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t whiskey, took pride In his re-
Pmackable eyesight end Jidn't
Fmind demonstrating his sboot-
B ability. :

A§Tis East Texas host, who had

h at might, noticed marks

nmmnthrwmdbﬁrhul-

'In{?alafuneﬂ mind I.I.l}f
§ this leant credence to the old-
by timer's claims that he was a
* famed distant relative of his.
¢, The man wae using the name
k Dalton, but be told Cole -

F""tor Said He Was Jesse

James of Kennard thai his real
name wds Jesse James.

Never mind that story about
Robert Ford shooting the oul-
law in the back while he was
standing on a chalr and dusting
off a picture.

The man told Cole James that
ke had sung at his own funera
and served as a pallbearer,

The real viothm of Ford, he
clalmed, was a8 man  named
Charlie Bigelow who was rent-
ing a house that Jesse James

“and never lived in a
day of his life

' Lole James, now retired and.

80 years of age, recently re-
called the old man's two-week
slay at his farm here, a visit
for which James cannot pin
the exact year but which

mys ocowred In the 10308

L

e

or 1940s! hmther resident of
the ‘area whorhemembers *how
word got around about the visi-
tor sald it was-lo the ‘40,
James sald he first heard
about the- man by way of a

letter. Dakton wrote James that
he had a broken hip, he was
stranded in Center, and he had

heard there werg  some
Jametles fiving tt Nugﬁu Pral-
rie nﬂll" 3

pard man wenf to
it with him, and

Grighier: than:.an rearly o8
bright o 1hal . gypiter 1n

James

.. gaid

" feet, | |

Dalton (or James) returned to
the Cole James residence a. 0U-
pl? of days later, i

“He sald his daddy wag a
first cousln to my grandaddy,
Robert James, who came f‘mm
Mississippl,” Cole s ‘He
wuuldnlt‘italk to- pé:gll ‘much

during daytime, but at night
when ybody left he would
tell somésof his storles.

“Iie dldnt like Tanked’sﬂ
said when he was 14 some Yan-
kees shot his daddy, dwot his
mother's arm off and hanged
Jessa an& Jeft him to die. He

At Agke
!11! mother cut - ' him

down with a butcher knife al-

ter they hag gone.
“He showed me rope burns ..

Sea Visithr, P'H.I i - i
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"|caue they sympathized with

of Yankees M Jem s d:d-h'-
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ther’s head and cocked #. Fa-
/|ther beard the click . .

- 'I'.‘ﬁlml is second-hand.

un é‘{jtin * Pag'- Texas al the
age of 1057

® Cole James' visitor told
the Kennard man that the
James gang hated and “tried
to kil every Yankee they
could."

Jesse James Jr. says in his
bbok - that 4 JII:I'IH Ia.miig,

In Hmourlhe-

the cause of the Siu&th during
the Civil War per

This, he notes, is what led
Jesse James to join Quantrell’s
Guerrillas at the age of either
15 or 16

Cole James says he was
told:by his visitor that a group

|

Jﬂe Jr. says ﬂlut the out-
lmw's mother had her arm shot

be possible with details

later years as lawmen hounded

Jesse James, forcing hm to
face a constanl threat of being
shot.

Several other points could hai
probed. But a satisfactory con-
clusion probably would never

the two sources. Erom]

It would appear that the Ken-
natd visitor was about the right
age, give or take a few years,
to be Jesse James, James, ac-
cording to his son's book, was
born In 1847 and would have
been 105 years old in 1952. The
Kennard wvisit reportedly was
in the 18408,

The visitor lmew enough
about the outlaw and his loot
offit9 convince Cole James tha
hd was not just a teller of ta

m'“ﬁ‘ qmﬂ%ﬂm
iré MIF“’“ ney«
. wil be "dnswered.
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off — but he says it was by
Pinkerton detectives who also
murdered Jesse's hall-brother.
The Kennard wvisitor had 32
\bullet wounds, according to a
m by Cole " James
“Jesse James Jr. book

‘that. at the H.ma of Jesse

'4 sirvénderial the close of
the Civil War' had ‘“‘the
scars of twenty-two wounds in

] in later adventures.

able discrepancies.
® The major confliet deals
with the death of Jesse James,

In much

e have heard it.

JHH. Jr
Jesse Jr., nl: rem nld at lhl‘-'
time of the death, says that
his father had I:lkm off his
revolvers find put them on the
baed, when he noticed that a
pit:‘lure on the wall was “hang-
Ing awry.”

He stood on a chair to
straighten the picture, then
started to brush the dust from
it, the book says, with his
back to Rober{ and Charlie
Ford.

i The Fords, Jesse Jr. sald,
{had the confidence of Jesse Sr.

“and Charlie had beea with
bm for years."
“Bob Ford drew his revolver,

the back of my [a-

Mi!
fell backward dead.'t&":

Jesse Jr. states earliér In the
cirapler, ‘hoiwever, that hig ac
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“The story of the murder of

{Ms body."” He still would have|:
the opportunity to add to that|'

are gome of the simi- |
larities, but there are also nol-|

which Jﬁm Jr.'s book portrays|.
the same manner that|
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"l father and the immediate



