny Fieldhouse Wrenshall, born ¢.1796 in Philadelphia®, married William Smith, a merchant, and lived in
Washington Co., PA> "



6. Emily Wrenshall, who was born in 1797 in Pittsburgh? and married Samuel R. Page,’ a wealthy businessman, and
moved to Louisville, Kentucky.* ' They were hosts to Julia Dent and Ulysses S. Grant who came by steamboat to
their home on their honeymoon trip."”

7. Sarah Jane Wrenshall, born in 1800 in Pittsburgh,? married John K. Fielding, and lived in St. Charles, MO.>'"!¢

8. John Fletcher Wrenshall, born in 1802, the only surviving Wrenshall son, was a businessman in Pittsburgh, and
his wife, Mary Ann Cowan, inherited their country estate, Woodville, from her family." He and his family
remained in the Pittsburgh area.>* The Woodville Plantation is owned by the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks
Foundation and is open to the public.® !

The children of Margaret Sarah and William Boggs were:

1. Mary Jane Boggs, born in 1803, married Edward S. Menager.?.,

2. Emily Wrenshall Boggs, born 1806 in Philadelphia, married James Irvine and remained in Pittsburgh.?

3. John Bennington Boggs, born 1809 in Philadelphia, married Ann Houston and lived in Alabama.”

4. Ellen Wrenshall Boggs, born in 1811 in Philadelphia, remained in Pennsylvania.*

5. Margaret Sarah Boggs, born in 1813, married Hugh Thomson in 1832 %°, and at least four children were born to
them —Jane, Emily, Robert and James.** Hugh Thomson died in a New Orleans cholera epidemic and is buried
there.”> The two boys, Robert and James died as children and are buried beside their grandmother,?® Sarah Margaret
Boggs in the Florence City Cemetery. Margaret and the two daughters, Jane and Emily, who never married, are
buried in a nearby section of the same cemetery>* 2

6. Fanny Louisa Boggs, born in 1817, married Richard O. Pickett?” and lived in Florence, Alabama.
7. Julia A. Boggs, born in 1815, was presented with the Bible in 1828." Julia A. Boggs married Seymour Plummer in
1832%° and had one daughter, Elenora “Molly” Plummer, in 1838.*° Seymour Plummer died, possibly in 1842, and
Julia married Thomas W. Warren about 1845. They lived in Lawrence Co., Alabama for a few years, providing a
home for his brother, Hugh, who was deaf, and his younger sister, Sarah, as well as Julia’s daughter, Molly.*® Julia
and Thomas had two sons, Richard Thomas and Thomas,' who apparently died in infancy, before their daughter,
Frances C. “Fanny” Warren was born in 1850,%° though the Bible entry says “1852”.' Three sons were also born in
Alabama: Robert Levi in 1854, Hugh Bennington in 1855, and Thomas Henry in 1857-*' By 1860, the family had
moved from Lawrence Co., Alabama to Houston Co., Texas, bringing the family Bible with them. They settled in the
southwestern part of the county near Alabama Crossing and farmed.*' In 1864, a daughter, Margaret Laurence Warren,
known as Maggie, was born."** The following year on October 4, Thomas W. Warren died. Julia Boggs Warren died
in 1890."3*

22,28

The children of Thomas and Julia Boggs Warren:

1. Molly Plummer, who adopted the surname of her step-father, Thomas Warren, married David Randall Hazelett on
November 20, 1865.""* The Bible lists the deaths of three children: Tomis W. in 1868, William E., and David R. both in
1870. Their father also died in 1870." Family lore is that all died from typhoid.** Mollie moved into the household of her
widowed mother where she remained until her death in 1886 '**

2. Robert Levi “Lee” Warren®'° (1854-1929), according to an entry in the Bible, received it from Julia Warren in 1865.!
He managed the farm and then worked in the cotton yard®***®

3. Hugh Bennington Warren®'"*® was born in Alabama in 1855, and died in1884".

4. Thomas Henry Warren*® was born in Alabama in 1857 and died in 1892."

All of the sons lived and worked on the family farm in Houston County.*'*® The youngest daughter,

5. Margaret “Maggie” Warren,** was born in 1864 in Houston Co., and after her mother’s death in 1890, moved into
Crockett’” and lived in her father’s home, while working as a seamstress; later, she became a practical nurse and lived with
private families.*****° These Warren children never married.

6. Fannie C. Warren, born 1850, died 1885.! On March 7, 1870, she married Charles J. Hassell in Crockett and their children
were born in Crockett. Charles was a store clerk *” and was elected to various city offices®'.

The children of Charles and Fannie Warrren Hassell:

1. Edward Lee Hassell, who died in infancy in 1871.!

2. Charles A. Hassell was born in 1872"*” and married Henrietta “Hennie” Moore Leaverton.*> He was a salesman,
and was active in the community.* Their children were Guy A., b. 189744; Julia and another infant, b. before 1900;45
Kathryn E., b.1900; Mable, b. 1901; and Norma, b. 1904.* Charles A. Hassell’s death date in 1934 is the last entry in
the Bible. '

3. Julia Hassell, born in 18741’47, married Banks B. “Boney” Barbee in 1894; he died in 1901. His widow moved into
town and supported her three children by working at a general store.**** “Miss Julia,” was well-known in Crockett,*
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and died Aug. 11, 1956.°' Their children were: Elmo E. Barbee , b. 1896; Charles Hall Barbee, 1897-1985; and Mary
Kate, b. 1899°1:3

4. William B. Hassell (1877-1915)"*

5. Edner Earl Hassell (1880-1900) '*®

6. Fannie May Hassell (1882-1904) '

7. Maggie Lee Hassell (1885-1886) '**

The Bible today is in the office of the Houston County Historical Commission, Crockett, Texas, where prints of its
family pages may be seen, and they may also be viewed online on the Houston County TXGenWeb site,
http://www.rootsweb.com/~txhousto/. Linda S. Mabry’s transcriptions of the Journals of John Wrenshall, 1808-1817
and other documents are also available to be viewed at the Commission office in the Houston County Courthouse
Annex.
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