SCHOOLS IN HOUSTON COUNTY

HISTORY OF HOUSTON COUNTY

.~ the time of entrance to close of session. No deductior}s Ipadp
O absence, except in cases of protracted sickness. This insti-
jon is located in a healthy section of the country, surrounded
an intelligent population and no pains will be spared by
chers and Trustees to make this one of the First Institutions
the State. Board can be obtained at reasonable rates. John
A. Patton, principal; Mis. M. E. Patton, associate. Penning-
n, Texas. Jan. 7, 1867.”
* Mention has been made of the Cochino school, taught by
dee S. M. Thompson. This school was later taught by a
ughter of Judge Thompson, Dolly Thompson, 'who is now
W. B.” Worthington. Later, the community formerly
own as Cochino became the site of the present Town of Ken-
1 and the school has been maintained there ever since.

3

building and was inflicting the usual punishment on hjpy
when some of the other boys said, “Boys are we going to let hin,
kill him?” Then it was that Mrs. McColl with the pistol tha,
had been lying on the desk commanded the boys to remajp
where they were. They read determination in her looks apg
refrained from taking part in the matter. The result of thi
experience was that Mr. Gause had no more trouble in cop,
trolling his school. 3

This incident may seem frivolous for a place in history, byg
the author believes that it marks an epoch in the history of
Houston County schools. 1

Mrs. McColl later taught school about five miles North of
Crockett, probably at the old Bethel Church, near Murdoc
Murchison’s home, and boarded in the Murdock Murchison
home.

Mr. Gause later founded the East Texas Patron, which he
published for some years, and later sold to Dr. F. W. Arch
who conducted the same until he disposed of it to Professo;
G. J. Nunn. Mr. Gause was born in Alabama on May 8, 1819
and came to Crockett in 1866, when he purchased the home
where he lived and died, which is now known as the home of
Mrs. H. J. Phillips. '

KENNARD SCHOOL

. About the vear 1898 or 1899, Miss Ernestine Myricks was
alled to teach the Kennard School. While teaching there she
married A. J. McLemore, a son of James McLemore, one of the

iginal patrons of the school taught at Cochino by Judge
hompson. Mrs. Dump McLemore, after the death of her hus-
nd, moved to Crockett and taught in the city schools of
ockett. The Kennard School has grown into one of the large
tstanding schools of the county. Several adjacent country-
hools have consolidated with the Kennard school until it has
veloped into a large educational institution, employing a
e number of teachers and is now under the management of
Professor Earle Bland.

PENNINGTON SCHOOL

Another school that was located in what is now the town of
Pennington, in Trinity County, Texas, in territory that w
originally included in Houston County, was being taught
early as January 7, 1867, as will appear from the following
vertisement in the Crockett Sentinel published on March 3
1868:

“PENNINGTON MALE AND FEMALE INSTITUTION
“The exercises of this institution will commence Monday,
January 13, 1868.

“RATES OF TUITION PER SESSION OF SIX MONTHS

“Orthography, reading and writing, $12.00; English gram
mar, geography and arithmetic, $18.00; philosophy, chemistry
rhetoric, &c. Latin & Greek languages and advanced mathematics
$24.00; music on piano with use of instrument, $36.00; incidentat
expenses per pupil $1.00. 4

“The above rates payable in specie. Pupils charged from
the time of entrance to close of session. No deduction made

THE HEFLIN SCHOOL

About the year 1870 or 1871, a school was taught about two
s Southwest of Crockett by a teacher by the name of Andrew
assell. He was a brother of our well-known townsman, and
Tmer city marshall, Charles Hassell. He was a young, un-
arried man when teaching the Heflin school and attracted the
tention of Dr. S. F. Tenney, at that time pastor of the First
esbyterian Church of Crockett. Dr. Tenney, taking quite an
INterest in the young man, persuaded him to study for the
.lnistry, and fortunately, knowing a benevolent friend who
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' i ildi but now a
ted was a simple wooden building, t
E?Edbllr?ck building has been erected there and a high grad‘e
]lis being conducted by a succession of able teachers. This

is one of the best in the county.

wanted to aid a ministerial student, obtained for Mr. Hasse]j
some financial help which enabled him to attend a theologica]
seminary and fit himself for the ministry. He became a vepy
useful and able minister of the Southern Presbyterian Church
and was the father of two sons who also became ministers of
the gospel. One of these, J. W. Hassell, commonly known ;
Woodrow Hassell, spent many years as a missionary in the
East, and later came to Texas, and was stationed at McAllen in
the Rio Grande Valley. He is still engaged in ministerial work.
in some other State. The other son was Rev. A. P. Hassell, who
has been for many years a missionary in China and is still labor..
ing there, and underwent some trying experiences during the
war between Japan and China. He is one of the brave mis-
sionaries who refused to desert his post, even in the face of great.
dangers and the risk of his own life.

OLD CORINTH SCHOOL

i was situated near what is known now as the
:':rl;-m[-i(i:ll;m()}ommunity near Kennard, composed largely of
e Morgan, Julian, Maples, Harrison and West families. In
this school was taught by Miss ’Dolhe Thompson, now
W. B. Worthington, who made trips back and forth from
school to her home on horseback. Either he‘r father or
her would ride horseback to the school, leading anf)ther
e for her to ride on her return journey. On onc occasion a
vy downpour of rain compelled her and her pupils to remain
the school building for the entire night. Mr. Dan Morgan,
n oldtimer, now dead, remained at the schoolhouse also, as
ector. Old Corinth has now disappeared and was succeeded
he Center Hill School, and that in turn was consolidated with

e Kennard school.

THE OAKLAND SCHOOL

It is not certainly known who was the first teacher at the
Oakland school, but Miss Bunnie Arrington taught the school
for a number of years and some of our best-known citizens were
pupils under her teaching. This school is situated about eight
miles West from Crockett on the Porter Springs road. Other
teachers followed Miss Arrington at this school, but now the

) SE
old building in which school was taught, no longer exists. JONES SCHOOL HOU

This school was originally taught in a one-room, log school-
o se, about ten miles northeast of Crockett on the old Rusk
d. The school building was situated directly across the road
m the home of Jim Monroe, a son of Col. A. T. hioqroe.
is school was first taught by John Ed Smith, who later remdgd
) Crockett and then moved to Groveton. About 1875 or 1876
his school was taught by John Howard for several years. He
ater moved to Crockett and became cashier of the G. W. Roberts
ok, and in 1877 married a Crockett lady, and a few days
erwards absconded to Canada or elsewhere, with the funds of
bank. This school was later taught by Miss Mollie Moore, a
mber of a well-known Crockett family. A number of years
the site of the schoolhouse was changed and now there
ds a substantial school building and equipment known as
the Jones School House, about nine miles northeast of Crockett,
where a successful school has been maintained for many years.

PORTER SPRINGS SCHOOL

A school has been maintained at Porter Springs from very
early times. The first teacher of that school is not known, but
among the early teachers was the widow of John H. Potts, Mrs.
Graves, who later married Captain T. J. Pridgen, and who died
while making her home in the Porter Springs community. Her -
husband, Captain T. J. Pridgen, was for many years justice of
the peace at Porter Springs. One of the outstanding teachers
of the Porter Springs school was Professor Thompson, a highly
educated man and an able teacher, and his reputation as a
teacher was very high, and he will long be remembered by the
older citizens of the Porter Springs community. He died while
engaged in his work as teacher of that school. During the tim€
of the above-named teachers, the building in which the school
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AUGUSTA SCHOOL here in Texas.

ounty and elsew
Houston < Y e Stout, also taught school at

.;—' T. H. Stout and wife, Calli

sta.
ohn B. Zimmerman,

We have no record of the earliest school taught at Augus
but in the Crockett Printer of November 14, 1860, it is shown
that W. M. Waddell taught a school at Augusta and had the
following advertisements in the Crockett Printer:

istinguished

who later became a distinguis
Henderson, also
; ran, Texas, a partner of Judge !
wy;i ;:il(g?:t Augusta. He was the sondof J- C;l?(r:;n:ﬁzm&rgi
Crockett in an early day and was O
ot;;aa?:rswan({ s?loemakers who ever lived in Crockett. "
. e additional teachers of the Augusta School weu?l aLo rl1'
I sonllma and a teacher by the name of Dennis. Vergi ng
L }{t at Augusta. Some time ago, this school was c?'d
: sodati:dg with the Glover school, over which Professor Ell;lc_ i
h‘th presides as superintendent. No school is now being
- ]
ught at Augusta.

“AUGUSTA MALE AND FEMALE ACADEMY

“This second session of this academy will commence on the
first Monday of October, 1860. Under the supervision of My,
and Mrs. Waddell.

“Rates of Tuition:

“Orthography, Reading, Writing, Primary Geography,
Higher Arithmetic, English, Grammar, History, Chemisu-y
Philosophy, Composition, Etc. $30.00. '

“Higher branches Latin and French, $40.00.

“Incidental expenses, $50.00. .

“Students will be charged from the time of entrance until
the close of the session, and no deduction except in cases of
protracted sickness.

“Board can be had in the town and in families in the vicinity
—the principal will take some twelve students as boarders, if
applications be made early. At the end of the first five months
a vacation of four weeks will be given. To parents and guardians
who wish the advantage of a retired locality, and who are de-
sirous of securing to their children the advantages of a sound,

moral discipline and practical education, Augusta affords many
advantages.

ALABAMA SCHOOL

s : :its
- ‘e item appearing in the C}"ockett Printer in 1
ssuzlcllef %llfg:;g%rlm, 18%5, hasga historic interest, and deserves

a place in this chapter:

“ALABAMA SCHOOLHOUSE

T hi is located near Alabama, and will commence
the fﬁﬁiss:;?gfln:ﬂe tfhilll"d Monday in I‘\g;rch, 1860, and continue
i n the following terms, Viz: ‘
&hve“gl;ﬁ?r?gf Reading, Writing, Aritlimetlc, Grammar,
' Geography and Philosophy, $10.00 per scholar. e
. “No deduction made for absence of scholaxt'ls_ exc::gn g
~ of serious and protracted sickness, or at the discreti

teacher, S. M. Stovall.” ‘
. The following notice also appears 1
- Crockett Printer:

“W. M. WADDELL, Principal.

“Argus please copy.” _ n the same issue of the
It is not known that school was taught at Augusta during

the Civil War, but probably some effort was made to carry on
a school there during that period. Sometime after the Civil
War, the Rev. Kilpatrick was superintendent of the school at
Augusta. He was the grandfather of our recently nominated
State senator, Honorable Clem Fain, and Mr. Fain's mother
attended school at Augusta when her father taught there. Dr.
W. C. Miller taught school at Augusta for a number of years
and built up one of the best schools in Houston County there.
He numbered among his students some who became prominent

“NOTICE TO SCHOOLTEACHERS

1 nt
“Attention is directed to the following r;m_rdeli]l of l:hu;e1 tml:v hg
- court, under the late school lawv.1 fTeachersstlr:: otmi ({;grwazzl rhe
i nd, mu
~ expect to benefit from the school fund, o i
" receive certificate from the Board appointed by the ;
entitle them to receive from said fund.
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“STATE OF TEXAS, HOUSTON COUNTY

“County Court, pertaining to Roads, Revenues, Etc.
“May Term, May 18, ’58.

examination, if finding them qualified to discharge the dutie_:

as such, shall grant him or her a certificate stating
he or she is qualified to teach.

“A true copy of the minutes.

“Given under m
22nd day of May,

A. D., 1858.

“0. C. ALDRICH, Clerk.”
(SEAL)

LOVELADY SCHOOL

The town of Lovelady
& Great Northern Railroa
time a townsite was laid
first school taught there
Southeast of the Station
formation was taught
J. Holmes,

was located in a little schoolhouse
House and accordin
by Mrs. Sarah

a daughter of Col. A. T. Monroe, C. H. Barbee, who

still resides in Lovelady, was a pupil of Mrs. Elam, when he
He remembers distinctly her son,
who was a pupil at the school at the same time.
been a large number of teachers

was only five years of
Roland Elam,
Since that time there have
and it will be difficult to
service. After Mrs. Elam,
Hannah. Another teacher
Watt Patterson,

age.

name them in the order of their
the school was taught by a Mrs.
during the early days was named
He was a Presbyterian Preacher and taught
only one year, and returned to the state from which he came.
Thereafter, the school was

who was a peculiar character and was noted for the marvelous

stories he could tell of his various experiences, particularly as a
hunter. This same Professor Humphreys also taught at the
old Read School House on Nevills Prairie. After Professor

o

70

y hand and seal of office at Crockett, this.;

had its beginning when the Houston
d reached that point in 1872. At that
off and a plan made of the town. The

g to the best in-
. Elam, afterwards, Sarah
]

taught by a Professor Humphreys,
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A irgil | ho was a
: 5 hool was taught by Virgil Long, w
mphregﬁsnﬂ}forslé of Augusta.g Another teacher was named

c:n Another teacher of the school was Prlosfggsor (Elh?::;éi}r]l{
| 1889 or 1890, an

lor, who taught about

E bachiexo sears. The school was also taught by Mr. A. J.
- as}also a surveyor. One of the ablest teachers that
Pef,o‘:ilﬁ({; school ever had was Professlc:r Tﬁon;p;o:,}r;gﬁ
- i ducated man, and an able teacher. He ha :
?;th ;gtllgoit; Springs and died at Lovelady, while engaged
n teaching there. ?
t(l;a(:e ofgthe most eminent teachers that Houston CountyLeter

: s Professor F. M. Martin, who began to teach at clwtfe-
. “:ﬁ)out the year 1894, and taught for several yesrs. HJe d(;; ;
: i i ts Ju
i on the community and had as his studen
Fmg:;st, who later became our Dlstrlctl]udge and J. _F.
oum, who later became Houston County’s School Supemi-
dent ‘Both of these men in turn taught the Lovelady school.
(;:ne‘of the most acceptable teachers and superintendents tha(;
elady ever had was Rev. T. N. Mainer, the scion of an ol
vil v)\{rho taught the scheol successfully for fourteen yealts.l Hde
'ngé many young people who went out from the Lovelady
ool to become teachers and leaders elsewhere.

i ho after teach-

. Mainer was succeeded by E. O. Eason, w —
h;llrsucceSSfuI school for several years, is now the able super

dent of the Grapeland schools. _ ]
?]r"lhe present super]intendent of the Lovelady school is Profes
'F. H. Burton, who also belongs to one of the old Houston
unty families. )
~ For a number of years the business affairs of the Lovelacrllz
school district have been successfully managed by a f:c;(mpe}tlzd
ard of trustees, who first built a substantml' bric dsc x
ilding, and the school now has an attractive an “E -
uipped school plant, and this school has a bright future for
the education of the Lovelady community. )
~ One of the things to which the Lovelady school can pfnnt
With pride is the fact that it was there that Dr. Homer I: R?;ngz
eived a part of his education, that sent him on his way Ll
President of the University of Texas, one of the greatest educ
tional institutions in all the nation.

GRAPELAND SCHOOLS

-
__The situation in Grapeland is very similar to that in .{_.ovfc:i
lady. There was no town of Grapeland until the railroa
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CREEK SCHOOL

~ The Creek Community is situated about 15 miles southwest
¢ Crockett, and derived its name from its vicinity to Big
.ck, formerly known as Caney Creek. This community has
L bered among its citizens quite a number of pioneers, among
being Washington Taylor, commonly known as Uncle
vash: R. H. Furlough, commonly known as Bob Furlough;
\ Pp. Hester, commonly known as Addison Hester; J. W. Good-
commonly known as Jim Goodwin; J. W. Thompson,
mmonly known as Turkey Thompson; Wm. C. Hallmark,
only known as Undle Billy Hallmark, and S. B. Hall-
k, commonly known as Steve Hallmark. There were others
ho could be numbered among the pioneers, and whose des-
endants still live in that community.

~ According to information received the first school taught at
ok was taught by A. J. Cary, who taught the school in 1885,

r one year.
The next teacher was Hugh Hatton, who taught from 1886

1890.

~ He was followed by Miss Jennie Bever, who taught the
chool for three years, beginning in 1890.

Miss Bever was followed by C. G. Lansford, commonly
known as Gershom Lansford, who taught the school for two

reached that point during the year 1872. No scho isted
at that place until the Railroa}c(l Company laid c)uc::I 311 ?tg“?;ust i
sold off lots for residence and business purposes. The '?' 'E
school taught there was taught in an old log schoolhouse hlrs
the Baptist Church now stands. It was a one-room, one tf:"lr ;
school. As far as information has been obtained liT A Hai‘ k
was one of the earliest teachers of the Grapeland School ]

taught in the little schoolhouse above mentioned. g

Miss Molly Moore of Crockett also taugh
: : t the school follow..
ing Professor Hickey. No record has be o : OWa
long she taught the school. enl furnished. 4 S

Professor Waltrip also taught the school for a short time,

The old log schoolhouse in which the school -
up to this time, was located on the west side OF::;; Or':li?ll:'f}ti;l:
Later ,a two-story school building was erected on the east s?dé
of the railroad, southeast of the railroad station. It was in tlhis
new building that Professor A. W. Cain, who married a daught
of Dr. F. C. Woodard, taught for seven or eight years begir;gnier
in about 1904. A Mr. Price taught the school later, and abo?xgt
the year 1909 Professor Wade L. Smith was chosen as superina}
tendent, and taught the school for two years, and therll) was

absent for about two years, aft i
5 er which he returne
for another two years. d and taugy

Another teacher of the school was Albert Moore, who later

was ive
year:leaed county clerk. He taught the school for about five

" Lansford was followed by a teacher by the name of Hollis
from Midway, who taught the school for two years.

Mr. Hollis was followed by A. J. Wood, who taught the
school one year only, in 1895.

Mr. Wood was followed by Joe Bob Oliphint, an eminent
educator, who taught the school for three years.

~ Oliphint was followed by C. W. Butler, in his younger day,
who has now become quite famous as Dr. C. W. Butler, the
owner of Butler's Hospital, who taught the school for one year.
Dr. Butler was followed by Fred Smith, who taught the
ool for two terms and at the end of his teaching the school
s merged with the Austonio School. It was about this time
that the Creek School House was destroyed by fire.

In more recent times Professor C. V. R
2 5. V. Reed taught the school |
siveral years in the new school building which “;gas erected on
;{ e west side of the railroad, and is the present school building.
e was succeeded by Professor T. B. Blackstone, who was the

immediate predecessor of Supt. E. A. E ici
; . . . ason =
ent superintendent. b e

_ The present High School at Grapeland is one of the best
:)r; Elloug:on County. The school reﬂscts the enterprising spirit
ud e Grapeland people. The Grapeland Independent School -
istrict now controls its own school system, and is a strictly
up-to-date school enterprise. It has turned out some of the
most prominent and outstanding citizens of Houston County
anfl many have gone abroad, with the inspiration received from
this school, to have a large part in the affairs of the State. It i |

dlfflClllt to estimate th.e lllfluelll B
c l‘adlatln fl"Ol‘n 5 Lo date
g thl. up

AUSTONIO SCHOOL

- After the Creek School was merged with the school at Aus-
tonio, the Ash School was also consolidated with it, and the
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school had a prosperous outlook from the beginning. .

The Austonio Community is located on the Kings Highyg,
or old San Antonio Road, about 14 miles southwest of Crocke,
and was first known by the nickname of “Pearville.” The g
nificance of this name is derived from the fact that pears
used by some of the people in either distilling or brewing a
of intoxicating liquor. The good people of the community, b
coming tired of the name, the matter was brought before ¢}
Crockett Chamber of Commerce which offered a prize of $10.
for a new name for the little town. The price was won b
Miss Isbell, who lived east of Crockett, and the name was ch
from many proposed names. It is a blend of the two Texa
cities, Austin and San Antonio.

The first superintendent of the Austonio School, was J. B
Daniel, a well-known teacher of Houston County, commonl
known as Buford Daniel. He is a member of one of the pionee
families of Houston County, and is still engaged in teaching
Houston County school. '

Mr. Daniel was followed by Professor G. H. Brooks, wh
taught the school for eight years and up until the present year

The present superintendent, who succeeded Professor Brook
is L. J. Lowery. This school has developed into one of the
most efficient and outstanding schools of the county, and ha
accomplished a great work, not only for the Austonio Com
munity, but for Houston County. Its influence has reached out
very far in the educational circles of Houston County, and it i
destined yet to carry forward a great work, and exercise a fing
influence, for years to come.

ANTRIM SCHOOL

One of the early schools of Houston County was located
about 8 or 10 miles northwest of Grapeland, and was first
known as the Antrim School. The first teacher of the school
of whom we have any information was a man by the name ot
Rowe. He was followed by Mr. Russell Wilson, the father-m
law of Colonel W. N. Sheridan. He lived for a while in thé
home of Col. Sheridan and taught the school about the year
1865 or 1866. He was the father of Zach Wilson, who married
Mary, the daughter of Thomas P. Collins and died about th€
year 1869. .

The next teacher of the Antrim School was a Dr. Turner.
The school at Antrim was taught in a large, one room, 10§

80
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94 feet square. It had no glass windows,
usg,wz:llgosl;;ed out tosqmake an opening for a window.
e Antrim School was later moved to a new community
as Pleasant Hill. A little town grew up around Pleasant
one blacksmith shop, oneAsaloon

. which was also used as a churchhouse. Among
ch}}llgog)l:g;cslfed there were the Rev. Matt J. ]:idl’l’llsl()ﬂ, the
e Rev. Richards, all Presbytegan Prcagcl}l}ergi

i itizens who supported the Antrim 5cho
%’)ﬁlﬁe;]%;‘l’?;:? acson of Bradfm%PDavis.‘ Reubcn Matthews
ohn A. Williams. Other prominent citizens of the colrlﬂ-
were: John McElroy, Jim Grey, J. H. B. Kyle and Jo 3
B. F. Edens also was a merchant at Pleasant Hill an
ards moved to Grapeland and became one of the most
sful merchants and business men of‘Grapeland, accum}lli
uite a little fortune. The old Antrim and Pleasant Hi

%ls deserve a place in Houston County history.

WELDON SCHOOL

" The history of the Weldon School contains much matter of
storic interest, but the author has been unable to obtain com-

information about this school, as the first school taught in
locality was taught in a very early day. As early as 1880,

hool was taught in the old schoolhouse by Rev. John Sul-

the schoolhouse then being on the Burton Goodrum
near where the dipping vat is now located. Other teach-

]

at this old schoolhouse were G. G. Alexander, James Rey-
s, Miss Nora Goodgoin, and John A. Long. A new school
ding was later erected nearer the town and was bqrn_ed.
ut the year 1930 the present commodious school building

erected and the following Superintendents have conducted

school there: Ben Lawrence, Prof. Forrester, J. P. O’Keefe,

Farris, Charles Heath, Clifton Crowson and the present
ntendent is Prof. J. B. Daniels.
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