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INTRODUCTION

This is an effort to tell the story of publlc educa-
tion 1n Cooke County, Texas. Any social, economic, or edu-
cational condition does not simply "happen"; rather, it 1is
the culmination of a long serles of trends and events. It
is hoped that by a close examination of Cooke County's
schools during the last sixty years, a better understand-
ing of its present educational status will be attained.

It will then be easier to predict the county's educational
possibilities for the future.

In this study a great deal of space has been devoted
to the history of Cooke County. The writer believes that
the history of a community greatly affects its schools, and
the schools in turn affect the community. A communlby does
not usually progress in all other lines of humen endeavor
and leave its educstional sBystem behind. The schools of a
commmity will show progress in direct proportion to the
sccial, economic, and religious progress attained by that
community. The greatest single factor affecting eduvcation
in a community is possibly economic. No one wlll contend
that, given the opportunity, most individuals will live a

clean, decent, and useful 1ife. The same is true of a
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community. If a commmnity has economie well-being and se-
curity, its people have the means and inltiative to im-
prove thelr schools.

Most of the historical records of Cooke Couﬁty have
been well preserved, and the public records have been well
kept. The history of the county has been admirably told a
number of times, but usually only references were made to
the schools, The various accounts of the schools have not
been complete, and have naturally not been balanced
agalnst each other. In prepering this history, all avall-
gble sources of information have been consulted. It 1s
hoped that a comprehensive and somewhat interesting story
will be the result.

iv
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CHAPTER I
THE BARLY HISTORY OF COOKE COUNTY
Physical Characteristics of Coocke County

Cooke County lies in thet tler of counties in North
Texse sometimes known as the "Red River Counties," the
river forming the boundary between Texaé and Cklshoma.
Along the northern boundary of the eounty, the course of
the Red River is most irregulsr. Several large bends in
the river are fbrmed by its cutting deep into the county
in several places. In these bends sre found rich bottom
lands that are suitable for farming, From this physio-
graphic condition has grown the settlements of the county,
for from the beginning the ploneers made homes mnd de-'
veloped towns and communities in these large bottom sreas.
Accordingly, the term "bend" was usually used in neming
them, and the reader will find any historieal account of
the county meking frequent mention of such nsmes as Sad-
dlers Bend, Warrens Bend, Sivells Bend, Horse-shoe Bend,
Delawsre Bend, and others.

The peculisr location of Cooke County elong the Red
River hes grestly affected its history in yet another way.

1
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3
Being on the border of the state and with Oklahoma to the
north, Cooke County has been a "port-of-entry" throuwgh all
of itas history. Travelling south todey (1944), Gaines-
ville, the county seat, is the first town in Texas on U. S.
~ Highway 77. Ve shall learn later in this account that, as
a "port-of-entry,® Gainesville has served many varied and
interesting roles in the economlc development of the county.

In the near future, with the development of the great
Denison Dam Reservoir almost at its door, Cooke County 1s
destined to sdd yet another chepter to its role &s a "port-
of-entry” or "Red River" county.

Like her larger political subdivision, the State of
Texas ,Cooke County offers a large varlety in the manner of
farming and in the products that may be grown within 1its
borders. The viariety of soils and plant 1ife that may be
found in the county is shown 1in Map II.

The eastern part of the county 1s in the East Texas
Cross Timbers belt. It is generally wooded, unless 1t has
been clesred; and the timber is largely post oak with a
small smount of other osks and hickory. The soil 1In this
gection 1s of clay and sandy origin, This sendy soll 1s
subject to the cultivation of cotton, corn, truck, and
fruits.

| Then scross Elm Creek, which runs through Galinesville,
and extending west nearly to the Montague County line, we

f£ind the prairies. This sectlon, comprising more than one
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half of the land ares of the county, has s black to dark
brown so0il of the Grand Prairle group., This portion of the
county is given to cotton, corn, small grains, sorghums, and
native grasalands. The land is rolling snd is not wooded
except along the streasms that traverse 1it.

Along the western boundary of the county is found a
brown and reddish brown sandy soil of the West Texas (Cross
Timbers belt. It is timbered mainly but includes sowe
prairie. Here the timber is principally post ocak but with
some blackjack, The sgricultural products grown are cot-
ton, corn, and frults, The Prairie portion is valuable for
its grasslands. So we see that the county 's soll ranges
from heavy dark losm te light sends; and from an agricul-
tural stendpoint, this insures a certain degrea of eco-
nomic security for the county as & whole, The Eﬂﬁﬂﬁ Al-
menac for 1943-1944 gives the elevation of the county seat,
Gainesville, as 738 feet ebove sea level. The average an-

nual rainfall is thirty-four inches.

Early Settlement of Cooke County
The first civilized men to enter the territory now con-
tained in Cooke County were probably French trsppers with
their indian guides. They followed the water highway of
the Red River to their hunting grounds in West Texas and

ltgotes on the Early History of Cooke County for the
M. K. snd T. Railway"” (unpublished), in Cooke County His-
toricel Files, Cooke County Library.
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6
New Mexico., When the sesson was ended, they returned down
the river to market thelr pelts af New Orleesns, and to
trade with the Indians aslong the route.

The first American to visit the county of which we
have any account was Colonel William Besn who, with a hunt-
ing expedition, passed over the site of Gainesville in
1833,2 He was on his way back to his father's home on the
White River in Arkansss after a two-year trapping trip to
West Texas, the Indlen Territory, and New Mexlco. Colonel
Bean must have liked the country, for later, in 1844, in
partnership with Coffee and Warren; he established the
first trading post in the county at Werren's Bend on the
Red River.®

Both Thrall's, Bancroft's, and Austin's maps of Texas
for 1835 put the Cooke County territory in a land grent
made to John Cameron under the old empresario colonizsation
system of 1828.4 But the country was so remote from civili-
zation, end the Indians proved so hostile that the projeet
fell through., The county probably got its start through
the efforts of snother coclenist who established what was
known as "Peter's Colony."® According to an act of the
Fifth Congress of the Republic of Texas, passed January 4,

1841, the President was suthorized %o enter Iinto a contract

o R———

STbid, . 471bid. 51bid.




7
with W..S. Peters and others for the purpose of introdueing
femilies into Texas for settlement on vacant lands.®
Through the years varlous other contracts were made with
the company, the next one being in 1852.7 The grant was
quite extensive, being described by one writer as follows:
"Beginning at a point on Red River, in said four contracts
specifically defined, and running thence along the extreme
eastern boundary of said grént south 100 miles, thence
west 164 miles, thence north to Red River, thence down
sald river to the place of beginning."® In speaking of
the Peters coleny, another writes that "Grayson County was
in the northeast corner of the old Peters Colony grant."g
Therefore we may sssume that ali of the Cooke County land
that had not been patented by 1841 wass within this grant,
Titles had already been given for some of the land, es-
pecially to veterans of the Texas Revolution.

The Peters Colony was advertised extensively and peo-
ple ceme from widely separated places to establish their
"head rights." In this colony the head of s family was
offered 640 acres of land. A single man was offered 320

acres of lend, complebe with house, and with forty acres

6p. @. Wooten, A Comprehensive History of Texas,
II, 824. -

TEd F. Bates, History and Reminiscences of Denton

County, p. 7.
B1p1d.

9Frank W, Johnson, A History of Texss and Texans, II,

848.
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broken out and fenced. Iﬁ addition, Peters was to furnish
the colonist with emmunition end provisions for the first
year. In axeﬁange for this assistance, the colonist, after
proving his title by three years of resldence, was to deed
one half of his total allotment back to Peters., Many
people ceme from foreign lands or made trips of hundreds
of miles by ox~wagon to find that Peters was not prepared
to fulfill his end of the bargain. Peing without means of
doing otherwise, these families remalned to become the first
settlers. They'took aplthaiﬂ head-rights in the face of
ineredible hardships. They built homes, conquered the soil,
and clung to the land in spite of the Indians. At the end
of the three years they would appesr before the County
Court at Gainesville and, with the help of thelr neighbors,
prove that they had a right to the land under the terms of
the agréemant mede. The‘early Gammiséionerﬁ' gourt minutes
of Cooke County are filled with such transactions. The
records show thet the county clerk wes authorized to iasue
certificates to the colonists for their lands. In the
September term ofthe Commissionerst! Court, 1856, we find
the following transaction:

This day in open court comes W. A. J. Finch, who

being duly sworn, says that he emlgrated to Peters!

Colony prior to the first day of July, 1848, and hss

been s ¢itizen of the colony for a term of three

years, performing all the duties of a good citizen,

that he was sand is the head of a family, thet he

hes never obtained any lands under any Donstion

Laws of Texas, and that he has never received a
certificate from Thomas W. Ward, and that he
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considers (that) he is entitled to 640 geres of land
as the head of a famlly, and as a colonist in ssid
Colony, all of whieh I, Willlam A, J. Finch, do
solemnly swear to be true to the best of my knowl-
edge and belief, so help me God, -- Signed: W. A. J.
The above claim wes subsequently proved by two neighbors
as witnesses, and a certificate of title was issued,
 Settlement begaen in the county as early as 1846, and
in that year Jim Martin settled on Spring Creek about one-
half mile west of Valley-View;ll Martin Neely also settled
with him at the same time. These men were smong the first
to settle 1n Cook County.
Colonel Jemes Borelend and his son-in-law, Colonel
A. B. Manlon, came with thelr fgmilies to the county'aeVb'
eral years before the Civil War and located et the upper
end of Deleware Bend, in the northeast portion of the
county. These two men set up & mercantile bﬁsiness to
troede with the Indians just across Red River and with the
soldiers at Fort Arbucklé, end for meny years did & lucra-
tive business. C. N. Jones writes of this section of the
county in those deys as follows:
Perheps the most lawless part of the county In
those days was Deleware PBend. It was there that

much whiskey was sold to the Indiens whe lived jJust
aeross the river, From the Bend, liquor was sold

10 inutes of the Comnmissioners' Court of Cooke Coun-
ty, I, 14$-150.

1l¢, 5. Jones, Early Days in Cooke County, p. 9.
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in large quantities and sent on pack animels far
into the interior of the Reservation.

One of the foremost settlers of the county was W. R.
Strong. He came to Texes with his parents in 1846,13
' Jacob Dye, Marcus L. Webster, and others settled on Timber
creek in the eastern part of the county. This was also
gbout 1846, Of this settlement, Fred Massenglll writes
that "this was & great wooded section and the woodbine,
or Europesnu honeysuckle, grew in great profusion. W. H.
Mitchell end K. C. Nelson attended meetlngs to select a
name (for the settlement), and were emong those suggesting
Woodbine."+4 This community today (1944) is only a "whls-
tle station"on the Missouri, Kensas, and Texas Railroad,
and has possibly twenty-five inhabltants, but we see that
it had an smbitious beginning almost one bundred years ago.

In 1847 and 1848 the state located a company of
Rengers st Dixon Station east of Pecan Creek and sbout
three miles southeast of Gainesville'a)present site.15 1t
wes for the purpose of protecting the frontier agalnst the
Indiens. It was probably a little later that ancther Ranger
station, Fort Fitzhugh, was located on the Elm fork of the
Trinity a few miles south of the present site of Gaines-
ville.

Alexander Routwell was an early settler in Galnesville

121p1d., p. 10.

13w. R. Strong, "Reminiascences of Early Cooke county"
(unpublished), in Historical File, Cooke County Libfary.

l4pred Massengill, Texas Towns, p. 198.

183, M. Lindsay, "Brilef Historﬁlof Barly Days" (un-
published), in Historlecal File, Cooke County Librery.
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and one of its foremost cltlzens for meny yesrs. Hls grand-
daughter, ¥rs. R. V. Bell, tells how he welcomed another
famous citizen, Colonel Willism Bean, to the little com-
manlty of Gainesville:

Oninous clouds in the north overspread the sky.
A fringe of clouds In the west hung like a great
curtain across the horizon. It was a blue Texas
norther that ushered in Christmass Day, 18580. Alex-
ander Boutwell, a pioneer of "forty-nine," lived in
his log house near the eastern clearing on Elm
Creek, one-half mile west of Gainesville., Thelr
eighteen-foot log house contained a large fireplace
half across the front end in which a big fire blazed
bright end cheery . . . The door on the east side,
its only opening, stood always ajar. Their Christ-
mas dinner, without friends or guests, groaned under
its load of wild turkey, dried pumpkins and pones of
corn cskes, Plled on its earthern platter, lay the
brown fried squirrel and rabbits, caught in the
thickets and trees on the banks of the river. Na-
tive nuts of pecan, walnut and hickory were in abun-
dance. The hawthorne shrubs were loaded with their
blaeck end crimson haw fruits. The wild grapes
which festooned the tallest trees were sweet from
the recent frost; while the persimmons, luscious in
their purple and frosted beauty, graced the frugal
board, Nature was predigal in her glfts and pro-
vlided with lavlish hend many good things from her
store,.

The children played hide-and-go-seek among
the dogwood and hawthorne bushes. The constant
eyes of the mother knew always where they were.

The mother ssng as she cleared away the dishes and
put them in order, Boutwell paced the floor rest-
lessly, stopping at the open door and loocking on
the outstretched valley beyond, which i3 now called
Falrview, and over whose brow the road ran like a
8ilver thread. '

"slexander, what be ye so snxious about, and
whom are ye looking for?" asked the wife.

"The Indisns will come frem the west or north;
the full moon tonight will be hidden by the dark
clouds, and they will not raid until fairer weather."
So she assured him safety for the night. They
tslked long of thelr sdvencing civilizetion armd of
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the entrance of more pecple intc thelr new settle-
ment., Already, three new cabins stood ready for
their occupants. Others felt the lure of the new
west; 1ts virgin forests and relling plains held out
great inducement for ownership, The wonderful op-
portunity of a new country -~ a land of amazing ro-
mance and adventure -- lured many sculs weatward.
While they talked three prairie schooners were
silhouetted against the eastern sky. They contalined
the family of new-comers, his store ané household
furnishings,snd last of sll, but not least, two
families of negro slaves ~- the cherished property
of the Southerners. Their destination was the three
csbins which were located on the north corner of
the present ¢ity square, where the First State Bank
now steands. Boutwell, with hurried footsetps,
brought from home a "chunk of fire." The blue amoke
soon curled from the wooden chimney; and 1ts crack-
ling fires, warm glow and wermer neighbors welcomed
into town its first merchsnt -- Colonel William Bean.1®

About 1836, George Diester came into the counbdy hunt-
ing buffalo for the German Zoblogical Gardens.l? on the
prairies west of the present site of Gaiﬁesville, he took
twenty-six buffalo cows and their calves. He drove them
to St. Touls where he sold the cows and shipped the calves
to Burcpe. This bold adventurer became so ensmored of the
country that he later'brought a colony of Germans back with
him to settle in the eastern cross-timbered segctlion of
Cooke County. The colony was finally destroyed by some mys-
terious disease, snd Diester was sbout the only.one that
remalned., He lived a long life and became a substantlal

citizen of the county.

l6ye (jainesville Towne, compiled by Gainesville
school children, pp. 10-11.

17vjote on the History of Early Cooke County" (unpub-
lished), in Historical File, Cooke County Idbrary.
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There were other settlements masde in the county dur-
ing this time, but these are representative ones arnd will
serve,'we hope, to give a plcture of that early day in
our history.
The Political Orgenligation
~of Cooke County |
In the early days of its existence, Cooke County had
a very different meaning to that which 1a has today (1944).
The following excerpt will help to show how the oounty
came into being:
Prior to the revolution of Texas against Mexico,
there was no such political subdivision as the
county. The State's area waes divided into depart-
ments end municipalities. When the Texas Revolu-
tion began, there were three departments; Bexar,
Brazos and Nacogdoches; and elghteen municlpalities
. « » Pive additionsl ones (departments) were
created by the provislional council in 1835, vix.:
Colorado, Jackson, Jefferson, Red River and Sa-
line.18
The records show that what is now Cooke County was
part of the Red River Municipality.lg It was laster a part
of Fannin Gounty, out of which ten counties were created.<?
When Cooke County came into being by an act of the legisla-
ture, approved March 20, 1848, 1t comprised all of that
land szrea that is now Clay, Jack, Montague and Cooke Coun-

ties. The location of the county seat was on the site of

18y, 1, Fulmore, The History and Geography of Texas,
p. 278.

191p1d., p. 28s. 201p14.
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Fitzhugh's fort, four miles south of the present town of
Gainesville, end it was called Liberty. The county ré-
tained this size until August, 1856, when Jack County was
created., The next year, in 1857, Montague and Clay Coun-
ties were carved out of the area; and we had Cooke County
as we know 1t today. Map III shows the county as it ap-
peared 1n 1848,

The county received its name from William G. Cooke, an
1llustrious hero of the Texas Revolution. He was a major
in the sarmy of the Republic and served under General Hous-
ton at the Bettle of San Jacinto. Among his many services
to Texas during the early days, Cooke participated in the
blockhouse fight with the Comanches at San Antonio de
Bexar (1840), and was appointed one of the commissioners
to accompany the Santa Fe Expadition.gl He died in 3Seguin,
Texas, in 1847.

The first entry in the early minutes of the Coumis-
gloners' Court of Cooke County was made the twenty-seventh
day of December, 1848, making the bond of Robert Ekey as
tax collector and assessor for the eeunty.gg It is borne
out that the county was just setting up for business as the
following order appears in the minutes of the February temm

of court:

210. L. Douglas, The Gentlemen in the White Hats,
Pp. 19«28,

22 inutes of the Commissioners!' Court, Cooke County,
Texas, I, 1.
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Ordered by the Qourt that the elerk shall

get such books as is necessary for county business,

and he shall be psid out of the firat funds of

said county.? -
This meeting of the court was undoubtedly held at the home
of James C. Dickson, as the following order would indicate:
"Ordered by the Court that the Court shall be moved from
James C, Dicksen's to (George Dyster's in Beat No, o, n2d
There is apparently no special significance connected with
the use of the word "beat." 1In other records of the ssme
yoar the term "precinet" was used to denote politieal sub-
divisions.

At the seme session of the court it was ordered that
an election be held the second Saturday in March, 1849,
for the purpose of filling veemncies in county offlces.
Although the records fail to report the ocutcome of swh
eleetion, subsequent minutes of the eourt show thet Robert
Wheeler was chlef justice (now known as county judge);

S. D.Brown, county treasurer; M. Webster, sheriff; and Robert
Ekey, tex collector end assessor.

The matter of locating the county seat was the big
gquestion of the moment, and it was some time before it was
settled. At a meeting of the court held May 5, 1849, Danilel
Montague was employed to survey the line between Cooke and
Grayson Counties, and then run a line fifteen miles west

on the boundary between Cooke and Denton Covmtiles, and

231pid., p. 4. 241p14d.
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subsequently fifteen mileg north to locate the center of
the county. This was a very practlical way of locating =
site for the county seat. |

Then the gquestion of naming the c¢ounty seat had to be
settled., When the Commissioners! Court met in August of
the same year, the following order was passed:

Ordered by the court that the county seat

shall be laid off as soon as posslble and nemed

Liberty; on the fifteenth day of September there

will be & sale of town lots In saild town of

Liverty.2%
We must remember that in this esarly day there was no such
thing as county taxes; and if there had been, there were
very few people to pay them. The most direect and feasible
way to ralse funds, therefore, was to sell town lots to
prospective settlers. This practice was adhered to for
years, even after some tax monles were avallable. Much
grlef was experienced by the officisls in keeping the ac-
counts sctive and in collecting all the money that was
due the county.

The same session of the court ordered that various
roads leading from the county seat of Iiberty be lald out.
There was to be "a road running from Liberty, the nearest
‘and best route, to the county line towards Alton."26 al-
ton was then the county seat of Denton County.

But the question of locsting and namirg the county

251p1d., p. 11. 261p44.
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seat was not yet settled. After almost two years it was
evidently a matter of much divided opinion, so we find in
the August term of court, in 1850, the following order:

Ordered by the court that five commlssioners
be sppointed to select two sultable places for the
county seat of Cooke County, having due regard to
timber, water and donations. Said commiesioners
will proceed forthwith to adveriise an electlon for
one of those places, and as soon as the result of
the election is known, said commissloners shall pro-
ceed to lay off a town, and lmmediastely meke thelr
report to the County Court. Be it further ordered
that Pat ¢. Dixon, Andrew Van Slyke, Davlid Certer,
B. F.Carpenter snd Jchn Boggs are duly appolnted
sald commissioners for which service commissloners
shall recelve one dollar per day.?

There is no record of any report filed by the com-
missioners nor of an eleetion held for this purpose, but
the question was evidently settled. In the September tem
of court of the aame year (1850), we find the county seat
referred to as Gasinesville for the first tiwme.

Ordered by the court that there will be of-
fered to sale on the first day of eircuit court,
town lots on,gwelveumenth eredit in the town of
Gainesville.®

Joseph C. McConnell in his book, The West Texsas

Frontier, gives an account of how the county seat was

finally named:

Inasmuch as the county authoritlies discovered
that there was slready a county and town In Texas
named ILiberty, the new location selected for the
county sesat was called Gainesville, in honor of
General Edmond Pendleton Gaines of the United
States Army. Colonel Williem PFitzhugh was command-
ing s ranger company stationed in Cooke County at

271p1d4., p. 37. 281pid., p. 47.
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the time. He was a warm friend of General Gﬁinea

who, November 3, 1814, was voted the thanks of

Congress gnd swarded a gold medal for his gal-

izgtgg iglgfggating the British at Erre, during the

The question of locating the county seat was also:
gsettled at about the smme time. The deciding factor was
the donation of forty acres of land by Mary E. Clark,
land which was subsequently laild off intc town lots amd
sold, reising the first revenue for the county. Mery E.
Clerk has been called the "mother of Gainesville." She
was deseribed ss "a little frail womsn, whe bad a greatb
love for children, "30
The new town of Gainesville was given the added at-

traction of & new courthouse about 1850. It was built by
two of the county officials, §. D, Brown, county clerk, and
Alesxander Boutwell, sheriff. The recerds show that they
were duly pald for their lsbors: "3. D. Brown received
pay, by note, twenty-nine dollars for building the court-
house in Galinesville on the seventeenth day of February,
1851."31  7hmis building wes certainly not an imposing
structure ~- being scarcely larger than sn ordinary living
recom in one of our present-dey homes ~=- but in it tran-
spired events that affect us today, almost one hundred

years later,

29Joseph C. McCommell, The West Texas Frontier, p. 123.

SOcooke County Historicsl Flles, Cocke County Library.

Shfinutes of Commissioners! Court, Cooke Gountj, I, 51,
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In the August term of Commissioners' Court, in 1851,

we find the follewing interesting note:

Ordered that on the first Mondsy of September
there will be offered to the lowest bidder a pub-
lie well to be dug end walled np well with good
rock, with a good plaetform over it, and & curd
three feet high, with a good bucket and windless.
To be dug In Galnesville and get plenty of water;
if rock is passgg there 1a to be paid $1.00 on
each foot mors.

Aside from the Commissioners' Court minutes, there

are

records in the county that have been fairly well preserved.

The "Record of Marriege Licenses, Cocke County," Veol. I,

page 1, spparently records the first wedding in the county:

The State of Texas |
County of (ooke i

To any District Judge, Chief Justice of the
County Court, and Justice of the Peace or legally
ordained minister of the Gospel, Greetings:

You are hereby authorized to solemnize the
rites of matrimony between Henry Gilmann and Jane
Boggs as by Law you are empowered and directed and
make your due return of this License -to my office
within sixty days certified in seccordance with Law,
Glven under my hand and seal of office this the
4th dey of Decewber, A. D. 1849. Stephen D. Brown,
Clk, CCCCSS

The first civil case eglled for trial was Csse No.
atyled P, G. Boutwell vs. Alexander Boutwell. The case
wag dismissed.

According to C. N. Jones in hils Early Days in Cooke

County, tike first white child born in Cooke County was

21pid., p. 61.

S3Record of Harriage Licenses, Cooke County, Texas,

1, 1.
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named J. K. Chadwell, and was born in 1851, six miles east
of Gainesville,*

To fully appreciate these crude beginnings, it must be
remembered that Cooke County was on the very edge of the
frontier. Fort Worth had not been established, and west
from Gainesville was truly a wilderness, Gainesville was
the last town the lmmigrants reached until they struck El
Pagso, The 0ld California Trail passed through Gainesville,
and these early years saw many covered wagons drawn with
oxen plodding thelr way westward. It was said that for-
tunes could be quickly made in the fabulous gold fields
of California. Doubtless the Gainesville settlement alaé
witnessed many of these venturers returning disililusloned

from the West where there was not encugh gold to go around.

The Butterfleld Traill

The prineipsl street of Galnesville -~ California -=-
takes 1ts name from the rutted trails cut by wagons bound
for the gold flelds in 1848-1849. These wagons were blaz-
ing a trail to be used a few years later by John Butter-
field of St. Louis. 1In 1857 a six-year contract was en-
tered into by Butterfield and the United States Governmment
for a stage and mail route from St. louls, Missouri, to

San Franeisco, Celifornia, via El Paso, Texes., This was a

54Jones, op. ¢it., p. 10,
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distance of approximetely thbee thousand miles. The But-
terfield Trail crossed the Red River at Preston Bend in
+ ﬁ%ayson,County, and entered Cooke County about six miles
east of Callisburg. It passed throﬁgh Callisburg and ran
through Galnesville, crossing Pecan Creek at Belcher
Street and leaving the town at sn Elm Creek crossing a
short distance below the present highway bridge. Galnes-
ville was a stage stend and relay'station for their teams.
The old Fletcher Hotel, later known as the "Great Western,"
was the statlon. 1In describing a‘caravan departing for
California, Mrs, Lou Derwin Matthews says that "around
fifty families with as many wagons drawn by ox-teems, left
the Fletcher Hotel in 1859, 1"5°

The first overland coaches began travelllng the But -
terfield Trail in September, 1858. The tlme required to
travel from 8t. Louils to San Francisco was usually about
twenty-three days. The journey was a hard one and attained
with no 1ittle danger. The vehicles serving on the line
were menufactured by the Abbot-Downing Company of Conecord,
New Hempshire, and were well fitted for the purpose. The
body, buillt of stout oak, was braced with ifon bandsy and
the wheels were heevy and ringed with thick iron tires.
High up in front sat the driver, and behind was a heavy

box in which was stored mall sacks and the paséengers'

35;3 Galnesville Towne, p. 20.
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luggage. The c¢oaches were usﬁally painted a gaudy green
or reds; however, sometime later, when it'was found that the
bright colers made the esadh.mofe easlly visible to hos-
tile Indians, more temperate colors were employed. Usually
two or three passengers were all that were carried at one
time. Thelr lot was a hard one as almost no convenlences
were provided for them. The primary purpose of the stage
was to carry the meil and valusble express, and the vari.
ous stations along the route were solely to cmre for the
teamé gnd drivers.

It must have been a colorful sight in those days teo
have seen the overland stage arrive in Gainesville with ita
passengers and mail from the East, and to wish it godspeed
on its perilous journey westward to El Paéo and the Gold
Coast, Today may be seen, on the north side of the county
gourthouse, a monument erected, in 1931, by the Rebecca
Crockett Chapter, Deughters of the American Revolutlon,
of Gainesville, Texas, in memory of this colorful era in

the history of Cooke County.

- Economic Development
In the early days Cooke County was much the same as
any other part of the frontier. About the time that the
county was organized as a political entity, people were
emigrating into Texas 5y the thousands. The frontier of-

fered many inducements to settlers and land was to be had
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very cheeply. The maeny streasms that crossed the county
with their fertile bottom lands and abundance of wood and
water must have offered rosey opportunities to these set-
tlers. Consequently, most of the settlements were made
along these streams, and the fertile blaekland pralries
did not come into thelr own untll later when ranching and
grain raising beceme an lmportant part of the eeonomlie
life.

The usual procedure for the early inhsbitants of the
county was to settle along some streem where wood and
water were plentiful, and then break out a small fileld for
farming. Corn and food stuffs were usually planted to feed
the family and the stock. Egrly accounts of the period
tell of the difficulty in fenscing the fields against deer
and other wild animals that destroyed the crops. The set-
tlers supplemented their meager crops with wild honey,
grapes, berries, and wild geme from the woods,

Gainesville early became important as a trading post.
In this respect, John M. Hendrix says of CGainesaville;

@Gainesaville was early established as a trading
point, and the last before entering the "Netions,"
and port-of-cell for chuck wagons seeking supplies,
and for trail bosses seeking meil or instructions
before they left the state with their herds. 56

Shortly after the Civil War, an adventurous custom and

S6Jonn M. Hendrix, "Texss Cow-Towns -~ Gainesville,"
The Cattleman, Februsry, 1941, p. 23.




CHAPTER IT
EARLY SCHOOLS

The Development of Education in Texas

Since this is s study of the development of education
in Coocke County, it wlll be well to notice briefly the prog-
ress that educatlon had made in the state up to the time
that Cooke County was settled. It must be remembered that
at this time (1846) Texes had just become a part of the
Unlted 3tetes. During the half cenbury preceding its entry
into the Union, the history of Texss had been a turbulent
one. TUp until 1821, the state was under Spanish rule, snd
very little had been secomplished in the mstter of educa-~
tion. The territory was populated largely by the native
Texans who were members of varlous Indian tribes, together |
with a scattering of poor Spaniards. The govermment set
up the Spanish missions for the Indien tribes and they
were the sole implements of education for a large msjority
of the population. The lasting benefits from the mis-
sions in educational and morsl training among these people
have often been questioned, For when the power of Spain
waned and the missions were sbandoned, the natives returned

to their savege and un-Christian ways.

R6
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enterprise began that was to play an importent part in the
economic 1ife of Texas., It was called "trail driving.”
Texas longhorn and other breeds of cattle were fattened on
the broad pleins of the state and, for_want of a better
method, were driven hundreds of mlles to market. Kanses
City became & great cattle market, and some of the Kansas
trails passed through or near Cooke County. One of these
passed just west of Gainesville, and an earllier one crogsed
Red River at = place called Roek Crossing. Meny of the
herds veered to the nerthwest of Galnesville to enbter jon-
tague County and cross Red River at the Red River Station
Crossing. Near the end of this era, Gainesville lost some
of its trade to the Western Trall that crossed the river
near Doants Store in Wilbarger County. Bubt until the end
of the trail-driving period, it enjoyed a good business
from this source. In later years Gainesvlille was to be-
come the cattle capital of this part of the West, but
this era in its history will be dealt with in a2 subsequent

chapter,
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The Republic of Mexleo wes born in 1821, when the

yoke of Spanish rule was thrown off by revolubtion. A fed-
eral republic, similar to that of the United States of
America, was set up; and Texas became, with Coahuila, an
enormouns state of the new républic.with its capitol ét Sal-
t1llo, TUnder the Federal Conatitution of Mexico, the con-
| duct of general education was reserved to the states. The
constitution ofthe state of Coahulla and Texas was adopted
in 1827 and generous pro#isions were made for education.
Put as the years went by, no tengible results were seen
from these provisions, and sbout the only schools were
“those that were set up by the people themselves, Any stu-
dent of Texas history is familiar with the fact that one
of the chief complaints of the Texans agalnst the Mexican
Government was 1bs failure to provide an educational
system., In the Declarstion of Independence signed at Wash-
Ington, Texas, on March 2, 1836, the following charge was
included among other grievances sgainst the Mexican Gov-
ernment:

It (the Mexican Govermment) has falled to es-
tablish eny publie school aystem of education, al-
though possessed of boundless resources (the public
domain), and although it is an axiom in political
sclence, that, unless a people are educated and en-
lightened, 1t is idle to expect the contlnuesnce of
civil liberty, or the capacity for self-goverrment.l

There was much truth in thils charge that the Mexiecan

lprederick Eby, The Development of Education in Texas,
p. 79. _ - -
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Govermment hed neglected the education of its citlzens.
The people of Texas got their chsnce to prove what they
 could sccomplish themselves when Santa Anna was defeated
and independence was won at the Battle of Sen Jaecinto,
~ April 21, 1836. Texas was now a republiec, and the manage-
ment of its affairs was in the hands of its own citizens.

The constitution of the new Republic of Texas was
adopted March 17, 1836; and concerning education, it
stated that: "It shall be the duty of congress, as soon
as eircumstesnces will permit, to provide by law a general
syatem of education."™ Tt is disappointing to read that so
11ttle was said about education, especlally since the colon-
fats had been so vociferous in their indictment of the Mexi-
can Goverpment for this seme omission. The First Congress
met the next year and it, likewise, was silent on the sub-
ject of popular educstion., Then, in 1838, Mirabeau B.
Lemar was elected to the presidency of the Republic. Lamar
was an educebed man himself, and was thoroughly convinced
that it would work to the detriment of the state if her in-
hebitents remained uneducated. In his first message to
Congress in December, 1838, Lemar had the following to say
about education -~ words that have been quoted by educators
up vntil this day in making a case for the need of popular'

education:

CFrederick Eby, Educaticn in Texas; Source Meterisls,
p. 131. -
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If we desire to estsblish a Republican Govermment
upon & broad and permenent basis, it will become our
duty to adopt a comprehensive and well-regulated sys-
tem of mental and moral culture. Education is a sub-
Ject in whieh every ciltizen, and especially every
perent, feels a deep and lively conecern, It is one
in which no jerring interests are involved, and no
acrimonious political feellngs are excited: for its
benefits are so universsl that all parties can cor-
dially unite in advancing it. It 1s admitted by all,
that cultivated mind 1s the guardian genius of democ-
racy, and while guided and controclled by virtue, the
neblest attribute of man. It is the only dietator
that freemen acknowledge, and the only security that
freemen desire.d
This courageous and positive stand by President Lamer had
much to do with the passing of an educationel bill that was
to have a far-reaching effect., Thls bill, appreved Janu-
ary 26, 1839, contained a provision which provided that
"each county of thls Republic shall have three leagues of
iand surveyed and set apart for the purpose of establish-
ing a primary school or academy in said county."? The law
further provided that this land wes to be surveyed as soon
as possible, and that it could be leased for a period of
not to exceed three years, At the same time fifty leagues
of land were set aside for the endowment of two state col-
leges or universitiles.® However, no provisions were made
for the administration of any national system of education,
and no funds were made avallable except that whiech might
be derived from the lease of the three lesgues of land in

each county. Because of thils fact, no immediate benefits

51bid., pp. 150-151. 41bid., p. 167. 51bid., p. 168.
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resulted from these acts of the Congress; and the friends
of educetion in Texas were agaln sadly dlssppointed.

A new law was passed by the Congress of the Republic
of Texas the next year, Februsry, 1840. This law gave to
each county still another league of land out of the public
domain for educational purposes, and it further provided
that this land could be scld and the revenue used to es-
tablish schools., Also the chief justice and the commis-
sioners in each county were to act as a bosrd of school
comnissioners. They were to see that thelr county's land
was surveyed, to divide the counties Into convenient achool
districts, to exemline cendidates for teachers! certificates,
and to inspect and supervise the schools. The student of
the progress of education in Texas might well become ex-
cited at this point snd assume that, at last, real progress
was being made in providing educational opportunities for
the children of Texas. DBut such was not the case. There
were seversl factors that caused this not to be true.

To begin with, the four leagues of land granted to
each county provided no immedinte source of Ineome., Land
was 80 sabundsnt and so cheap that there was no sale for
most of it, Twenty months after the first law was passed,
not a single county hed surveyed 1ts land, and of course
none had leased or sold it.® There 1s no evidence that any

of the ecunties did, or could, wse any of this land for

sEby, Development of Education in Texss, p. 92.
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the establiskment of their early schools.

Another noticeable fact 1s that the lawmakers evi-
dently hed no desire to assume the responsibility of ac-
tuelly providing end supervising the education of the chil-
dren of Texas. Rather than have the state do 1%, they passed
that responsibility on to the ecounty govermments, which in
turn left the pagrons of the children much to thelr own
devices,

Another hindrance to a workable gsystem of schools was
the people themselves. Probably a large majority of the
people firmly believed that education of the children was
the responsibility of the parents rather than of the state.
They did not believe that one man should be taxed to edu-
cate another man's child., ©Still others felt that the
church should tske the lesd in educétion. They felt that
education was lergely a training in the morals and creeds
of their particulsr faith., There was also the group who
believed that the state had the responsibllity of educat-
ing only the poor and indigent children, a bellef that was
gn outgrowth of the "poor laws" of England. Also some
people felt that any indigent children of the heroic sol-
diers of the Texas Revolution should by all means be taken
care of in the matter of education.

Then add to this the faet that a large pasrt of the

Republic was sparsely settled -- especially in the northern
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and western counties, of which Cocke County was one. This
made 1t difficult to establish schools except in the vil-
lages and towns, where a goodly number of chlldren counld

be found at one place.

Home Instruection and Private Schools
All of the above-mentloned factors made the job of
establishing a comprehensive educational system in Texas a
slzable one. It was to be a great many years before s real
"free" school system was instituted In our stete, Although
there was little or no formal educatlon in Texas during
these early years, it does not mean that there was no school-
ing for the younger generation. 'Home instruction" was
usually to be found in the homes of the ploneers. An older
member of the family -- usually the motler -- saw $o 1t
that the children were instructed in st least the rudiments
of reading and writing. Much credit should be given to
these ploneer mothers for their diligence In training their
children when other forms of e¢ducation were entirely lack-
Ing. Of this form of education, Eby says:
The fact that illiteraocy in 1850 was only
12.2 per cent of the population of white men
over twenty years of age, and only 20.2 per cent
of the women of the same class, is evidence of

considerable family instruction.

Another form of educsatlon at this time, which was also

71p1d., p. 93.
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entirely aside from the efforts of the state, were the “ol&
field" schools,® Almost every town and village had its
community school. The Christian ministers often took the
lead in such enterprises in order to substantiate and aid
in their own work. Town leaders felt thet a school in their
midst wounld help to Induce new settlers to come to their
eommunities. Almost every town, at one time or another,
strove to be the "Athens of Texss." Although established
and malntained outside of any coordinated effoft, this form
of sehool did a tremendous amount of good‘during'the early

years of our history.

The Beginnings of a State School System
When Texas ceased to be a republic eand was annexed to
the United States as a state in 1845, it was necessary that
8 new constitution be written. The Constitution of 1843
contained the following provisions pertaining to educs-
tion: |

Section I =- A general diffusion of knowledge being
egsentlal to the preservation of the rights and
liverties of the people, it shall be the duty
of the leglaleture of this stete to make suitsgble
provisions for the support end maintenance of pub-
1lc schools.

Section IT -- The lLegislature shall, as early as
practicable, establish free schools throughout
the State, and shall furnish means for thelr sup-
port by texation of property; and it shall be the
duty of the Legisleture to set apart not less than

B1vid.
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cne-tenth of the annual revenue of the State, de-
rivable from taxetion as a perpetual fund; which
fund shall be appropriated to the support of the
free publiec schools, and no law shall ever be made,
diverting said funds to any other use, and until
such time as the legislature shall provide for
the establlishment of such schools in the several
districts of the State, the funds thus created
shall remain as a charge against the State, p%ssed
to the credit of the free common school fund.

It will be noticed that the new constitution stated
that "free'" schools should be established. This term had
not been used in former constitutions. Also, the new law
not only msde provislons for the establishment of publiec
schools, but it also took the other necessary step and pro-
vided that a tax should be voted to maintain them. Ac-
gordingly, in 1848, the Legislature carried out the inten-
tions of the Constitution and passed a law setting aside
one tenth of the annual revenue for the benefit of the
schools. However, from this time (1845) to 1854 ~- the
same period in which Cooke County wes beginning to be set-
tled -~ not much progress was made over the state generally

In respect to state-supported education.

Sehools in Rural Cooke County
When the first settlers came to Cooke County in 1846,
they were pioneers in the real zense of the word, Thias

territory was then a part of Pannin County, and although it

QEby, Education in Texas: BSource Materials, pp. 2i2-

213,
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had been explored gquite extensively and temporary trading
posts had veen established from time to time, no settlers
had come to stay. There were no towns in the county and
consequently no schools or churches., When Jim Martin and
Martin Neely settled on Spring Creek in 1846,‘they moved
their femilies into a veritable wilderness. As contrasted
with the siltuatlon today (1944), the problem of educating
the children was quite a formideble one. Today, when a
family moves into s new community, one of the firat qués~
tions esked is, "Where is the school house?" It is taken
for granted that there 1s a school house and thet the edu-
cation of the children has been provided for. In the be-~
ginning, there were only two possible ways for the chil-
dren of the Martin snd Neely families to obtain any sort
of education. Elther some menber of the family, usually
the mother, had to teach them; or through the efforts of
the parents, a community school had to be set up in con-
junction with the nelghbors.

It is very diffieult to know just "where" and "when"
the first school was established in Cooke County. Seheools
were set up when the need arose -- usually in a pfivate
home, We probably do not have a record of some of these
schools., However, from all availaeble information, it ap-

pears that the first school in the county was one taught
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by Miss Jans Shannon about i847.10 The school was located
in the Mt. Springs community in southeast Cooke County.ll
One of the pupils was W. R. S8trong, who, according to his
own account, came to the county in 1846.12 He was twelve
years of age at the time.

About two years later the Wheelock school was estab-
1ished four miles scutheast of Gainesville.l® Some of the
students were the Bean, Fletcher, and Boutwell c¢hildren who
hgd to walk from Gaipnesville. Mrs. D. L. Painter writes:
"Refore sending tﬁe children to school the men would scout
the hills and prairie in search of Indians, n14

East of Galnesville, but somewhat later, the Fineh
gchool was established. One account states that "it was
build of logs, rather dark, since light only came through
the cracks where the clay filling had been removed. Judge
B, F. Mitchell, J. R. and Tom Lynch were among the begln-
ning class, "18 This account cdeclares thet the Fineh school
was the first school in the aounty; but anslyses of the set-

tlements end other schools do not seem to bear this out.

1?;3 Gainesville Towne, p. 26,

1ljones, op. ¢it., p. 10,
lQStrong, op. ¢it,
l?gg Galnesvlille Towne, p. 32. .

141p34., p. 32.
151p14., p. 9.
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The following word picture is given of an early rural
school at Leo, In southwestern Cooke County:

Nelighbors in that early day (1871) were few and
far between, but the few families iIn that community
(Leo) realized the importance of a sehool. There
was no school house near and they were not able to
build one. A kind-hearted and well-to-do neighbor
volunteered the use of his chicken house, a small
house built of logs. There was no floor in the
bullding; seats of the split-log type were in-
stalled, and Captain Frank Todd, still remembered
by some of the clder people of that community,
teught thet school, 16

It might seem strange that sueh a typieslly pioneer
school was founded es late s 1871, But it must be remen-
bered that when a new community such as Leo was founded,
the pioneers had almost the szme obstacles to overcome as
hed their predecessors in the older communities. It is
also likely that the conditions deseribed in the Ieo
school were typlcal of other plonser schools of Cooke

County.

Early Schools in Gainesville
It 1s fairly certain that the first school in the
community that later became Gainesville was taught by
David MeCall.l” His pupils were the Bean, Carpenter, and
Fletcher children who had earlier gone to the Wheelock
school south of town. The school must heve opened about

1852.

1630nes, op. eit., p. 4.
1?%3 Gainesville Towne, p. 26.
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Of Mrs. Kete Bird Kennerly, daughter of J. Y. Bird,
it is said that "the first school she attended was in a
log csbin. It had only one room and wasn't a graded school,"18
Miss Mattie Bounds, who taught in the Gainesville schools
about ten yesrs later, gives the following very interesting
account of her experience:

I made my debut in Geinesville, April 25, 1863,
and applied to the exemining board snd trustees for
the school in Galnesville. After a rigid examina-
tion (this was an oral test in reading, writing,
arithmetic, spelling, etc.) they turned over to me
a first elass certificate, and I was appointed
teacher with congratulations on my profieiency.

The Board consisted of Judge Piper, Col.
Gooding and Major Hill. = Judge Piper, with the deep-
est comniseration in his eyes, sald, "Little daugh-
ter, you are entirely competent to teach, but if I
were you I would not undertake as rough s achool as
this; no man has ever been able to keep order in it:
moreover, the rowdy boys have broken up schools with
strong men at their head." The host at my hotel was
an experienced teacher, having taught a term of the
Gainesville school prior to my arrival, said that it
was unmanagesble., No man had ever been able to keep
order in it. He said that both large and small boys
would fight before him in open school. He lectured
them; it did no good, He whipped them until he was
ashamed of himself, and that did no good. 8o in
order to pull the school through end not have it
broken up, he just let order be ignored; and when he
saw & fight ecoming up, he turned his back and pre- .
tended not to see it and just let them fight it out.
He also told me that if I refused to admit some of
the bed boys, they would break up the school inside
of a month, and he gave me thelr names,

The building in which I taught was locsted on
the lot where the Mosely Machine Shop now stands,
east of the city hall., It was a two-story freme
structure., The room downstairs was used for school
and church purposes, and the upper rooms were used
for ledge meetings. When the time came, we opened
school with a large attendence; smong them were the

181pid., p. 24.
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very boys whom I had been advised to refuse entrance,

We began our school work that day, and every
day, by reading a portion of the seripture and ex-
plaining 1t, following this by a lecture covering
all the grounds of etiquette, morality and character
building. We emphasized thet breaking a school law
or any other law was not indleative of bravery, but
the want of 1t; that if any fighting was done on the
playground or anywhere else under my jurisdiction, I
would do the principal part of it, I called their
attentlion to the fact that the secret of true at-
taimment lies here.

I sounded each scholar's gdvancement and abllity,
gave them lessons as long as they could learn, and in-
creased them as thelr minds expanded, I kept them too
busy to have time for anything outside of their les-
sons, However, a few months later, T gave them the
privilege of fighting asnd trading if they would do
it along the lines I prescribed -- fight ignorance and
trade their particuler habits for wisdom. I kept a
r0oll of honor to which all pupils were eligible who
were perfect In their lesgons and behavier, All whose
nemnes had been on this roll of honor for one month
received & badge of honer. I treated my scholars
like kings and queens, anéd they in turn gave me all
the deference and honor they could have bestowed on a
princess. We never saw in college or unlversity bet-
ter order, or students advenee so rapidly ss a large
part of the school did,

Concerning another esrly school in Galnesville, we
also find an account that states, "The first school house
was a log house bullt where the Clayton Dry Goods Store now
stands, "0
It is of little import as to whieh of these schools
was the first in the county, but it is certain that they
did exist, snd the good that they did is unquestioned. Tt

1s also clear that there were many parts of the county

19%attie B. Blanton, "Gainesville Schools in the Six-
ties" (unpublished), Historical Files, Cooke County Library.

2023 Gainesville Towne, p. 12.
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without sny sort of schools whatever. Mrs. Gunter, the
daughter of a wealthy landowner, moved to the county with
her parents in 1859. The fesmily later located in the
Sivell's Bend community. From a 1ife story written by
Mrs. Gunter, we learn that she never attended a school a
dey in her life.

When a sbudy is made of the early schools of Cooke
County, the reader often encounters the name of Williem
Hudson. The contribution of this man %o the progresa of
education in the county wes considerable., Hudson ceame to
the county in 1854. He soon copened a land office in part-
nership with J. M. Lindsey. Hudson had geained his educa-
tion the hard way, having studled at home without the bene-~
£it of a teacher. He realized the need of a school in the
new community of Galnesville, and was the principal fac-
tor in getting the enterprise started. He was s menber of
the first school board and helped organize the first publie
school. Hudson made many trips, at his own expense, to

other states to study thelr educstional systems,.




CHAPTER 1ITI
PUBLIC SCHOOLS FROM 1854 TO 1870

Farther Settlement in the County

It will be remembered that in 1854,the bveginning of
this period, Cooke County still consisted of all of thet
territory now comprising Jack, Cley, and Cooke Counties.
It was not until 1857 thet the county was reduced to its
present area. As Texas had come into the Union in 1846, it
first appeared in the United States Federal Census in 1850,
This census showed the population of Cooke County to be
only. 220 people. By 1860, the population had increased to
3,7603 and by 1870, the end of the period, 1t was glven as
-5,315.l During this same period, the population of the
state had increased enormously. From 1850 to 1860 the
population of Texas increased from 212,592 to 604,216, a
galn of 184,2 per cent.

In spite of the increase in the county's populatlion,
it eould hardly be said that the communities were "thriv-

ing." The figures show that by 1870 there were only sbout

lgourteenth Census of the United States, "State Com-
pendiuil Tor Tex8s," D. oS17.
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four people to the square mile in the county. This com-
pares with approximately twenty-five people to the square
mile in 1944. The county seat of Gainesville was still
chiefly 8 trading post, and its population hed not in-
creased to any great extent. One account says that "in
1868 the town's {(Gainesville's) populstion had incressed
to nesrly one hundred p90ple.“2

The records show that meny settlers were still enter-
ing the county to take up claims in the Peters Colony.
Many claims were proved and meny certificates were issued,
according to the Commissioners' Court records of the county.
Many of these settlers necessarily had to teke thelr claims
in perts of the county where few pecple lived; and 1t is
probable that, by 1870, people were thlnly scattered
throughout the county. But 1t wes not until a few years
later that the names of new communities began to appesr.

It was still principally a "one-town" ¢ounty.

In 1859 the neme of Sivell's Bend appears. 1In the
fall of that yesr Dr. Samuel Seth Ligon came to the county.
He bought four hundred acres of land on Wolf Ridge. WNot
1liking the location because it was on the pralirie, he sold
out and bought land in Sivellts Bend adjoining his brother-
in~-law, Dr. Page Long. He then returned to Missourl to

bring his wife and children to Texas. Mrs. A. Y. CGunter,

2Ye Gainesville Towne, p. 25.
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daughter of Dr. Ligon, tells of this journey:
We had seven wagons, two carriages, and a buggy
in our tralm. . . . We had four mules to each wagon,
horses to the carriages and buggy, saddle horses for

all of the men, and two or three hundred hesd of
sheep., . . .

When we reached Slvell's Pend we stopped for
several days at Dr. Long's house. The next day, as
soon as the wagons were unloaded, they were started
at once to tha pin% mills near Jefferson for lumber
to build our home,

The Indisn Mensace

These settlers in the isolated communities, sometimes
meny miles from the nesrest neighbor, were in constant
danger from the Indisns. Mrs., Gunter tells of sn Indian
raid on the Sivell's Bend community in 1868. Horses were
stolen from everybody; and W, P, Midkiff, another early and
substantial c¢itlzen of that part of the county, lost sev-
ersl heed of horses. When the horses were stolen, the men
organized a posse and trailed the Indisns across Red River
Into the reservation. But they were advised at Fort 35ill
- to report their losses to the Federal Goverrnment; and some
twenty years later, after endless litigation in the courts,
Midkiff finally received $4,000 for his sixty horses,

The danger from the Indisns had steadlly increased
for e nuamber of years., The settlers had to contend with

this problem from the beginning, but several factors had

drs. A. Y. Gunter, "Recollections of an Esrly Set-
tler" (unpublished), in Historical Files, Cooke County Li-
brary.
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greatly Intensified the danger. At first, the savage
had simply moved on and kept out of the way of the white
man., Bubt the time came when the land was all taken. To
alleviate the situation, the Federal Govermment set mside
large tracts of land called "Indisn reservations." One
of these was located just scross the river from Cooke Coun-
ty. Thms the county's location made it easily susceptible
to the lawless depredations of the Indlans. Then when the
Civil War came on and during the period of reccnstruction
that followed, when there was an almost complete breakdown
of c¢ivil authority and control, the Indians scourged the
country at will, An accoﬁnt of the experlences of Theodore
von Schausiell will help to pileture the Indisn menace and
also the genersal conditions of the county at that time:

A well was dug, although the creek (Camp Creel)
with nice clear water running through my land, weas
just two hundred yards from the cabin. Game was in
sbundsnce: deer ceme close to the house, turkeys
rcosted at the creek, wild cattle came often in
sight, and hogs -- which grew wild and were not
marked -- furnished us with plenty of meat., Part-
ridges, quail, rabbits and squirrel were in abundance.
We had been residing st the cebin only & couple of
weeks when I killed a big black bear only two miles
from the house., . . .

We had plenty of meat, yet we could not easily
get coffee, sugar, fruit or meal, Flour was rarely
heard of in that community. We made Imitamtion cof-
fee by roasting acorns. Ammunition was also very
gearce as our nearest rallroad station then wes Jef-
ferson, sbout 400 miles away. The teams from Jef-
ferson were ox-teams and often got stuck in the mud.
Sometimes it would take weeks to meke & round trip
to Jefferson.
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When the moon shone bright at nights, every set-
tler was on the alert for Indisns. They generally
sneaked into the settlement, stole horses, and killed
the settlers and their families, after whi h they
would burn thehomes.

Captain Wallace and Joe Cross, living in Sad-
dler's Bend, were owners of & large ranch and fam,
They put up & fort to whiech the women and chlldren
were teken when sn aslarm was given. One night the
entire neighborhood was ordered to that fort, Hoc-
casin tracks had been seen on the sandy banks of Red
River. While we were all inside the fort, a great
many houses and fences were burned down by the In-
dians. However, the red devils sccidently missed
our home, I told Mr. Fembroke that never again
would 1 leave my home unprotected, and asked him %o
help fortify it. We cut logs eight feet long end
split each in half to a point on top, and then made
g diteh all around the building. We hauled the logs
to the ditch where we set them on end, close to-
gether, packing one end firmly in the ground. We
left a place for a heavy gate, which we fastensed with
a heavy iron chaein. In this fort we all found room
-~ the Pembroke family and my own. We were sure that
with our Winchesters snd other shooting implements
we could easily keep 100 Indlans away. For portholes
we made several small openings in the picket fence,
intending to shoot through them should the occasion
arise. I rode all over the nelghborhood trying to
buy a watch-dog, to weke us up in case of an Indlign
raid. T finally found a l1ittle dog and carried it
home. . . .

One bright moonlit night Mr. Cross, who lived
with Captain Wallace, rode by our house and called,
"Oon the alert, the Indiens are in!" I had hardly
dressed when Mr. Pembroke and family ceme over, lead-
ing their horses, After his family and horses were
in our fort, he helped me to get up my horses, whilch
were stelted on the grass in the valley near Cemp
treek. Then we fastened and locked the gate with the
log chsin. I hed a good needle gun, my father had a
Winchester, and Mr. Pembroke s heavy rifle; and be-
sides we had our plstols and some other muzzle-loading
guns with plenty of cartridges and ammunition. Each
of us had his post on & certain side of the enclosure.
e saddled four of our horses for use in case of de-
mand., We finally became lonesome at our posts amd,
depending upon our dogs, we took a seat under a large
tree right in front of the house where we ftalked and
smoked. The moon shone brightly and everything was
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still execept our little fawn (deer) which jumped and
played with the dogs. 1t was about one o'cloek, and
I had fallen asleep, when the dogs began to bark and
howl, facing the creek., We jumped up and looked in
that direction. We saw a crowd of Indians stopping
close to the creek, there being about fifty In the
bunch. They looked at our plece for about half an
hour but suddenly stole away down the creek. 1In a
moment I was on my horse wlth gun, bowle knife and
pistol: the Pembrokes and my father were follewing.
We rode and watched carefully until daylight., We
were riding slong the Indian trail when suddeniy we
heard a most terrible cry for help. It seemed to come
from across the creek. We had to go a considerabls
distance to get across. PFinally we arrived at the
heuse of Mr. Cusher from which the ocutery came, We
found Mr., Cusher absent, the house set on fire at
one corner (which we put out in a few seconds),
three chlldren dead im front of the house. The woman,
however, gave us & s8lght which can never be forgotten,
She lay on the dirt floor scalped alive, the blood
streaming down her face. Her screams were heart-
rendering. She begged us to kill her to stop the
pain, While I rode home o get my father's medicine
bag, Mr. Pembroke examined the wound and found that
the skull was fractured and that she could only live
a short time. The three children had been pierced
through and through with javelins, A fourth child
appeared on the traill towards the spring, where it had
gotten water., It had hidden and hed escaped a hor-
rible death. The poor little boy was crying and was
trembling all over. Mr. Cross hed srrived to summon
us to the fort where all of the neighbors were meet-
ing to follow the Indians. He took the boy up behind
him on his horse to take him to the fort. My father
was left at the Cusher home with the dying woman,
while Mr. Pembroke and myself rode home In a hurry
to equip ourselves with plenty of ammunition, dried
venison, blankets, ete, We soon arrived at the Wal-
lace and Cross fort and walted for the arrival of
other neighbors., Dr. Wilburn and sons were in the
crowd, After having detailed two men to see to the
burying of the dead waman and children, Ben Arncld
wes elected scout and he soon found the Indian trail.
It was after dinner before twenty-two men started,
headed by the scout, with Dr. Wilburn as csaptaln and
Mr. Cross as lieutenant. We struck the trall when
we entered the prairie towards the head of Elm Creek
(wherethe 1little town of Saint Jo is now located).
According to the size of the trall, 1t looked es
though there were 150 Indians, but by close observa-
tion we saw that a great many of the horses were
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shod. We knew that such horses were stolen and were
riderless.
We cesmped that night in a ravine. Next day we

passed Red River Station. Late in the evening we

saw some smoke far ghead of us, and by field-glass
observation we saw qulte a number of horses at a patch
of timber. We rode to the next ravine, keeping under
cover as much as possible. We concesled our horses
and camped for the night. Next morning we girted wup
our saddles well, examined our shooting irons, saw
thet our larists were well-arranged on our saddles,
and sallied forth upon the pralirie. We expected
the Indians to betake themselves to their heels; how-
ever, we were mistaken. They gathered up their loose
horses -- gbout 130 hesd -~ and drove them quite a
distance to one side., Then, giving terrible yells,
msking their ususl fighting maneuvers, and with their
shields upon their horses, they appeared like a swarm
of mosquitoes playing in the air, There were only
23 Indians; and when we were a little over a quarter
of & mile from them, the commend was given to "charge."
When we charged down on the redskins, they finally
scattered., T met wl th them flrst. Not that I was so
brave, but I could not hold the mare that I was on.
She was the best animal in the crowd and became ter-
ribly excited and wanted %t¢ rsce. So I rode in
through & row of Indlans like a whiriwind, without
having a chence for using any of my guns. The rest
of our men had partly detoured tc one side. T was
nesrly a mile sway from the Indians before 1 suc~
ceeded in turning my horse. We charged the Indliens

again. When I learned that I could not menage both
my horse and guns, I junped off the horse to take
good aim. Mr. Blair was near me, and he was going to
get off his horse also; but just as I had taken aim
at an Indien and was going to bleze away, Mr. Blalr
yelled, "Look out!" I turned gbout the gazed into
the muzzle of an old pistol almed at me by an Indian
only a few paces away. ALt the time the Indian shot,
he fell from his horse as dead as a log -« killed by
Mr. Blair. Shooting wes going on &ll about me., I
also shot but my ball went towards the moon., There
was so much dust and smoke for awhlle that T could
scarcely see snything. Finally, I felt 2 pasin In my
side and became deathly sick. It was with considera-
ble difficulty that I got onto my horse. There were
four "good" (dead} Indians on the ground around me.
Upon them were heaped curses by some of our wounded
men, while the others of our parbty were off in s
cloud of dust following the escaping Indians. The
loose horses, by this time, were all scattered over
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the prairie, and the partly wounded men were rounding
them up. I, however, waa 20 sick that I pald no at-
tention to anything, but left the battlefleld sand

rode in a southwesterly direction in order to reach
Mountain Creek the next day., I felt blooed in my boot
and my side was awfully sore and stiff., T was also
very weak as I had not eaten that day. T felt in my
saddle-bags but they were empty. It began to raln,
followed by an electrical and thunder storm that was
grend, It was nearly night when I arrived at Mountaln
Creek. I did not venture to cross the creek as it had
risen t0 a dangerous height. I rolled the saddle
blenket around me, and even put the saddle over me,
and tried to sleep in the thick underbrush of the
creek bottom, I was deathly siek, chills and fever
took time gbout on me, end my head felt like 1t was

- burasting. Yet I must have slept well, for when T
awoke 1t was daylight.

It took me a long time %o prepare for the start,
but finglly I was on my way agaln. My horse swsm the
creek bpetber than I had expected. About noon of that
day I srrived at the crossing on Camp Creek, and from
there T was only 500 yards from home. The erossing,
however, was cut into the banks pretty deeply; the
creek was high and the water was swift. I had no
other way but to try and eross, so I made my horse
plunge in. The current carried her down stream.

T grabbed hold of an overhenging tree, while my
horse flosted from under me and out of sight. I
gradually pulled myself up out of the water and
climbed up until I was ssafe on shore. I staggered
to the rosd where I suddenly became very dizzy and
fell down into the mud., My father, towards evening,
when he went out to look after the stgked horses,
happened to pass and found me. He pulled me out of
the slush, calling at the top of his volee for mother
and sister. All of them carried me to the housse
where T lay like dead for some time. It was two
months before I recovered consclousness.

After I was restored to health and could walk
a little, my father became 11l with asthma. It de-
veloped into a congestive chill from whileh he died.
My family end myself were, of course, alone with him.
When he died, we were in a very sad condition., I
rode to Ceptalin Wallace's ranch, and not having any
boards out of which to make a coffin, he took from
his kitchen the long dining table. OCut of its
greasy boarda was made a square box which hed to do
service as a coffin. Several of the nelghbors helped
to dig & grave at & amall eclearing in the timber; and
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I, myself, had to carry the coffin with the body on
my son's wagon to the place of burial. Over my fa-
ther's grave we put some fence rails in order to
keep the cattle and horses from overrunning it.

A costly momument was built in Furope in remembrance
of his efficiency -~ quite a contrast to his burial
ground,

T felt sad and my mother and sisters were quite
disheartened. I really was sick of 1ife, sc I worked
hard in order not to think of our misfortunes., 1
eut timber, piled and burned brush, and grubbed, I
borrowed from Captain Wallece & yoke of oxen. I
hooked them to a plow and broke new land. Now and
then T worked for Cesptain Wallace to earn provisions
such as corn, pork, molasses, etc. He showed himself
very liberal with us indeed. Toward fall, I had \
plowed sbout five acres, I mede a wooden harrow and
sowed the land to wheat, which I had received from
Shermen. I begen to make rails for a fence around
the patch of wheat, Where the ralls didn't reach 1
made o brush fence, but when the wheat came up droves
of deer trampled it deep into the ground. I had an
0ld cow-bell, and with 1t and a dog, I finally drove
them off. But it wes to no aveil as it was already
ruined. I possessed patience, however, and soon made
s good living for myself and family,4

The 1ittle community of Gainesville was somewhat more
seoure, although the danger from Indians was present even
in town. The Fletcher Hotel, the only one in Gainesville,
was strong and substantisl end was used on occasion as a

fort.

Soclial Betterment ’
All of the energies of the people were not devoted en-
tirely to "meking a 1living." The people were able to turn
some of their thoughts to other things. The foundations of

s permenent and cultural soclety bégan to be laid, In

4Jones, op. cit., pp. 44-48.
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1856 Gainesville secured a post office, the only one in
the county. It was put in the home of Mrs. Kate Carpenter,
on the corner of Pecan and Dixon Streets.® The first post-
mgster was Nathaniel Reed.

As further proof that Galnesville, though small, was
taking some steps to better 1ts condition soclally and
gpiritually, we find that the Masons got together and held
thelr first meeting April 24, 1854.% Mot long before this
the Masons, the congregation of the Methodist Eplscopal
Chureh, along with the c¢itizens interested in erecting a
school building, petitioned the County Commissioners!
court for land on which to builld g building. In this re-
gard, the following interesting item appears in the minutes
of the court for the February, 1854, term:

Ordered by the court that a donation be made of
four lots in Bloek No. 20, lots nos. 1, 2, 3, znd 8
tc be donated to the Methodist Episcopsl Church
South, the ¥asonic Fraternity, and a Public School
jointly, to have and to hold ssid lots under the
gontrol and dire.tion of the trustees appointed or
to be appointed by the sald Methodist Eplscopal
Church South, the Masonic Fraternity, and the School
Commissioners of the County of Cooke, for the pur-
pose o$ divine worship, a Masonic Hsll, and a school
house.

The buillding was subsequently erected at the eorner
of Red River and Main Streets, This was evidently the

seme building that Miss Bounds referred to in her story

°Ye Gainesville Towne, p. 25. 61bid., p. 27.

TMinutes of the Commissioners' Court, Cooke County,
I, 82.
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of early teaching in the county. The building-was used for
preaching on Sundsys, for school purposes during the week,
gnd by the Masons at nlght. It was the most pretentious
structure in towm end was used as a community hall. Tt is
mentioned in slmost ell of the accounts of Gainesville dur -
ing this period. Mrs. Mery Hamilton ceame with her father |
to the county in 1857 and attended school under Miss Bounds
in this building. She states that "Mr. Smith, a lawyer,
then came Lo Galnesville and taught upsteirs in the Masonic
He11."® Mrs. Hamllton's father buillt the first grain mill
on Wheeler Creek, east of towm. The creek was nemed after
her grandfether, It seems that all church denominations
were welecome to use the Masonic Building for thdr services,
but the Cumberland Presbyterians chose to do otherwise. A
few years after the hall was built, this congregation erected
the first church buillding in Galnesville on the corner of
Dodson and Chureh Streets.

In sddition to enjoying a school, Masonic Iodge, snd
post office, the little frontier town was soon to hoast a
new county courthouse, The Commissioners' gourt suthor-
ized sweh s building in the August term of couft, 1886,
The following excerpt from the yellowing pages of that

record, written nearly one hundred years ago, will serve

8;3 Gainesville Towns, p. 16.




52
to keep the events we describe in their true perspective.
Ordered by the County Court that James M. Peery be
authorized te build a good and substantisl court-
house 15 feet wide by 18 feet long. One door, three
clap windows with sash, shingle roof, good plank
floor, and weather boarding, to be finished in work-
manship order, Af finished as described and the
Court receive the said house, he is to be pald out
of the country treasury the sum of two hundred and
fifteen dollars snd seventy-five cents.
8o Cooke Qounty's second courthouse was built. 1I¢ was
not a pretentious affair, but the building it replaced had

cost only twenty-four dollars.

The School laws of 1854 and 1886

In the early fiftles the people of Texas began to be
more insistent in their demands for a real publie school
system. There were essentially four distinet blocks of
public opinion that sponsored the movement that culminsted
in the School Law of 1854,10 Firat, there.were pecple who
hed been educating their children in Northern schools,
ardi they began to see that they were being indoctrinated
with anti-slavery teachings. Second, the private-school
people felt that all of the money being spent in the Norih
should be kept at home in Texas and posslbly allotted to
the private sohools for the services they were rendering.

Third, it was recognized by all thet the early efforts

%inutes of the Commissioners? Couvrt, Cooke County,
I, 1486. :

10mpy, Development of Education in Texas, p. 112,
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toward founding a workable school system had been fallures.
The fourth end lest reason, which strangely enough hsd nothing
to do directly with education, was probably the most power-
ful factor vehind the movement. It was proposed to set
apart a large proportion of the Unlted States Indemnity
Bonds from the Boundary Award as s permanent school fund. 11
It was further proposed that this fund be loaned to the
railroad ecompanies to induce them to extend their lines into
Texes. This would satisfy a great economic and industrial
need of the state at that time.

The real friends of education felt that at last a
true system of public instruction wes to be initiated. On
the other hand, the ldea appealed to those who favored the
construction of the reilroads., In the governor's race of
1853, snd glsc in the varlous races for the state Legisla-
ture,the question of educstion was of primery impertance.
E. M. Pesase was eleetéd governor and & msjority of the
members of the Legislature won their seats on this plat-
form. The school law was prouwptly passed and the first
public system of education was established.

The School Law of 1854 contained four provisions. The
first section of the law set aside $2,000,000 in a perma-
nent school fund. The fund was to be invested and the in-

come distributed on a per cspits basis., It was cslled "the

11y, w. Newton snd H. P. Gambrell, A Socisl end Polit-
lcal History of Texas, pp. 247-248.
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special school fund."

The second section provided for the immediate organi-
zation of schools. The state treasurer wss made ex-offlelio
superintendent of the common schools. The county judge sand
commisgioners were constituted a county school board.

They were to divide each county into convenient school dis~-
tricts and appoint district trustees. The trustees were to
provide a bullding, appoint a teacher, snd genersal 1y look
after the affairs of the school in each district. At the
close of the term, the per capita money was to be paid to
the teacher, and the patrons were to supply any money that
was lacking.

Third, the law provided for the state to pay the tuil-
tion of indigent echildren. If the parents of any children
were not able to pay their share of the teacher's salary,
the district trustees furnished a list of these children ﬁo
the county judge. This officer, in turn, notified the stafe
treasurer, who paid the amounts out of the ome-tenth of
the anruel revenue of the state set aside for V"free school"
purposes.
| The lest seetion of the law was a triumph for the
private-school people. It allowed the trustees to convert
s private school, which may have been a church school, into
a common school for their district.

As to the sctual operation of the law, we find the
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following opinion given by Dr. Frederick Eby:

So far as the orgenization of a system of com-~
mon schools was concerned, little was actuelly se-
complished., The civil officers upon whom the re-
sponsibility rested gave slight attention to the
matter, and the people generally desired ss little
machinery and orgenization as possible. The ex-
officio superintendent constantly ccmplained of the
chronie remissness of the county officials in failing
to file reports of the schools. Out of 100 counties
in 1854 gnd 1855, only 89 reported the first year
and 74 the second. In 1856 there were 112 counties
and only 22 reported; in 1861 only 12 out of 124 coun-
ties reported. Throughout the entire state and with
but few exceptions the people resorted to the use
of private schools which under the law could be desig-
nated "common schools." Only in two or tlree coun-
ties, mainly of Germsn populatlion, were districts
formed, and an effort made to construct school
houses.1?

AsS g result of the failure to lay off permanent dis-
tricts, a new law was passed in 1856 doing away with this
method or plan of organization. This law permltted any
group of citizens to set up a distriect, organize a school,
and employ a teacher. This plan of operation was the ex-
treme of educational individvalism. No state system of
public schools was possible under the plan. The law of
1856 provided thet a general school fund be accumulated by
setting aside one tenth of the annusl revenues as provided
for in the Comstitution, and by consolidating with it the
revenue derived from the interest on the permanent fund.
The snnusl interest from this fund was to be distributed

to the eountles on s per capita basis. The first monles

leEby, Development of Education in Texas, pp. 120-121.
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were to be used in paying the tuition of indigent chll-
dren; the balance was to be distributed emong the paying
patrons of the school.

In operation, the system was far from satlsfactory.
People did not like for their children to be called "in-
digent." Patrons had to pay the teacher and besr the other
expenses untll the énﬂ of the schocl year when the per
cepita money could be secured. The lack of permsnent dis-
tricts and permenent school houses was detrimental, As a
result of these circumstences, there was much indifference
and confusion.

In searching the records for some indication of how
the law of 1854, and the subsequent laws, affected Cooke
County, we find some very interesting facts. As a result
of that section of the law requiring that the countles be
laid off into conveniént districts, the Cooke County of-
ficials were not long in carrying out the law's intent.

At a regular meeting of the Commissioners! Court in the
May term, 1854,the county was divided into ten school dlis.
tricts and the boundarieé designeted. The following para-
graph from the minutes of this court is a fair sample of
the brevity and indefiniteness of the boundarles of such
districts:

School Dilstriet No. 1 -~ Commencing at the southeast
corner of the county, running west to the Zilaboy




o7

(Creek), thence up the Zilaboy to the east line of
Cocke County to form the first dlstrict.ld

Although Cooke County was probably among the first to
carry out the provisions of the districting law, the rec-
ords show no evidence that anything further was done to
make the system workable. There were apparently no
trustees appointed to administer the schoel affairs in the
districts; and up till 1856, when the law was repealed,
no further mention is made of such districts. It is no
wonder that little good came of the move, for districts of
such size would be difficult to administer even today
(1944), when there are transportation facillties that ﬁere
unthought of in those days.

When the four leagues of land were granted to each
county, Cooke County did take steps to secure her share,
In August, 1855, Daniel Montague, county surveyor, weas al-
lowed four hundred dollsrs for "locating, surveying, and
procuring patent for four leagues of land for Cooke County
school lands." 4 A more detailed account of the location
and disposition of this land will be treated in a later
chapter.,

The first provision of the law of 1854 set aslde the
"special school fund" to be distributed on a per capilta

basis. Cooke (ounty must have participated in this fund

13 1mutes of the Commissioners' Court, Cooke County,
I, 86.
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during the first year that the law was In operation. The
records show that the state treasurer was called upon to
pay the county treasurer, Jacob Dye, the sum of $240.52
out of the speeial school fund for the year éﬁding in
September, 1854; for the next year the county recelived, or
asked for, the sum of $950.50, In those days, the problem
of getting the aetual "cash in hand" was something to be
considered, We find the county court psssing an order pro-
viding that "J. E. Hughes be and is hereby allowed three
per cent for securing the school money from Austin aend de-
livering the seme to Jagob Dye, County Treasurer of Cooke
County, and 1s hereby suthorized to retaln the same out
of the money when delivered."ld

The per capita money was appropristed in Cooke County
in much the same menner as in the rest of the state. Ab
first, all that was required through the plan was that a
list of children taught be presented by a teacher who had
condueted & school. The chief justlce of ﬁhe county would
then pay the teacher s certain smount per pupil out of the
state monies. A few years later, teaschers were pald on
their "indigent lists" as witnessed by an order in the (om-
missioners' Court minutes for 1860, whiech provided that
"the chief Justice draw on the County Treasurer of Cooke
County in favor of George Kinkade $53.65 in full, for his

151p1d., p. 144.
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indigent l1list on school report as evidence In court this
day.nlﬁ
Finally, in 1860, it was made the duty of the court
to requlire the testimony of two respectable "paying eiti-
zens" to & school list, Also "paying' patrons were to be
reimbursed only after "indigent lista" were honored, as
this excerpt will evidence:
Ordered by the court, upon examining the school
reports and paying of all the indigent lists of -
school reports, they find due the paylng patrons
of the several schools one znd one-hslf cents per day;lv
Although the records of the court show a large number
of such transactions during this period, it 1s certain that
many patrons did not teke the trouble to secure their money.
The smount of money was small, many people did not like
to swear that they were indigent, and most of the expense
incurred in operating a school had tc be borne by the peo-
ple anyway. However Inadequate these provislons for a

public educantionsl system might be, they were to deterior-
ate still further in the Civil War period that followed.

The Schools and the Civil War
All grest wars affect humen progress, ard eny student

of history knows that the Civil War between the states was

Y1pid., p. 64.

171pid., p. 88.




60
certainly no exception. The conflict was biltter in the ex-
treuwe; and when the South lost the war, a complete change
was experienced in its whole ecoﬁomic and soclel order.
Some of the éffects were Immediate; others did not material-
ize for a number of years, but were usually more far-
reaching.

The immediate effect of the Civil War was to leave
Texas prostrate economically. The greatest industry, agri-
culture, was completely revolutionized by the freeing of
the slaves. The years of the confliet were hard onea for
the people ¢f Cooke County. It required all of their en-
ergles to provide the bare necessities of life. In order
to sllevigte the sufferings of some of the most unfortunate,
it appears that the county government tried to render some
assistance, The following orders asppear in the minutes of
the Commisslioners! Court for November 16, 1863:

Ordered by the court that I. Browning's sc-
count for Eliza Mortan, dependent, be received and
pald by the ¢lerk for Dye Precinet. . . .

Ordered by the court that the clerk pay R. 8,
Salta $40 for the hire of (a) house for Mrs, MeCall
for eight months at $5 per month, 18

To give some idea of how the socigl order and human
relationships were strained end often torn asunder in the
county during these dark years, it might be well to relate
briefly an event the old-timers refer to as the "great

184inutes of the Commissioners' Court, Cooke County,
I, 92.
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hanging." Dr, Thomas Barrett, one of the jurors of the
court that tried the men, states that "brother was against
brother, and father was agealnst gon."1® 1t seems that in
the eastern part of Cooke County, in the "eross timbers,"
were many Union sympsthizers, The war between the states
had been golng on about a year, when the Y“consoript law"
was passed. This law was very offensive to many, and par-
ticularly te those who sympathized with the North. This
was the spark that started the conflagration, and after
gwhile an organization was formed called the Union lLeague.
Its plans, as finally brought out 1in the trlal, were to
seize the stores of ammunition at Geinesville and Shermen,
to take control of the county govermment, and to seize all
property and dispense with all Southern sympathizers. The
League maintained contact at all times with the Kansas
"Jayhawkers." The plan was discovered and the nsmes of a
large number of the members were determined. Then, after
much planning, and with the help of a militlis recrulted
from all over the county, the trap was sprung. About 130
Union Leaguers were arrested.

A court was set up and a jury of twelve men was se-
lected. Dr. BRarrett, arriving in town to sit on this jury,

describes the scene that met his eyes:

19pp, Thomas Barrett, "The Great Hanging" (unpub-
lished), in Historical Files, Cooke County Library.
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When I arrived in town,.there were crowds in
sight in every direction, armed, pressing forward,
with the priscners under gusrd, The despest and most
intense excitement § havgoevev seen prevalled. Rea-
son had left its throns.

The jury deliberated for aboﬁt two weeks, trying each
men in turn. The first seven men arraigned before the
court were pronounced guilty and hwng. Then a few of those
only slightly connected with the organization were pronocunced
innocent and released. But then a thing occurred that al-
most ruined the whole procedure.

A Mr. Dickson, a strong Southerner, was hunting deer
in the Red River bottoms one day, when he was ambushed and
killed by some of the Union leaguers. A rescue party sent
to aid him was likewise ambushed snd Colonel Young was mur-
dered. This occurrence brought the trial at the county sesat
to an end, since a large portion of the people had wanted
to take some more direct measures from the beginning. How-
ever, a compromise was finally reached, and thirty-filve
of the worst offenders were held and the rest released.
Then on a Saturday morning in October, 1862, the "great
hanging" vegan. By twos and threes the prisoners were
hauled by wagon down the meain street of Galnesville to =
point on the banks of Pecan Creek, and there they were all
hanged to the ssme tree. Different accounts all agree that

it was late afternoon before the gruesome job was finished.

201p1d., p. 5.
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S0 it happened that forty-two men were hanged in Cooke
County et the szme time, and it furnishes us a somber pic-
ture of the Civil War period in its history.

Educatlion has always been affected by economic changes,
and the war affected education 1n Texas in many ways. The
immediate effect was to leave 1t prostrate for a period of
almost twenty years., During the first year of the war a
very small smount of the special school fund -- sixty-two
gents per capita -- was distributed for the lest time. Any
semblance of a state system of education ceased to exlst;
however, 1t wes not missed as much as one would suppose,
since 1t had never been seriously accepted by the people
and the smount of money appropriated had not been large.

It will be remembered that the law of 1856 had pro-
vided thst the permanent school fund was to be loaned %o
the railroads. This had been graduslly accomplished, and
when the finsl loens were made in 1861 and 1862, the amount
invested totaled $1,753,517.21 Even before the great con-
flict, it appeared that the railroad companies might have
to default in their payments., With the coming of the war
their roadbeds declined, their income decreased, and they
were not able to meet thelr interest payments. In addi-
tion to this condition, in order to carry on Texas' part of

the war, the governor transferred $1,285,327 from the school

glEby, Development of Education in Texas, p. 150.
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fund to the military board. Add te this the inevitable
deprecistion in the values of currency in time of war, and
we had s situetion of which Eby says:

In this way, it happened that e school fund of
$2,592,533.14 in 1861 was reduced to practicelly
nothing by the end of the struggle between the
states. Purthermore, the liberal donation of the
leglslature in 1858 in setting aside all funds from
the sde of public lands for the schools was re-
pealed during the war. The total effects of the
war upon the endowments for public education were
extremely disastrous, requiring practically a new
beginning.22 '

As has been sald, this did not mean the complete ces-
sation of education in Gooke (ounty. Since there had never
been a true system of state education, the communities
atill relied upon themselves and held the existing schools
together as well as they could. Meny familles were broken
up by the war, and the mother and children had to provide
for themselves, Often the children had to stay out of
school to work in the fielda. Meny of the teachers, most
of whom were men, quit the classroom to join the Confeder-
ate Army. But 1t is likely that most of the established
schools continued to exist for a few months during each
year. It is certain that In Gainesville, various private
schools were carried on during these years.

When the war ended and the South had lost, a new con-

stitutlion was written for Texas in 1866. The provisions

221p1d., p. 151.
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for educatlon closely resambled those in the law of 1854,
The countlies were to be lald off into convenlent achool
districts; private schools were to beccme public schools;
and the control of the schools was to be handled In the same
democratic way. A state superintendent was authorized; and
in place of large tracts of land belng set aside for a per-
manent fund for the schools, the Leglslature was empowered
to levy a tsx for educational purposes,

The effect of these provisions upon the schools of
gooke County is hard to determine. We do find that at the
Jenuary term of the Commissioners' Court, in 18687, the
county commissioners did district the county. This appears
to be the second time that such action was taken in the
county; and in contrast to the seame action in 1854, twenty-
two districts were formed in 1867, J. M., Lindsay, a promi-
nent lawyer of Gainesville, wes appointed "agent to look
after the achool land of Cooke County and to have super-
vision of the same."2® But before any great amount of ac-
tion resulted from the law, the Federal Government nulli-
filed the Constitution and such plans were never put into
effect. Now begen that dark span in our hilstory known as
the Reconstruction Perlod; anl the affairs of the state,
both eéonomically and educationally, were plunged into a

deplorable conditlion of internal disorder and strife.

23finutes of the Commissioners! Court, Cooke County,
I, 164.




CHAPTER IV
COOKE COUNTY SCHOOLS, 1871-1883

The Settlement of New Communities

During that period of years ffom 1871 to 1883 Cooke
County was steadily growing in population. Gainesville was
taking on the appearasnce of a substantial town, and other
towns and villages began to take shape in other parts of
the county. Where there had been only scattered settle-
ments a few years earlier, now there were sufficient people
to form communities, D. H. Sapp, an early settler In Cocke
County, gives an excellent picture of the birth snd sub-
gsequent growth of one of these commnities -- Marysviile:

About September 1, 1867, my father, mother, two
sisters znd myself arrived at the place where the town
of Marysville now stands. We came from Shelby County,
Texas, and upon our arrival we found only one family
living in the lmmediate vieinlty, Mr. Richard Corn
and wife. . . .,

When we arrived, Wr. Corn was building a mill.
The fremework and rocof were complete, The bullding
was large, covering probably 3000 square feet of
floor space. It was an ox mill, the tread wheel
being 40 feet in diameter, and uppn this wheel from
6 to 10 oxen were used to furnlsh the motive power. . .

The mill wss completed in 1868, and people came
from Montague County, Clay County and the Indisn Ter-
ritory to get their wheat and corn ground., So far as
I know there was no other mill west of this place
until some years later.,

In the spring of 1868 Mr. R. A. Fitch, brother
of Mrs., Mary Corn, came here from Californila. Being
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unmerried, he made his home with the Corns. One Sun-
day evening in December, 1868, Mr. Fiteh and Mr. Corn
visited my father's house., During the conversation,
Mr. Fitch told my father that he was going to put in
a small stock of merchendise near the mill and start
s town. He proposed to name thetown Marysville, prin-
cipally in honor of his sister Mary, not forgetting
nowever, that his home-town in Callfornie was named
Marysville. So when my father moved to a place gouth
of here Mr. Fitch moved one of the cabins in where he
1ived near the mill and used it as a storehouse.

This was early in 1869. -

doon after this Stephens and Puryear put In an-
other store, and in 1871 Willlem Savage and Son, F. I
Sevage, built a steam saw mill end put in still an-
other store. ur. Saevage was a surveyor, snd Mr., Corn,
owner of the land, employed him to survey the town
and meke a plat of it. ‘This plat can now be seen ai
the office of the Howeth Company in Gainesville.

With esch residence lot sold, a business lot was
given in order to encourage the establishment of
business houses.

The postoffice was established in 1873 with John
Kelly as the first postmaster. Our wall came from
Gainesville on the Gainesville and Montague sgtar
route. This route served Marysville, Saint Jo, HMon-
tague and other places, the service being tri-weekly.

in 1873 Mr. Savage donated four acres of land to
the communiby tc be used as a cemetery. It has been
used for that purpose ever since and many old-tlmers
are buried there. Awong these is Colonel Daniel Mon-
tague, the men who surveyed Montague County and for
whom 1t was nsmed.

The Methodist Church and the Masons erected 2
two-story building in 1872. . . It was also used as
a achoolhouse from 1875 to 1885.1

The founding and growth of this community was repre-
sentative of what occurred in many other parts of the
county. It would be interesting to follow the histories
of these communities more closely, but time and space will

not permit, We shall notice only briefly the more pertinent

ip. . Sapp, "Barly History of Merysville, Texas" {un-
published), in Historical Records of Cooke County, Cooke
County Library, Gainesville.
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facts sbout the most important communities that were.es-
tablished during this period.

The town of Vslley View was established about 18722
Tt was laid out by Captain L. W. Iee. A postoffice was
established, and a blacksmith shop and several stores were
erected the first few years, In 1873, Charles S. Newton
end J. A, Julisn organized g Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, and that congregation met for a number of years in
a buillding also used for school purposes. Mrs. William
Johnson tsught the first school. 1In 1886, the Santa Fe
Railway was built through the town and its future was as-
gured.

In the esrly seventies, three men by the name of Ross
came from Grayson County and settled in westerm Cocke
county about twenty-five miles frem Gainesville.? They
built a mill, cotteon gin, and store, and operated the first
postoffice. They nemed the community Rosston.

Pulcher was organized as a village about 1875.4 1t
was located about twenty-five miles northeast of Gaines-
ville. The first store was operated by Ben Greenwood, and
8 gin was bullt in 1875. The postoffice was named Pulcher
by the Post 0ffice Department. The first school was begun
in the early seventies and the first teacher was named Hart,

Some ten miles northeast of Gainesville a settlement

2¢. N. Jones, Early Days in Cooke County, p. 8z.

SIbid,, p. 84. | 41pid., p. 88.
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took shape with the usual bullding of a gin, blacksmith
shop, and general merchandlse store.® Jim Jones\ran the
cotton gin and nsmed the vlllage Custer City for General
custer. Mr. Jones slso had & saw mill and sawed lumber
for the first schoolhouse in the Cross Timbers.® It was
ealled the Mountein Grove School.

Tn the southern part of the county was Mountain
Springs., It was named by J. R, Burch from a spring of
water that ran out of a small mountain.

Burns City was located sbout twelve mlles southeast
of Gainesville, It was named after Uncle CGeorge Burns.v
A mineral well was found on his place about 1881 and the
town was organized. It was incorporated as a eity in
April, 1883, Billie Daniels was the first mayor and Jake
Johnson the first eity marshall. The town grew to prob-
ably three hundred people and boasted e ight stores, a
hotel consisting of sixtesn rooms, and several other
business houses. The town is still incorporated todey
(1944), although it has only one store and probably twenty
people remaining.

Callisburg was located about ten miles northeast of
Geinesville and was on the Butterfield Trall. Tt became a
village sbout 1883 and was named after Sem Callls, the
first blacksmith.®

5Ivid., p. 84. 61pid.

7 bid. 81pid., p. 85.
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There were doubtless other communities of egqual impor-
tance established during these same years, but the scarcity

of facts and lack of space precludes telling of them,

Politicel Background

With the close of the Civil War, the control of po-
litical affsirs in Texas fell into the hands of radical po-
1itical adventurers and "ecarpetbaggers"” from the North.
control was wrested from the Democratic Party of the
state; and with the help of the government at Washington,
and in conjunction with the Negroes of the state, the Re-
publicans took charge. Their period of control was to be
brief, however, and by 1875 the state was emerging from
the trying Radical Regime. The'corruptneas of this regime
had disgusted Texans, and the state was plunged deeply

intoe debt.

Eeonomic Factors

The state as a whole suffered economlcelly under the
Radical Regime; however, in some sections industrial prog-
ress was beginning to be made. The outstanding economic
factors in Cooke County continued tc be trail driving and
ranching. Very little of the prairie land had been turned
to farming. There were several reasons why the county seat,
Geinesville, should become an important center in the cat-
tle empire of the West. Most important, 1t was located on

the edge of the great Western Flains. During the early
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years of 1ts existence, El Paso was the next important
town westward. Wichita Falls had not been settled, and
Fort Worth had not assumed its present leadership in the
cattle industry. Ccncerning Fort Worth's size in 1874,
a letter published in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, April 18,

19044, describes the town as "a nice little town of 2,000
inhabitents."? The letter goes on to say that "all of our
crowd are well pleassed with Texas. Furnish a horse and a
_plow and make a crop of cotton for a man and he will deed
you the land on which it was raised."!0 Targe cattle
ranches extended west from Gainesville: and along the Red
River north, stretched large cattle empires which drew upon
Gelnesville for supplies.

With the coming of the railroads the pleture changed
somewhat. For a few years following 1871 Denison was the
loading point for a large part of the West., Galnesville
profited from amall herds being driven to Denison from
Wise, Montague, and other countises west. Then 1In 1879
the Misgourl, Kansas, and Texas Rallroad was exbtended
from Denison to Gelineaville., There was an agreement that
Gainesville was to be 1ts western terminal as long as 1t
was the only railroad entering the town. This was the
perilod in which Gainesville began to be known as the "eat-

tle cepitol® of Texas. It was the railroad and cattle

9%ort Worth Star-Telegram, April 18, 1944.

101p44.
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center for a large pért of the West and the Indisn Terri-
tory. This era of economoé prosperity was to reach 1ts
zenith in the late eighties end will be dealt with more
fully in e following chapter.
The Radicsl School System
from 1871 to 1876

The school system In Texas Wés in a deplorable condi-
tion when the radicals came into power. The National
Bureau of Education reported in 1870 that Texas was "the
darkest fleld educationally in the United States."ll The
radicals blamed thelir opponents for this condition, and
they determined to set up a system of their own.

The first step toward the organization of a new school
aystem for the state was the Constitution of 1869, It
provided for a superintendent of public instruction, tThe
dividing of the counties into school distriets, snd for con-
trol by local boards in charge of school affairs. All
funds and lands formerly approprilated to the schools were
recuperated, and all monles coming from the sale of pub-
liec land was to be vested in a permanenf school fund., For
the first time there was likewise provided an avallable
achool fund, It was to come from the following sources:

1. The income from the permanent fund.

2., One fourth of the annual revenues derived from

1lghy, Development of Education in Texas, p. 157.
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general taxsztlon.

3. A poll tax of one dollar on every voter between
twenty-one and sixty years of age.

4. Tocal taxation of such an amount "as will be neces-
gsary to provide the necessary schoolhouses in each district
and insure the education of all the scholastic inhabitants
both white end black for ten months each year,"l?

The following year, 1870, a law was passed to carry
out the Intentions of the constitutiocnal provision, hut
this law was met with indifference by the peopleof Texas.
They dld not like the men who were in control of thelr gov-
ernment, and they did not care for any of thelir educstionsl
schemes. This apathetie attitude angered the radicals,
and as a result the most centralized and obnoxious system
of education ever to be set up in the nation waa forced
upon the people of Texas in the drastic law of 1871.

Essentislly, the plan was to organize a school sys-
tem salong military lines with the control in the hands of
the state. The legislature would no longer investrthe
school funds, as this was to be done by the state board.
Instead of its being the responsibllity of the county of-
ficials to divide the countles into distriects, this fell to
the various supervisors., Instead of the local trustees
appointing the teachers, setting the salary, and determin-
ing the length of the term, this was done by the state

121pid4., p. 159.
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superintendent. The theory behind the new system was that
the schools had not progressed under local control, and
that only the state could foster an efficient system of
education.

The plan was certain to fail from the beginning, but
there were a few outstanding reasons for its collapse,
Probably that phase of the law that required the compulsory
attendance of the children was the most obnoxlous to the
people. They still believed that the mental welfare of
their children was their own concern. They also argued
that the age of six wes too young to go to school, and
the age of eighteen was too old, for they needed the chil-
dren's help at hone énd could not spare them for ten months
in the year.

The part of the law that finally brought about the
whole system's complete collapse was that relative to a
loecal schoel tax. In April, 1871, the state board ordered
the directors of each district to levy a tax of one per
cent, The purpose of the tax was to support the schools
end to construct new schoolhouses, At once a great outery
arose all over the state. Citizens assembled everywhore
to protest this law. A general Taxpsyers' Conventioﬁ was
held at Austin.,  The ontcome of this convention was to ad-
vise every one t0o ignore the new lsw, The law was chal-
lenged in the cowr ts; and years later it was declared to

be mull snd veid.
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The exact effectuof the radical system upon the schools
of Cooke County would be difficult to determine, but some
interesting facts gbout this period are avallaeble. When
the system was set up, the state was divided into twelve
dis tricts, and a supervisor wes placed over each dlstrict
with almost dlctatorisl powers. Coocke County was lncluded
in the sixth district along with Pannin, Lamar, Collin,
Grayson, Denton, Wise, Montague, Clay, Jack, Young, Archer,
Wichita, Wilbarger, Throckmorton, Haskell, Knox, and Harde-
man Counties.l® A. G. Stobsugh of Honey Grove wes appolnted
supervisor. In Cooke County very little in the metter of
supervigon was asccomplished. This 1s not surprising, since
even today (1944), with our vast improvements in transpor-
tation, such a large territory would be difficult to admin-
ister efficiently.

When the school-tax law was passed and the taxpayers
met in Austin to protest, Cooke County was probably repre-

sented.l4

A county convention was called to eleet dele-
getes to attend at Austin. Three delegates were chosen,
but no record cen be found of thelr sttendsnce. It is prob-
able that the people of (ooke County rescted much the same
gg did people all over the staﬁe; that 1is, they ignored the

law as much as possible and continued to menage and pay

158@30nd Annusl Report of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Texas, 1872, D. 18.

l4rhomas Hardy, Development of Education in Cooke
gounty, p. 25.
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for their own private schools as well as they could. In
1872-1873 only thirteen counties made complete scholastlc
reports to Stabte Superintendent DeGress, and twenty-one
made partially complete reports.l5 cooke County was not
among those that made & scholestic report, although it did
" report the expenditure of per capita and "county funds”
for education during the year. For the next year, 1873~
1874, scercely any counties reported. "The public educa-
tional condition again had become completely chaotic."16

Before we leave this period 1t might be well to no-
tice that, after all, the radical school system was not
"g1l bad." To begin with, the idea of a state superin-
tendent of public instruction hes since been accepted.
The state is divided into districts, and supervisors check
the schools for affilistion, rural aid, ete. Almost every
district in the state levies a local school tax of some
smount. Compulsory attendance has been accepted by the peo-
ple for years. The present tendency is toward the county-
unit system of school administration which DeGress arbi-
trarily adopted.

We might conclude that it was "not what was done but
how they did it" thet caused the system to fail; also, the

mass of the people had not come to see that such things as

15gecond Anmuel Report of the Superintendent of Pub-
1ic Inst¥uction, Texas, 1872, pp. 54-80.

16pby, Development of Education in Texss, p. 168.




77
compulsory attendence, loecal school taxes, and state super-

vision were fundamentsl in a successful system of education.

gommunity School System, 1877-1883

In the field of education, as well as soclally, eco-
nomically, and politically, Texas emerged from the radlcal
regime in a completely chaotic condition. When the con-
vention met to write a new constitution in 1875, the tide
of wrath had reached its peak; and the article on educa-
tion became the storm center of the convention. TUnder
guch conditions it was only natural that the provisions for
education should be the very opposite of those fostered by
the redicsals. The pendulum was truly swinging to the op-
posite extreme, The Constitution of 1875, and the law of
1876 that put it into force were as loose and simple &s
the "radicsl system" hed been definite and exacting.

Tn its intense hatred of the radical school system,
the convention sought to wreck the whole organization, de-
stroying both the good and the bad., The article on sduca-
tion abolished the office of steste superintendent. It did
awey with the compulsory attendance law. The free-school
age was to become the period from eight to fourteen years.
iocal taxation for building schoolhouses and maintaining
schools was made impossible. In the matter of the perma-
nent school fund, the convention dealt gracliously, but
this did not materially help the schools at once.

The law of 1876 was then passed to carry out the
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policies set forth in the coastitution. It set up a state
board of education, and a secretary was made avalilable to
it to collect reports and otherwise sct as clerk, He had
ne supervisory powers. ‘There were no districts, but peo-

- ple simply got together and formed "echool communities.”
The parents submitted a list of the children to he taught
to the county judge. This officer in turn appointed three
school trustees for the school $o serve for one year only.
They employed the tescher and, in general, ran the school,

There were some advantages claimed for the community
system. Tt gave the parents complete control of thelr
school, and there was no restriction upon the number of
children necessary to have a school, The parents could en-
joy the benefits of the state school fund with a minimum
of stote interference -- a phase of the lew that appealed
to most people very much.

In operation, the communlity system proved to be dis-
appointing. Its weaknesses began to appear almost at once.
The objections to the new system were numerous:

(1) No local taxes could be collected as there were
no district lines,

{2) The schools, having no permanent orgenization,
could erect no permanent buildings.

(3) Beceuse of petty jealousies, a number of small
schools opersted in a communlty where one large
school would have been more efficlent.

{4) The state school fund was expended year after
year with no lasting benefit.

{5) Wew school boards had to be appolinted each year.

(6) Parents might join a school miles from their home

and thereby injure the school in their own com-
munity.

171pid., p. 173.
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In spite of all the shortcomings of the system, edu-
cation did maske some progress during this period. The en-
rollment in Texss as a whole increased from yesr to year,
In 1876-1877 there were 133,568 children enrolled in Texas
schools, and in 1878-1879 this number had increased to
192,654.18 1In 1881-1882 there were 2,579 scholastics in
Cooke County,tY while in 1883-1884 there were 3,268,20
In comparing the county Jjudge's school records for (ooke
County for the yesrs 1881-1882 and 1883-1884, the only
records svallable, we find some interesting facts., In
1881~1882 there were ninety-one schools in operation in the
county, whereas in 1883-1884 there were ninety-nine. Of
the ninety-one schbols in operation in 1881, all except
sixteen were operating under the same neme and number, and
apparently in the seme location, two years later., In
spite of the lack of district lines, the fact that trustees
were appolnted for one year only, and the absence of per-
menent buildings, the communlties held thelr schocls to-
gether falrly well,

The teachera' lot must have been a hard one. Of the
ninety-one teachers employed in 1881-1882, only four were
teaching at the same schools two years later. The average
salary pald the teachers was forty dollars per month for a

period of approximately four months. However, there 1is

1871bid.

190ounty Treasurer's School Account Register for Cooke
County, 1881-1882, p. 2.

20County Judge'!s School Record for Cocke County, 1882-
1884, p. 112.
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no way of ascertalning how much, if any, additicnal sslary
was supplied by the parents %o supplement the state money.
Whereas in 1881-1882 every district had a one-teacher
school, two years later three schools had "gssistants,"
The principal was paid a certaln amount of imoney per month, -
snd he in turn peid his assistant, 1In order to supplement
thelr meager salary, some of the teachers had a novel way
of earﬁing more money. It is not unusual to find the same
teacher 's name appesring on the accounts of two, and some-
times three, different districts during the seme year. Ap-
parently a teacher would teach two or three months in one
community snd then move on to another location for a term
of school there.

We have seen that Cooke County was still on the
frontier, and this fact is sustalned by the.appearance of
the names of only a few natives of the state on. the school
records of the period. In 1883-1884, the teachers apply-
ing for a county teaching certificére in Cooke County came
from thirteen different states in the Union. The number

from each state was as follows:

Kentuecky . . . 10 Georgisa . . . . 2
Texas . « « o 1 West Virginia . 2
Pferinessee . . O North Carolina. 1
Missourli . . . B I1linoils . . . 1
Mississippi . & Virginia . . . 1
Algbame . . . 3 New York . . . 121
Ohio « + + + .+ B

2l1pid. , pp. 114-115.
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Tt will be noted that only seven out of the forty-five
teachers were natives of Texas.

Tt & been pointed out that under the community sys-
tem, there were few inducements for a school to become per-
menent in location, or even 1n operatlon., DBut in spite of
the absence of permenent district lines and the lack of &
school tax to construct buildings, there was some progress.
There is no way of knowing just how many communities had
puildings strictly for school purposes, since many build-
ings were constructed and maintained solely from donations
by the parents., However, during the school year 1883-1884,
the records show that in fifteen communitles part of the
state and county money was spenb for'“buildings.“zz
Whether or not a mejority of the school communittes had
scquired schoolhouses st this time 18 doubtful, since the
same records show that sixteen communities used part of
their funds for rent during the same year.

The Peginning of a Public School
Systew in Geinesville

The situation was somewhat different in Gainesville
-~ the only urben community in the county. For a great
meny years the inecorporated towns of Texss had been grented
special privileges by the Legislature. These towns could
assume by electlion the contrel of thelr schools, and be-

cause of this fact were superior to the rural scheools in s

221pid., p. 150.




number of ways:

(1) The towns were permitted to levy a tax not to
exceed 50 cents on the $100 valuation of property
in order to continue their school terms for as
mmieh as ten months of each school year.

(2) The teschers received tetter salaries in the towns.

(%) The country schools, on the average, ran about
4% months each year, while the average for the
towns was approximately 8 months.

(4) Thetown schools had trained supervisors, while the
rural schools were supervised by the county judge
who had no training for the job and often no in-
eclination to do much about it,

(5) The towns were sble to provide permanent bulldings
for their schools by taxation, while rural communi-
ties could not levy a Hax.

Up to 1880 the private schools had educated the chil-
dren of Gainesville, but they had served their purpose.
Gainesville was incorporated in 1873 and was izsuved a
charter by the lLeglslature. The constitution and the law
of 1876 had granted any incorporated town or city excluslve
control of its public schools in case g majority of the
taxpayers voted in favor of this measure. The Record of
Public Free Schools, City of Gainesville, Volume I, shows
that on August 16, 1880, the city council met "for the pur-
pose of permanently organizing said council to assume con-
trol of the Public Free Schools and institutions of learn-
ing within sald city."®® Certain rules and regulations
governing the operation of such schools were agreed upon.
One regulation required that all teachers employed should

hold certificates‘from.thﬁ county board of examiners as

23Record of Publiec PFree Schools, City of Gainesville,
vol. I, p. 1-
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provided by the state school laws. Another intaresting
note regarding this venture into the business of "public
free schools'" was the masnner used to pay the teachers.
The minutes of this first meeting specified that "o
teachers holding a first class certificate who are prin-
cipals of schoocls there shall he paid the sum of seven and
one-half cents per day (holidays excepted) for each gcholar
within scholastic age."24

The school law of 1879 permitted cities and towns to
levy taxes for schools not to exceed fifty cents on the
$100 valustlon, The City Council Council of Gainesville,
meeting in regular session on October 12, 1880, passed the
following order:

Now at this time came to be exsmined the re-
ports end returns of presiding officers of an elec-
tion held on the 24th day of September, 1880, to de-
termine whether or not a tax should be levied for
school purposes not to exceed fifty cents on the one

hundred dollars valuation of property in the City of
Gainesville. Said returns showing the following re-

sult:
For School Tax Agsinst School Tax
Wﬂrd ll 0 8 " Ao R 55 F I A I I R I L A 1:5
Ward 20 ® ¥ a8 & % &0 40 * & 8 & &+ 4 2 92 LN I I 12
Ward 5. a8 8 * & b 4 F0 29 4 & & 8 F P S P s ¥R I E TN 11
Totals 104 36

The requisite two-thirds vote having been cast in fa-
vor of said tax, the result of said election 1s hereby
declared in favor of tax.<d

241p1d., p. 3.

25yinutes of the City Council, Geinesville, Texas,
Vol. I, pp. 520-521.




84

This must have been the first tax voted for school
purposes, since the annual report of the clty treasurer for
that year reflects for the first time "school funds."”

Tt was now necessary to provide more adequate building
facilities. Sufficient funds were not on hand, so Judge
J. M., Lindsay donated the money to build & new school and
gave the lot to set it on. Iater the money was repald by
the city from local taxation. This was called the Soubh
School, and it was staffed with six teachers with a Mr.
Brooks as principal.

On June 16, 1883, the City Council of Gainesville
took a step that went a long way toward insuring a good
school system in the town. On this date, James A. Race
was elected the first superintendent of the city schools.
He received a salary of $1,800 per year and was allowed an
asalstant and eleven teaehers as hls staff, This, and the
events just described, were the beginning of a truly pro-
gressive school system for the town of Gainesville.

In summing up this period, 1t might be said that some
progress was made by the schools of Cooke County. Any such
progress, especially in the rural schools, was certainly
made in spite of school laws of the time rather than be-
cause of them. The same situation probably existed all
over the state, and people in general begsn to see the

serious deficlencies in the laws, They were beglnning to
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realize that in seeking to throw out the radicals and car-
petbaggers they had injured thelr chances for én efficisnt
system of schools 1in Texas., TIn 1881 Governor O. M. Roberts
came out strongly in favor of reform in the state system
of education. The wave of public sentiment demanding edu-
cational reform finally culminated in 1883. At this time
on smendment to the state constitution was passed by the
people that was to change grestly the public school system
of the state.




CHAPTER V
COOKE COUNTY SCHOOLS FROM 1884 TO 1900

Gainesville as "Cow-Town"

As has been mentioned in an earlier chapter, the first
railrosd came to Cooke County in 1879 when the Missouri,
Kansas, and Texas was extended from Denison to Gainesville.
The coming of the railroads made it apparent that trail
driving was at an end. The cattle industry continued to
furnish the life~-bleood for the economic 1life of Cooke County,
but in a different manner. As the county became more
thickly settled and the open range was almost gone, large
ranches fenced with the new barbed wire made their appear-
ance. The records show that the first ten apools of wire
so0ld in Texas were bought by the herdware firm cf Cleaves
and Fletcher in Gainesville.1 There were same cattlémen
who saw the end of the free range, and many of them bought
lerge ranches to the south ard west of Galnesville. How-
ever, there was still a free range in the vest and still
unorganized West; and across the Red River in the Indian
Territory, the Indisn end government land was loosely gov-

erned in respect to grazing laws. As a consegquence, many

l1jobn M. Hendrix, "Texas Cow-Towns," The Cattleman,
February, 1941, p. 27.
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large cattlemen still were able to profit from the free
range, and many of them operated from (Gasinesville which
was strategically locszted for such an enterprise.

Tt 1s a little surprising, even to some residents of
Cooke County, to read the following allusion to the county
as a center of the cattle industry:

To ainesville in those days came the blggest
of the cowmen from South Texas seeking buyers for
their cattle or fattening ranges for them, They
came from -- wherever cattle grew, for Gainesville
was "cow-town" then. TFort Worth, a trall outfitting
place and trail crossing on the Trinity River, was
in later years to assgme the title with the coming
of the packinghouses.

Strengers came to Gainesville in abundance., FBastern
money found 1ts way there seeking guick increase in the
cattle industry. Several cattle companies were organized,
and at one time the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers!
Association numbered about fifty of its members who gave
Geinesville as their address. New bulldings were erected
and new businesses were opened, The stores scld supplles
to range bogses who hauled them by wagon one hundred to
two hundred miles to the ranch headquarters. There were
three banks, The Geinesville National, The First National,
and The Red River National, that handled the business of the
cattle industry; end their deposits ran into the millions

of dollsrs. A street-car line, drawn by small mules, was

jnstelled upon the principal streets of the town and an

21bid., p. 29.
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opera house was erected. It was truly the "hey-day® of a
great industry, end Gainesville as the "capifol" of the
cattle empire in this part of the West enjoyed s grest
boom of prosperity. Little remalns today (1944) to remind
one of this glorious era in the history of Gainesville un-
less it is o few stately mansions of that time and a few
old brick buildings with the inscription "Built in 1880"
on their facades.
settlement in the County
Is Concluded

During the period from 1884 to 1900 the population of
the county as a whole continued to increase. While the
population of Gainesville Increased from 6,594 in 1880 to
7,874 in 1900, the population of the county had grown from
24,696 to 27,496 during the same period.’ This was an in-
crease of 11.3 per cent, and it was the last decade in
which such an increasse was to be shown in the county. The
faet of the matter is, the next Ten years saw a loss of
population in the county by a small per cent.

The long period of colonization and settlement, which
hed begun about 1846, had come to an end. The land ares of
the county was fairly well saturated and the last communi-
ties were being settled. Era wss located near the soubth-~

west corner of the county about 1887.% About the same time

Stmited States Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census

of the United Stetes, 1910, Population, pp. 48, 78.

4jones, Eerly Days in Cooke County, p. 84.
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Hemming was settled in the south-central part of the county.5
The man after whom 1%t was named, C. ¢. Hemming, donated
four scres of land for a school, snd a building was erected.
The first school opened in 1889 and was taught by Miss
Viola Riley.

When the Missouril, Kansas, and Texas Railroad was ex-
tended westward from Gainesville in 1886, it passed through
a small community sbout twelve miles from Gainesville that
was destined to prosper during the next few years. The
town was named Myra in honor of the deughter of the first
station agent.6 A telephone exchange was opened by Jack
Felty in 1902, and the next year a flour mill waes bullt.
The first schoolhouse was built in 1900 and the school
was taught by Mr. Wren,

4 village known as Hood came into being sbout sixteen
miles west of Gainesville.’ Mr. A, P, Hood was the first
postmaster and the office got its neme from him. The first
school was opened in 1890 and the teacher was Miss Pauline
Felker.

In 1889 a settlement was made In Cooke County that was
different from all the rest, In October of that year the
¥lusche brothers, BEmil and Anton, of Westphalia, Kansas,
entered into a contract with Jot Gunter and assoclates to
settle a pasture in the western part of the county, con-

talning 22,000 acres, with German gstholics. They named the

51bid. 61pid., p. 85. 7104d., p. ©86.
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new colony Muenster, after the capitol of thelr home prov-
ince of Westphalia, in Germany. The contract provided that
the new town should be located on the Missouri, Kansas, and
Texas Railroad, in the center of the land. ‘The land was
subdivided into suitable farm blocks, and at the/end of
the first year of colonizabion 8,000 acres had been sold
to approximetely seventy-five Catholic families.

Encouraged by the great success of the colony at
Muenster, two of the Flusche brothers, Anton and F. A.,
in January, 1891, closed a contract with Judge J. M. Lind-
say of Gainesville for the colonlzation of 3,500 acres of
lend south of the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas railroad |
shout six miles west of Gainesville. This community was

named Lindsay.

The District School System
The constitutional smendment of 1883 favored the dis-
trict school system. It provided for the voting of local
school taxes when the people wanted them, By this amend-
ment, the following scurces of revenue were provided for
the state school fund:

{1} One-fourth of the revenue from the state occupa-
tion tax. '

(2) A poll tax of one deollar on all voters between the
ages of twenty-one and sixty.

(3) An ad velorem tax of such an amount, not to ex-
ceed 20 cents on the $100 valuation, as with the
svallable school fund srising from all other
sources will be sufficient to maintaln end support
the public free schools of the state for a period
of not less than six months in each year.

8Eby, Development of Education in Texasg, p. 194,
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Tn conformity with the amendment, the school law was
entirely rewrltten the next year, 1884, and this law be-
came the basis of all fubture progress of educatlon in
Texas. There have been many minor changes in Texas school
law since this time, but such changes have been "within"
the law rather than a reversal of policy. The fundamental
features of a2 true public school system were at last firmly
esteblished.

The school law of 1884 contained the following impor-
tant features:

{1) A state superintendent was to be elected to have
general supervision over all of the schools of the
common school system,

(2} ALl counties except 53 which were especially ex-
enpted were to be divided into school districts.

(%) District or local taxstion was suthorized up to
20 eents on the $100 valuation, provided two-
thirds of the property owners who pald taxes
voted in favor of such a tax.

(4) A state tax up to 20 cents on the $100 valuation
was to be collected on sll property, or as much
of this as was necessary with other sources of
income to maintain the schools for a term of slx
months In the year.

{5) The school fund was to be invested in county and
other bonds, thus enlarging the mgans of steady
investment of the permanent fund,

After the law was pessed, the first thing to be done
was to divide the counties Into convenlent schocl districts.
Cooke County was not long in doing this, and we find that
the Commlssioners! Court passed the following order on

September 17, 1884:

91pid., p. 195.
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This day came for consideration and approval
the various school districts of Cooke (County, Texas,
made in accordance with sn act passed at the called
session of the General Assembly for the State of
Texas, in the year 1884, and the Court having ex-
amined the record gnd manner of laying out of said
districts, and it apparently being evident to the
court that each and every district having been lald
off and established by metes and bounds, and showing
the number of acres in each and every district, and
that the same 1s properly recorded in a record for
that purpose, and that the law governing the same
has been in all things compliedé with, it is there-
fore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the court
that said boundary lines snd the records of saild
districts be snd the same 1is hereb{ adopted and ap-
proved as recorded in ssid record.lO

Thus Cooke County was divided into eighty-one school
districts, numbered consecutively from one through eighty-
one. The basis used to locate boundaries is not revealed.
That the number of districts was so lerge can be explained
by & multiplicity of factors, Transportation as we know
it today wss unheard of, and the school had to be in walk-
ing distance of the pupils. A district could be established
regardless of the number of scholastics in the district.

Put probably the deciding factor in most cases was whether
or not & school ha& previously been maintained in the neigh-
vorhood. The following compsrative lists of districts re-

veal some interesting facts:

1Oysrutes of the County (ommissioners' Court, Cooke
gounty, Texzas, IV, 26.
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Community Schools in
Cooke County

Number

1885-1884

Name

Mt, Gilead
Long Branch
Concord
Hickory Chapel
Dye

Prairie Grove
Bethlehem

Downard

Skinner

Ussery

Mountain Grove
Kelson Grove
County Line
Blackjack Grove

- Friendship

Durham
Spring Creek
Bermuda

¥ew Hope
Jackaon

Fra

Oak Hill
Bear Hesd
Willisms Creek
Valley View
Mt. Pleasant

Tiptons Chapel
N. Fish Creek
Mb. Olive
Rocky Mound
Wolf Creek
Millwood

Tnion

Walling

Shady Grove
Loving Ranch
Center Hill
Brothers Springs
Callisburg
Spring Hill
Cotton Valley
Liberty Hill
Hibhit

District Schools in

Numbei

a}mm»mm;—a

bt
HCwoo3

55

Cooke County
1884-1885

Neome

Deleware Bend
Sycamore
Dexter

Rocky Mound
Iiberty Hi1ll
Rlack Jack
Bethlehem
Bethlehem Colored
Mt., Gilleéad
Hibbit

Walnut Bend
Mineral
Fairview
Calllisburg
Friendship
Union Hill
Brothers Springs
Conecord
Haggard

Helson Grove
Woodbine

Tnion Grove
Dye

Rock Creek
Flliott

Wheley Chepel
Cenada

Canada Colored
Six Mile
Frairle Grove
Pleasant Hill
Indian Creek
Tiptons Chapel
Lemons

Purns City
Welling
Mountain Springs
Rloomfield

Osk Hill

Mt. Olive
wreedlove
Ussery

3o.tes

Valley View
Dowmard




Falrview

#ish Creek
Bloomfleld
Jones

Indian Creek
Six Mile
Canade

Brown Creek
Rock Creek
Mt. Hopse
Woodbine
Dripping Springs
Walnut
S8adlers Bend
Warrens Bend
Graham
Elliott
Lemons

Tyler Bluff
Little Velley
Rosston

Union Hill
Sivels Bend
Valley Creek
Center

Center Point
Shiloh
Marysville
Dexter
Hackberry
Buck Creek
Red River Colored
Rourland
Mineral
Velley Rench
Elm

Virginia Polnt
Pleasant Hill
Jates
Freemound
Eaggard

Dry Elsn

Black Hollow
John'ts Branch
Inion Grove
Rlue Mound
Flat Creeck

94

Hunty County School

Land

Spring Creek
Reromdea

Buck Creek
FMat Creek
Live Oak
Shady Grove
Rosaton
Prairie Point
Williams Creek
Era

Union Chapel
Reed

TUnion

Loving Ranch
Settle
Freemound
Summerfiel d
Johns Branch

Tyler Bluff
. Center

Tllinois Bend
Saddlers Bend
Brushy Mountain
Valley Creek
Hayes
Marysville
Mt. Hope
Warrens BRend
Hlckman
Spring Hill
Van Slyke
Trinity

Wolf Ridge
Fish Creek

- givells BRend

Hickory Chapelll

1lcounty Judge's School Record for Cooke County, 1883~
1884, pp. 98-112, 90-100.
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g1 Union Chepel

92 Brushy Mound

93 James Hays

94 Summerflield

a5 Prairie Point

96 Stone Hill Colored
Q7 Clear Creek

o8 Anchor

101 Maxvillel®

It will be seen that there were ninety-nine gchools in
the county under the community system, when any nelghbor-
nood could have a school if it desired. When the country
was districted, elghty districts were formed in the county,
with colored schools in two of them. This made s total of
elghty-two schools, Therefore, there were seventeen fewer
schools in 1884-1885 then head been operated the previous
year,

There is no way of knowing how the various nemes were
chosen. ‘There were thirty-four nsmes under the compunity
system that do not asppear unter the district setup. Such
pleturesque names as Bearhead, Dripping Springs, Little
Velley, Virginia Point, Black Hollow, and Cotton Valley were
lost. On the other hand, sixteen new names appéar On the
district list. From an examination of the districts!
trustees and teschers, it appears that of the sixty-five
school names thset were carried over to the district system,
all of them spplied to Bhe same districts end only the num-

bers had been changed. From the above comparisons, 1t must

121pid., 1883-1884, pp. 98-112.
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be deduced that the county was not districted on any sclen-
tific basis but rather to fit existing conditions, |

Some of the dlstricts did not like it because ey
lost their schools. The Rearhead community petitioned the
commissioners court at verious times during the next few
years in an effort to have that commnlty deslgnated as a
school district. However, the new district seftup was gen-
erally sccepted by the people, probably because it caused
little change in school conditions.

From the tilme the county was dlstricted in 1884 to the
end of the period in 1900, guite a number of changes were
mede in the distriet lines. During this perlod sixteen
new districts were formed by the commissloners eourt upon
petitions signed by interested partles. Meny more peti-
tions were rejected by the court. During the seme span of
vears, thirty-seven changes were made in the lines of ex-
isting districts. TIn some Instances two sﬁall districts
were ccnsolidated by the court. From the great number
of changes, it can be seen that such changes must have
been quite easy to obtain; ususglly the petition of only a
few lendowners wasall thet was necessary. The chenge from
the community system had not entirely establlshed permenent
districts, and a few years were to elapée before this was
accomplished.

The district system did insure some permanency. As &

concrete example of this in Cooke County, only a few years
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after the districts were established, it was not unusual
to hold a prohibition election within the boundaries of a
gschool distriect. By 1900 the dlstricts were generally ac-
cepted as permanent. The fect of the matter is, about
twenty-five years later when trensportation and greater efw
ficiency demanded the consolidation of small rural schools,
these district lines were considered not only permanent
but almost sacred by many people.

After the county was districted, the next step was to
eleect trustees for the verious districts. Whereas under the
0ld system the county judge had appolnted the trustees for
each school year, now they were toc be elected by a vote of
the people for a two-year period. The commissloners court
minutes show that three persons in esch district were ap-
pointed to hold electlons in thelr respective districts on
August 1, 1885, "for the purpose of electing three trustees

in each district‘"l25

Districts Vote School Taxes
That sectlon of the law that provided for a local
school tax was far from perfect. Since people had not been
sccustomed to suéh a tex, it was diffieunlt to obtain a
favorsble two-thirds mejority in an electlon. The twenty-
cent limit was entirely too low, anG only property owners

could vote; however, since before this time common school

13yinutes of the County Commissioners!' Court, Cooke
county, Texas, IV, 168.
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districts could not vete any sort of tex for school pur-
poses, the law was a progressive step.

When the county was divided into school districts in
Septeumber, 1884, some of the districts did not wailt long
to vote a local tax. Apparently the first dilstrict to en-
deavor to vote such & tax was the Turner District No. 29.
A petition from this district %o the county judge, dated
November 15, 1884, stated that they wished to have an elec-
tion to "levy a tax of not to exceed 20 cents on the one
hundred dollars worth of taxeble property in said school
distriet for the purpose of bullding a schoolhouse or

houses.“l4

About the same time another school district,
5ivells Rend, also voted a twenty-cent tax. Another dls~
trict, Rock Creek, held an electlon but the court found
that there were "for the school tax Vl-- against the
school tax B, and it further sppearing that less than two -
thirds of the votes cast were in favor of said levy, 1t is
therefore ordered that ssid tax be not 1é§ied."15 By the
time to set the tax rate the next summer, 1885, it appears
that only the two dlstricts mentloned had voted a local.
tax. The first district in the county to levy e school
tax, the Turner district, which voted its tax In February,
1885, voted off the levy three years later. TI% is all too
apparent that the idea of a school tax had not been gener-

ally accepted by the people at this time, and quite a number

l41p1d., p. 39. 157pb44., p. 104.
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of years were to pass before the sentiment entirely chenged.

Ry 1900 there were ninety-one common gchool districts
in the county, snd of this number twenty-nine, or less
than one-third of the distriets, had a local tax. To give
an ldeaz of the inadequacy of this method of financing, the
records show that cne-hundred per cent collection of the
tax in these districts in 1900 would huave asmounted to only
42 037.84. On the whole, the schools were financed in
much the same menner as they were under the community sys-

tem. A sample budget of the perlod appesrs as follows:

Rays School District No. 69
School Yeasr Ending August 31, 1901

Receipts
3eptember 1, 1900,..Palance on hand......% 7.61

", ..3tate & County Per
Capcoq ----- LR I B B A 180000

$187.61

Disbursements

November 16, 1900...R. A, Adams, census..§ 1.68

December 17 ro... J. H. Roach teaching 40,00
Jenuery 23, "1901.... " _ 40,00
Yebruary 21 1901.., " " " 40,00
March 21, " " " 40,00
April 2, " " L " 17.93
August 51, ® ,,.Palance on hend...... 8.00
#187.6110

Prom s further examination of the records, we find

1ecounty Super intendent 's Records, Cooke County,
Texas, 1900-1901, p. 79.
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that the Hays school term opened on November 19 and was to
extend for flve mounths. Since the state and ecounty funds
were not sufficlent to pay the teacher's entire salary, 1t
13 safe to assume that the parents of the pupils pald the
balance due on the las?t month's salary. The_other‘eXpenées
of the school such as rent, furniture, fuel, and other sﬁp-
plies must have been provided by donations from the parents.
The forty-dollar per month salary was about the average
paid throughout the county. The beginning of the term,
November 19, was eariler than that of some other disﬁricts
which did not begin their school terms before Christmas.
The children evidently wefe used in the fields until late

in the fall.

gehool Bulldings Are Constructed

Tn those districts where a local tax was collected,
the money was usually used for a building and supplies.
Under the community system the schoolhouse situation had
been deplorable. Under the district system it was a 1lit-
tle petter since the schools were more permanent and were
not operated on a year-to-year basis. TIn 1884-1885 the
county superintendent's records show that thers were thirty-
nine state-owned schoolhouses in Cooke County in the eighty

school districts.+! The average value of a bullding was

vaounty Judge's School Records, Cooke County, Texas,
1884-1885, p. 145, -
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$318. By 1900 the number of state-owned buildings had in-
creased, although the records do not show just to what ex-
tent., Some of the bulldings were constructed with locsl
tax moneys; others, by public donation. The reason that
511 districts did not own thelr own school bulldings was
due to the weakness of the achool law, The law did not
mske proper provisions for the building of schoolhouses in
pural districts. There was no legal way by which a rural
community might be bonded end thus distribute the cost of
s building over a long period of years. lany years were
to pass before a rational plan was evolved by the state.
Thus we see that the district school system did not
immedistely solve all of the problems in our common schools.
Tt did help in manf ways and the foundation for an ef-
ficient school system in Texas was laid, The following
paragraph expresses the situation clearly:
. The chief effect of the law of 1884 was to
1ift the responsibility for educational progress
from the stete as a whole and %o place 1t upon the
local communities. The districting of the countles,
the voting of local taxes for school purposes, the
building of schoolhouses, and local supervislon,
were not imposed upon the people by the legislature.
Whether the people of any communibty desired these
improvements necessary for a more efficient school
system was now left to thelr own choice. 18
Progress in the Gainesville Schools

In the town of Geinssville scheol conditions were

somewhat betterthan in the rural areas. Turing the last

18pmy , Development of Education in Texas, p. 210,
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two decades of the dentury, more progress was made 1in thils
sort of district., The towns were galning in population
and wealth and the people were becoming more and more
cosmopoliten in character. In speaking of the town gschools
in Texas, Dr. Joseph Baldwin sald in 1885: |
The graded schools of our towns and cities are
repldly teking renk with the best in the older states.
They have thorough organization, efficlent super-
vision, locel taxation, and long terms. Our county
schools have utter disorganirzation . . . no super-
vision, no local taxstlon, short terms. 1 earnestly
protest against this discrimination in favor of the
cities. T look upon the elevation of our county
achools g8 the most importent work now before our
statesmen and educators,l
This statement rather adequately pictures the disparity
between the city and rural schools of Cooke County.
Earlier in this chepter we have seen that from 1880
antil the end of the century Gainesville enjoyed greatb
prosperity. New inhebitents by the score came in to meke
their homes. The population increased until in 19200 it
emounted to 7,874 snhabitents.?C The scholastic popula-
tion for that year was 1,362 white children and 253 col-
ored. Therefore, there was & great need for an expanded
educetional system., The citizens were not long in seeing
~ this need, and we find very decigsive steps being taken in

the right direction. In Jenuary, 1885, the Gainesville

Ccity Council sppointed o school board of seven members to

191p3d,, p. 208.

20yn1ted States Puresu of the Census, Abstract of
Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900, p. 147.
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have exclusive control and masnagement of the public school
syastem, A, E. Dodson, mayor, was made chairman of the
board, and other members were prominent business and civie.
leaders of the town. TUp to this time the clty council hed
directed the progress of the school system,

The incresased population made a new school buillding
necessary., A two-story brick building waes constructed In

21 1t was known as the

the northern part of the city.
Belcher Street School after a Mr. Belcher who lived near
it. Later, when the town was divided into wardg, 1t be-
care known as the North School. Professor J. A, Race se-
cured the plans for the bullding from a scﬁool in St. Iouis,
Misgouri, The first gradusting class in Gainesville was
from this school., 7This was in 1885 and Claude Weaver was
the only one 1n the clacss. |

The first high school In Gainesville was begun in
1886. It cost $13,000 and was constructed from brick made
at the Staniforth Brickyard, & local concern. The lime
used in its construction was prepared just south of Red
River and hsuled to town by oxen.“® The achool opened two
vears later with J. P. Glascow as principal. C(Ceptaln E. F.
Comegys, who was to remein at the head of the Gainesville

schools for many years, was superintendent at the time,

glzg Gainesville Towne, p. 75.

221pid., p. 76.
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About the same time & colored school was constructed at a
cost of $%$4,000,

In 1892 the fourth brick school was bullt in Galnes-
ville. This was a new high school building, and 1t was
built on the site of the present junior high sghool at a
cost of $25,000. It was then considered a fine high
school. At that time Gsinesville ranked among the highest
in the state in respect to 1ts schools. By way of compari-
son, we learn from Eby that from 1881 to 1895 there were
fifty-four school bulldings constructed in Texas at a to-
tal cost of %3?6,604.25 During this seme perlod Geine s-
ville bullt five new buildings costing $81,900.

Tt hes already been seen that Gainesville voted 1ts
first school tax in 1880, Four years later, in 1884, only
fifty-one districts in the state had a local tex.®% There-
fore, Gsinesville was among the firstAto support schools
in this manner. The valustion of Gainesville's property
when the tax was voted was $1,326,219. The first tax
voted was fifty cents on the one~hundred-dollar valuation.
The tax levy for school purposes remalned ab this rate
until 1920. BPut this does not mesn that no progress wWas
being made in the support of the public schools. The fact
of the matter is that a great deal more than fifty cents

per bundred-dollar veluation was being spent on the

95Eby, Development of Education in Texas, p. 208.
241p3i4., p. 209.
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Gsinesville schools. For instance, in 1887, the total
funds asppliled thereto would amount to a rate of about
seventy-six cents. The rate was simply left at fifty
cents for maintenance, and in addition bonds were voted
which were taken cere of by the city separately,

From the beginning, the average salaries pald to the
Goinesville bteachers were sbove the average in the rural
schools in the county. In 1883, when the first superin-
tendent of schools was elected, the average salary paid to
the Gainesville teachers was fifty-five dollars per month.
For the same school year, two colored teachers were paid
forty and thirty dollars per month, respectively. A nine-
month term was instituted long before 1900.

When Gsinesville organized the high school in 1888,
1t was following the steps of a few other Texas citles,
The first hlgh schools werse organized about as Follows:

1875 -- Brenham :

1878 -~ Houston and Denison

1879 ~- San Antonio

1880 -- Shernan

1881 ~-- Austin and Weatherford

1882 -~ Cameron

1884 -- Corsicsna, El Paso, Fort Worth, Waco
1885 ~- Galveston apnd Marshall

1688 -~ Gelnesville<d

In closing this account of the most lmportant period
in the development of the Gainesville schools, a short

resume of the administrations of the city superintendent

might be timely. It has been seen that James A. Race was

254ardy, Development of Education in Cooke Counby, p. 45.
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elected the first superintendent in 1883, and the service
that he rendered at that critical time 1s Immeasurable, He
wes succeeded by J. E. Hughes., Then W. A. Howard came to
Gainesville from Ogden, Utah, as the next superintendent.
After Mr. Howard came C. A, Bryant, who later went into the
school supply business in Dallas, Texas. Frank McMurray
succeeded Mr. Pryant but served only a few years. Captain
E. F. Comegys, who was then at the head of the Denton
schools, became the next superintendent., Thils was in the
summer of 1820. This man possessed a very strong charac-
ter and proved to be one of the best superintendents that
Gainesville ever had. He served in this position for al-

most twenty years, and dled in his office January 27, 1910.




CHAPTER VI
COOKE COUNTY SCHOOLS FROM 1900 TO 1917

Trengition to Farming

By the turn of the century a decided change was tak-
ing place 1n the economic life of Texas and also of (ooke
County. By this time much of the grassland had gone under
the plow and the free range was no more. Men had learned
that money was to be had from planting the fertile plains
with.gréin. The western, dark-lend section of Cooke County
was well sdapted to the rsising of wheat and oats, and
the production of smsll grain soon became an important
factor in the county's economy. The Whaley Mill and Ele-
vator Company, begun in Gasinesville long before the Civil
War, was greatly enlarged about the end of thls pericd.
The mill hsd a milling capacity of aix huﬁdred barrels of
flour and two hundred barrels of corn meal per day. The
concern handled approximately from 1,000,000 to 2,000,000
bushels of grain per year. Grain elevators were also
erected at Myra, Valley Vlew, and Muenster. |

After 1900 the number of large cattle ranches that re-
mained in the county diminished yesr by year. The most im-

portant meeans of 1ivelihood becsme farming, and most of

107
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this was on a moderate scale, The United States Census
of 1910 shows that Cooke County fell intc that class of
countlies having eighty to ninety per cent of its land ares
in farms.1 This same census report also shows tlst of
the 2,000 farms in the county, over 1,000 of them fell
into the group containing from fifty to ninety-nine ecres;
the next largest group of 920 farms contained from 100 to
174 acres; and oniy seventy-eight farms contained over
500 acres each. The average size of a Cooke County farm
wes 145.5 acres.” An indication of the eéonamic value of
farming in the county during this pericd is the increase
in the value of farms from 1900 to 1910. In 1900 the to-
tal value of farm property in Cooke County was $10,179,493,
and in 1910 this value had soared to $18,425,511, which was
an eighty~one per cent increase. |

Cocke County was well adspted to various kinds of
ferming because of 1ts variety of solls. The eastern sec-
tion of the county with 1lts sandy soll was conducive to
truck farming, and was well adapted to orchards, peanuta,
eotton, and corn., The western, black-land section was
good for small grains, cobtton, and corn. As above indl-
cated, most farms were of a moderate size and were given

to diversified farmlng., That the farm population of the

lUnited States Department of the Census, Thirteenth
Censug of the United States, 1910, Abstract of thé (éensus
with Supplement for Texms, p. 662.

21p1d., p. 686. 31bid,

et v
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county must have been fairly successful 1s shown by a com-
rarison of the aversge value of farm land In.the county
with the state at large. In 1910 the average value of
farm land in Cooke county was $26.10 per acre, while the
average value per acre for the state was %14.53.4 The
farm income of Cooke County in 1910 was $2,473,664, of
which corn was the principal crop since it was ralsed in
2ll sections of the county. |

Thus we see thet about 1900 ferming came to take the
place of ranching as the principal means of livelihood in
Cooke County. HRanching did not ceasse to exist in the
county, but it éimply yielded first place to farming. As
the o0ld cowmen said, "The hoe-men had come to stay." 1In

1910 there were still 29,695 cattle in the county, °

The Westward Movement

In 1854 Horace (Greeley had said, "Go West, young man,
go West."® That great movement which saw many people going
to seek their fortunes in the "Golden West" affected Cooke
County, as it did most of the nation. The free range had
come to an end on the western plsins, and literally hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of fertile and ti1llsble sod
awaited the plow., Land was cheap since 1t needed to be

fenced; water had to be provided and houses erected. Many

41pid. 91bid.

[RmemEs—

6Gamaliel Bradford, As God Mede Them, p. 145,
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Cooke County farmers took their families and sought new op-
portunities In the West -- usually on the western plains
of thelr own state, As a consequence, in the United States
. Census of 1810, the populstion of Cooke County showed a
loss for the first time since the county's orgsnization in

1848, The following table reflects this loss:

TABLE 1

COMPARISON OF THE POPULATION OF COOKE_COUNTY,
TEXAS, FOR THE YEARS INDICATED’

T e et

Year Population Per Cent Gain or Toss
1890 24,695 : e

1900 27,494 11,3 gain

1910 26,603 3.2 loss

The decrease in the county's population from 1900 té
1910 was both rural and urban., A decresse was also shown
by neighboring counties, but the weatern counties of Texas
showed a population gain for the same period, Although the
population loss in Cooke County was not in anh alarming pro-
portion, such loss continued during the next ten-year peri-
od. The time was to come soon after 1920 when the shortage

of population, and consequently children, was to have a

"Data from Thirteenth Census of the United States,
1910, Abstract of the Gensus with Supplement Tor Texas,
r. 48,
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very decided effect upon the rural school system of the

county.

The Rurel School Reaches Its Peak

During this period from 1900 to 1917 the rural school
probably reached its peak in Cooke County in reaspect to a
numnber of factors. First of all, the population of the
county resched its peak in the census of 1900 with 2 count
of 27,494, a8 shown in Tsble 1. The scholastic population
wounld be expected to resch a maximwum at about the same
time, and in the scholastic census of 1917 the count was
7,357 -~ the highest ever recorded in the county. Since
it is axiomatic that "regardless of wealth, school tuild-
ings, or other school facillities, it takes children to
have a scheool," it was only natural thet the schools of
the county flourished at this time. The following table
will show the trend in scholastic population in Cooke
County over a aixty-year period, with the figures given
for five-year intervals,

It will be noted from the table that during this
period from 1900 to 1917 the scholastlic population of Cooke
County reached its peak, not only in the county as & Whole,
but also in the rural districts as compared with Galilnes-
ville. Not until a few years later do we find a trend of
scholastic population away from the rural to the urban com-

munity. Table 3 will show that, compared with the situvation




112

TABLE 2

TRENDS IN SCHOLASTIC POPULATION IN
COOKE COUNTY, TEXAS (WHITE)

Year Common School | Galnes- Valley County
Districts ville View Total
1884-1885 3,934 973 ves 4,907
1889-1890 3,994 1,164 .o 5,158
1894-1896 4,097 1,226 se s 5,323
1889-1900 4,468 1,326 cee 5,494
1904-1905 4,132 1,274 135 5,541
1909-1910 4,726 1,728 238 6,692
1914-1915 4,824 1,870 216 6,610
1919-1920 5,006 1,738 201 6,999
1924-1925 4,503 1,737 180 6,502
1929-1930 &,850 1,844 215 6,079
1934-1935 4,079 2,000 232 6,461
1938-1940 3,701 2,019 211 6,113
1944-1945 2,911 1,724 211 5,004
today, in 1916-1917 a lerge majority of the county's scho-

lastic population was to be found in the rural distriets.

TABLE 3

A COMPARISON OF THE SCHOLASTIC POPULATION OF
GAINESVILLE WITH THE RURAL DISTRICTS OF
COOKE COUNTY FOR THE YEARS INDICATED

ll

- T
Year Common School Districts Gainesville
1916-1917 5,480 1,877
1944-1945 2,811 1,824

8Pexas State Department of Educstion, Blennial Reports'
of the State Superintendent of Public Tnstruction (for the

Years indicated).
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As has previocusly beenKnoted, gooke County was well
populated with small land-owners who made their lilving by
farming, Large familles were the rule rather than the ex-
ception in those days, and each school distriet found an
sbundance of ehildren within its boundaries who needed to
be schooled. A list of the rural teachers of the county
for the sechool year 1901-1902 shows that there were twenty-
seven post offices in the county at that time. Today (1944)
there sre nine, or one third as many. This means that
there were twenty-seven commmity centers in the county.
These were smell villages consisting usually of a post of-
fice, blacksmith shop, gin, and one or two general mercan—‘
tile stores. Other villages existed that did not have post
of fices. Most of these communities had thelr own physi-
ciens, and they were self-sufficlent In many ways. fhe
loecal school was usuplly the center of the community l1life;
and most school buildings were used for all community funo-
tions, including church on Sundays. It was almost unheard
of for a child to attend school outside of his own dis-
trict; and when he had finished that school, his educsation
was usually complete. The automobile had not made its ad-
vent snd there was no conceivable way for it to be obher-
wise.

The following Table 4 will show the great proportion
of schnool districts in the county during this period sas

compared with the situation today:
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TABLE 4

COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS
IN COOKE COUNTY, TEXAS, FOR YEARS INDICATED

Yoar " Rural School Independent School
Districts Districts

1902-1903 87 &

1943-1944 38 2

contrary to the present situation where a number of
districts do not maintain a school at home, in 1902-1903
every school district operated & white school and some
had schools for their colored populations.

During this period a rural school usuelly meent a
one-teacher school. In 1901-1902 there were in'Cooke County:

83 cne-teacher schools

4 two-teacher schools

3 three-teacher schools (independent districts)

7 one-teacher colored schools

The total of one hundred white and seven colored
teachers was probably the greatest number of teachers em-
ployed for any one year in the rural schools of the county.
fruly, the rural school was in 1ts "hey-day.”

In many respects there was little change from 1900 to
1917 in the rursl schools of Cocke County. Only one new
district was formed, and only five schools were abandoned
during these seventeen years; and two of these were colored

sechools. As hes been seen in an esrller chapter, the
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district system had its beglnning in 1884, snd the county
had been completely dlatricted by 1906. Sinee the scholas-
tic population increased or remained about the same until
1917, there was no apparent need for consclidation or aban-
donment of dlstricts begause of a shortage of scholastics;
and sirm e transportation facllities were not available,
the grouvping of small distriets to form larger units was
not practical. S0 we see that the economic, filnanelal, and
population factors were all conducive to the school system
as it then existed, and there was nothing that made change
expedient. 8ince in any.enterprise pregress is usually
the child of necessity, there was little educationsl ad-
vancement made in the rural schools at this time, TFor
these reasons it might be sald that during the seventeen
years covered by this period, the rural school districts
of Cooke County maintained their "status quo." To Dbear

out this contentlon, a few comparisons will be enlightening:

TABLE 5

SOME COMPARISONS FOR THE SCHOOL YEARS 1901-1902
AND 1916-1917 IN THE RURAL SCHOOLS OF
COOKE COUNTY, TEXAS

W%WWMM_—W

Ttem 1901-1902 1916-191%

Average salary per month $42 $60

Average term in months.. 5,4 5.9
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Table 5 shows that over the sgeventeen-year pericd, the
increase in the length of the average school term in Cooke
County was only ten days. The inerease in the monthly
salary average was $18, which was also slight progress; al-
though one or two venturesome districts did pay thelr
teachers as much as $85 to $100 per month.

Then on thé brighter side, when we mede other compari-
sons between the two extremes of the seventeen-year period,
we find that progreés had been made in other phases of the

school situation:

TABLE 6

A COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH ILOCAL
SCHOCL TAX AWD NUMBER OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS
CONSTRUCTED IN COOKE COUNTY RURAL SCHOOLS3

FOR THE 3CHOOL YEARS 1901-1902
AND 1916-1917

B o e e e e e e e e e
- | Namber of Tumber of New Nunber
Year Districts Bulldings of
with Pax Constructed Districts
1901-1902 29 5 92
1916-191% 75 12 89

The above table shows that in 1901-1902 twenty-nine
districts levied = local maeintenance tax to supplement
their state funds and sixty-three districts did not. Thus

only thirty-two per cent of the schools in the county had a




117
school tax, whereas in 1916-1917 seventy-five out of the
eighty-nine districts, or eighty-four per cent, levied a
local maintenance tax. In addition to buying fuel and
other school supplies, these funds were usually used to

extend the sechool term when the state funds were exhausted.

New School Bulldings Are Provided
When Cooke (ounty was organized 1nto districts in
1884, there were few school buildings asvailable, FPrior to
this time almost any building served as a schoolhouse.
With the establishment of permenent boundaries, the dis-
tricts were more stable and builldings were gradually erected
o house the district schools. By sbout 1912 most of these
buildings had worn out; others had become Iinadequate when
sn sdditional teacher was added. As a result, about 1912
an era of buillding began that lasted until about 1924.
All during this period the manner of financing the district
building programs was quite different from what it 1is today.
Of the five buildings built in 1901-1902 and the twelve
puilt fifteen years later, all of them were financed by
donations by the school patrons in the districta. The rec-
ords show that one district built a new schoolhouse costing
spproximately $1,200, snd four years later donations were
still being received to psy off the notes at the benk. How-
ever, the problem was not a local one. In 1900, State Su-

perintendent Kendall in his report sald:
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In the matter of buildings, the cities and

towns can vote upon themselves a bonded debt for

the ereetion of school buildings, which bonds can

be made paysble 1In five, ten, twenty, or forty

years. No such privileges are accorded by the law

to the county school districts, The school patrons

and citizens of the county district must provide out

of their own privete means the necessary bulildings

for the use of the public schools.®

In 1905 the leglslature provided that common schools

should be permitted to vote bonds for the erection of new
school buildings, end in 1909 a new school lew was passed
permitting the state board of education to invest the per-
manent school fund in common district schoolhouse bonds.
Put up to 1920 there were only two schoolhouse bonds voted
in the common school districts of Cooke County. The Era
school District voted & $5,000 fifteen-year bond to build
o new bullding in 1912, This was the first one in rural
Gooke County. The next district to vote a bond was Dexter
in 1917, when a $4,500 ten-year bond was voted. There per-
sisted the same aversion to voting bonds that had esrlier

exiated in the matter of voting s maintenance tax.

The Compulsory School Law
The Texas leglslature passed the first compulsory
attendance lew in 1915. It went into effect with the be-
ginning of the 1916-1917 school year. It provided that
all children from eight to fourteen years of age, unless

properly excused, were required to attend school at least

gﬁby, Development of Education in Texas, p. 225,
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sixty days during the school year. The next year, eighty
days were required as a minimum attendance, and thereafter
one hundred days.

In the beginning there was much opposition to this law.
Meny people belleved that the state was taking too much au-
thority in the matter and were still very voluble in their
argument that the welfare of their children was thelr own
business and not that of the stste., There were naturally
many violations of the law. Since 1t is true that any new
law doesan't mean much until it is enforced, the compulsory
attendance law did not at once greatly alter school condi-
tions., The minutes of the Cooke County Board of Education
reflect the dlssension over the law during the years im-
mediately following its passage. The'county board aep-
parently wanted to follow the dictates of the law in the
county, but generally found either bitter opposition or a
complacent attitude on the part of the people., As time
went by, however, this opposition became less and less;
and more local school boards, teéchers, end parents began
to cooperate in the enforcement of the attendance law. Peo-
ple came to see that to have an equal chance with his fel-
lows, a pupil had to attend school regularly for most of
the term, and not just when it was convenient., Finally,
the law was more generslly sccepted, and another impor-

tant milestone in educational progress had been achieved.
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High School Education in Rural Cooke County

In 1916-1917 there were only three eleven-grade high
schools in Coocke County, but there wers twenty-nine rural
schools that taught one or more high school grades. This
situstion was not unusual over the state and there were
ample reasons for it. It has been pointed ocut esrlier that
school transportation was unheard of, and pupils uvsually
finlshed thelr education in their home districts., The
records of the transfers of thé period show this clearly,
In 1916-1917 there were in all grades elighty-five transfers
to Gainesville, thirty-cne to Valley View, and slxteen to
Myra.lo It is safe to assume that conslderably less than
one hundred rural Cocke County children were going awey to
high school,

A8ide from the difficulty of transportation, there
were muuerous other difficulfies that faced the ambitious
rural boy and girl. Textbook and tuition costs had to be
borne by the parents. TUsually the student had to be
"boarded out" with relatives or friends in town, All of
these obstacles were insurmountable for most of the peo-
ple; and in addition, the desire for a high school educsa-
tion was then the exception rather than the rule., Quite a

number of years were yet to elapse before the desire and

lOCounty Superintendent's School Record for Cooke
County, Texms, 1916-1917, p. 25.
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means for a high school educaﬁion were to make such an edu-

cation avellable to every boy and girl.

Gainesville Schools from 1900 to 1917

As Gainesville had previously depended upon the cattle
industry for its economic well-being, 1t now came to rely
principally upon agriculture for its livelihood. The busi-
ness houses of (Gainesville stocked thelir stores with sup-
plies and implements for the farm population, and new en-
terprilses were established to parchase large qusntities of
farm products. The banks of the town carried large num-
berg of c¢lients on thelr books to whcm.they made substan-
tial loans "to make & crop on." There were no "boom days"
as there had been when Gainesville was "cow-town," but
there was a substantial degree of prosperity and it was %o
last over a long period of years.

As sgriculture grew in Importance, several industries
began to flourish that were directly dependent upon agri-
enlture. The Galnesville (Compress, the Whaley Mill and
Elevator Compeny, and the Gainesville Oll Mill hed been
established long before, but they took on new growth with
the development of farming. The compress was incorporated
under the laws of the state in 1903. The time csme when
fifty laborers were employed, and they had under cover
about 14,000 bales of uncompressed cotton. Aside from farm-

ing, there were other industries of some lmportance. In
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1914 the Empire Refinery and Tank Farm located aboulb two
miles north of town, Two hundred acres of land were pur-
echased and meny installstions for refining erude oil were
mede, At its peak, about 125 men were employed at the re-
finery, and large quantities of gasoline, kerosene, naptha,
and other olls were produced. So Gainesville was still
a growing and substantial community, and its schools were
handled in a manner becoming such a community,

In 1900 there were three ward schools and a high
school in the city of Geinesville, By 1917 the scholastic
enrolliment had grown to 1,902 childrén, white and colored,
It was necessery that an additional ward school be built.
This school was located in the southeast part of Galnes-
Yille.' The land for the building wasg donated by J. F., Me-
Murréy and the school was named in his honor. It was a
brick structure with eight classrooms and an auditorium,
The Melurray School opened in January, 1917.

The maintenance tex of fifty cents on the $100 valua-
tion was retained during this period, but all buillding
debts were provided for outside of this levy. Teachers!'
salarles gradually increased., By the school year 1916-
1917 the number of city teachers had increased to thirty-
eight white and three colored. The superintendent of
schools was paid a salary of $1,800 per year, and the over-

all sverage for all teachers and principals‘Was $74 per
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month, There was quite a difference beﬁween the salaries
of the high school and elementary teachers, Forlthe year
1916-1917 high school teachers received aﬁ average salary
of $102 per month, and the elementary teachers an average
salary of $60 per month, ;ﬁrlinxeresting sidelight 1s the
faect that the four janitors of the system-for thatryear re-
ceived an sverage sslary of $57 per month, or only three
dollars per month less then the average elementary teacher..
It 1s very Interesting to notice the salary schedule pre-
pared by the superintendent, Mr, Anderson, féor the next
school year. The following schedule was adopted by the
gchool board and became effective in September, 1917, and
it evidently applied only to teachers in the elementary
Field:

TABLE 7

MONTHIY SALARY SCHEDULE USED BY THE SCHOOLS OF
GAINESVILIE, TEXAS, BEGINNING WTTH THE
SCHOOL YEAR 1917-19181l

Years of Experlence in Years
Training
Above ‘ ‘
High School 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

$a5 | $a8 | $51 | $54 | $57 | 860 | $63 | 466
46| 50| 54| 58| 62| 65| .. | ..
48| 53| s8| 63| 65| ..| .. | WO

0O

llyginutes of the Gainesville School Board, II, 61-62.
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It will be notlced that training was designated as
sé many "years sbove high school.” It was also specified
that one year of experience in the city school was equiva-
lent to two years of experience in a country school. By
1916 the (Gainesville School Board requlred that all of the
teachers in the city schools have a first-grade state certifi-
cate. About the ssme time, other measures were taken that
were likewlse progressive and commendable, The school
board passed a resolution stating that "five days or ten half-
days attendance of Institubte work be required of the teachers
during the scholastic year."12 The board was to pay the
expenses of the lectures necessary to the institute.

As in the county schools, some difficulty must have
been experienced when the compulsory attendance law was
passed. The records show, however, that the board took
cognizance of the law and apparently tried to apply it.
In 1916-1917 the eity school board designated the "fourth
scholastic school month as the time set for the beginning
of the enforecement of the compulsory attendance law,"13

The offefings of the Galnesville High School were in-
creased from time to time. In 1916 a menual training de-
partment was added to the course of study. In 1817 a dozen
typewriters were purchased, snd & commerclsl course was

added. The same year a movement was started to provide a

121pid., p. 38. - 131p4q,
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kindergarten for the younger children. It was finally de-
cided to house the new enterprise In a room of the publie
library. A Mlss Leonora Smith ﬁas erployed as teacher at
e salary of $60 per month. When Mr. 0. R. Anderson was em-
ployed as superintendent in 1917, he was instructed by the
board "to vigit the surrounding cities with & view fo in-
creasing the efficieney of the Gainesville schools,"l4
Surely progress was being made in the educational system
of Gainesville.

A matter of interest, but not necessarily affecting
the genersl school situastion in the clty or county, took
place in August, 1917. Mr. O. R. Anderson, who had been
teaching in the Galnesville schools for some time, had been
elected hesd of the city system in April, 1917. He must
have been s wery capable man, and he certalnly had the
whole-hearted support of his board. We have seen that many
progressive steps were taken between the timé of his ap~
pointment and his resignation on August 31 of the same year.
On this date the city school board was called into special
session for the purpose of "passing upon the question of
Mr. Anderson's release to take effect at once in order to
enable him to go to the training camp with the first
quota.“15 A leave of absence was given Mr. Anderson, and

W. E. Parris was elected to fill the vacancy until his

l41pid., p. 57. - 1B1piga., p. 75.

ar—————
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return. Mr. Anderson was among the first volunteers to
join the armed foreces in 1917, end he was the first Cooke
County man to be killed in action. He still holds a very
revered place in the memory of the citizens of Gainesville

and of all Cooke County.




CHAPTER VII
COOKE COUNTY SCHOOLS FROM 1917 TO 1944

A Period of Change

During the twenty-seven years covered by this period,
there was a greater change Iin school conditions in Cooke
County than during any comparable period of years in its
history. This change in school conditions was not brought
sbout entirely by the enactment of new school laws, though
certain laws did contribute toward the transition; neither
was the change due to the progressive ideas of any one man
or group of men. The chenge was rather due to a new mode
of 1iving and thinking on the part of the people in this
and most other communities throughout the nation.

There is much evidence that e great change hes taken
place. In 1916-1917 there were eighty-nine common school
districts in Cooke County, while in 1943-1944 thils number
hed dwindled to thirty-eight., In 1916-1917 there were
eighty-eight schools operating in the rural districts of
the county, while in 1943-1944 there were only twenty-five,.
These fects alone are sufficient evidence to show that
something drastic has taken place, but there are still

other comparisons that are just as gsonvineing. TIn 1916-

127
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1917 Geinesville had the only affilisted high school in the
county, while in 1943-1944 there were three such high
schools., Surely a great and fundamental change in school
conditions had come about; let us look more closely for the

causes underlying 1t.

Causes for Change in Scheol ¢onditions

Probably the grestest inducement for chenge in the
school setup in Cooke County was the almost yearly decrease
in scholastic population. Teble 2 has shown that the scho-
lastic population in the rural districts of the county
dropped from 5,006 1n 1919-1920 to 2,811 in 1944-1940.
guch o drastlc reduction was certain to have declded reper-
cussions. Rural distriets, which had previously had an
sbundance of children within their boundaries, found such
s scsreity of children in thelr districts that even a small
school could not be supported. From the beginning the state
per capita money had been the principsl source of income
in most districts; therefore, when the number of scholas-
tics in a district became small, the distriett's financisal
means were likewise greatly diminished. This decresase
in scholastic population not only encouraged changes in
school conditions, but 1t made such changes almost impera-
tive.

Another cause for change in school conditions, almost

as grest as the loss in scholastic population, was the
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development of school bus transportation. Frior to 1915
Cooke County had practically no improved roads, but the-
advent of the automobile made the building of good roads
nacésaany. The effects of good roads and the automobile
upon the smell country towns and communltles are well
knowngs and as people went tc the clty to trade, to see
their physicisn, and to attend church, they also wanted to
take their children to a better school than their cormmunity
cculd offer. Impfovad roads made bus transportation of
children possible, and this in turn induced schocl dis-
tricts_to'group themselves by consﬁlidatian to fdrm larger
gnd more effectlve teaching units. The school bus also
made it possible fér a district to transport its pupils to
high school, Refore the time of the school bus, the rural
boy and girl usually had to obtain board and room in town
in order to attend school. When high school bus routes
were set up, the rural child could stay at home and still
finish his high school educabion. Of special benefit to
the dlstricts in this matter of providing for the high
school population has been "transportation ald" recelved
under the various ruralﬂaid.laws. Such assistance from
the steste hes enabled many districts to provide first-
class high achools for thelr children.

A final cause of changed school conditions has been
the nation-wide emphasis placed upon a high school aduca-~
tion. TFollowing its establishment in 1883, the Tniversity
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of Texas encouraged the organization of high schools In
the clties and towns of Texas. In order to have gtudents
qualified to take up courses there, the university carried
on the inspection and accreditation of Texas high schools
for a number of years. In 1917 this work was taken over
by the State Departmént of Educstion.' MNore and more towns
and villages orgenized high schools and secured affilila-
tion. It became the ambition of almost all parents that
their children should at least have & high school educa-
tion. The small rural school with one or two years of high
school work no longer appealed to most people. They de- -
mended an affiliasted four-year high schcool with special-
1zed teschers snd & nine-month term, This ambition for
such an educetlon was made possible, and doubtless encour-
aged, by the advent of bus transportation. The grantiné
of tuition ald by the legislature also encouraged and made
possible a high school education for many Texas boys and
girlis. Surely conditions had changed from the time when
a fural child's only awbition was to finish the local
school, where probably one or perhaps no high achool grade

waa offered.

The Effects of Changed Conditions
The most outstanding effect of the conditlons just -

. described was the grouping of school districts. To a

1Eby, Developument of Education in Texas, p. 261,
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large number of people the word "consolidation" had a very
obnoxious sound. It was regsrded by many as some sort of
devious method by which schools that had exlsted for many
years in a communlity were uprooted and abandoned. In this,
2% in any social movement of such megnitude, 1t is well
to study the reassons and caguses underlying 1t.

First of all, consolidstion was not a device that some
one conjured up to cavse unhapplness and hardship for a
grest number of people. Consolidetion was not really a
positive movement, but rather a "result." In Chapter VI
we found that the rural schools reached thelr pesk and en-
joyed a "big business,” not because the bogey-word "con-
solidation® hed not been thought of but because of very
real reasons -- many rural children, substantlal rural
comwunities, and no urge to or means of attending school
cutside of the home community. Consolidation ceme only
when the school population of districts became so small
that the district was not sble to operate, (Consclidation
came when districts d4id not have enough children to have
& school even though local taxes would have supported one.
Consolidetion came when parents looked to larger and more
efficient school systems, end realizing that they could
never have that sort of school in their district, made an
effort to get their children into a better sehool. Con-

solidation came with the advent of the sutomobile which
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made it possible to transport children miles from home to
attend school.

When we study the reccrds over the period of years
from 1916-1917 to 1944-1945 and look to see what has hap-
pened, we are impressed with the fact that some dlstricts
lost through consolldation while others galned. On the
whole, those districts lost which were not strategically
located for a grouplng with their neighbors; which were
satisfied with their condition and did not seek a better
school; and which did not see the trend of scholestic
population snd realize that small districts would "all
hang together or hang sepsarately," as Franklin said of the
thirteen colonles. As a consequence, many districts have
disappeared from the ma? of (ooke County, and other one-
or two-teacher schools have grown to be large and efficient
school centers for thelr section of the county.

The first grouping of Qistricts in Cooke County was
at Dexter. Under the rural high school law of 1911,° the
county board of education grouped the Sycamore, Rocky
Mound, Mount Gilead, end Dexter districts to form the Dex-
ter Consolidated District No. 3., This was June 26, 1917.9
About one year later the Leo Consolidsted District was

formed by the jolning of the Live Osk and Shady Growve

21pbid., p. 260.

3Minutes of the Board of Education, Cooke County,
Texas, I, 30.
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districts.? Then in 1923, the Thirty-eighth Iegislature
passed the consolidation lew that required a vote of the
people when districts were to be consolidated.® At firét,
1t was difficult to carry an election in favor of consoli-
dation, but as time went on the procedure became easlier.
The following teble will show the grouping of districts

in Cooke County from 1917 to 1944:

TABLE 8

CONSOLIDATED DISTRICTS IN COOKE COUNTY, THE
NAMES OF THE DISTRICTS THAT WERE CGROUFED,
AND THE YEAR OF CONSOLIDATION

T e e e et T .

Consolidated Districts Included Year of
Districts in Consolidations Consoclidation
Dexter Sycamore 1917

Rocky Mound 1e17 .
Mount Gilesd 1917
Plack Jack 1631
Leo™ ILive Oak 1918
Shady Grove 1918
Valley Creek Saddlers Bend 1919
Brushy Mound 1937
Mount Hope 1937
Coppers Winterbrush 1622
Muenster Coppers 1940
Linn 1942
Bailey 1944

41p3d., p. 38.

Sstate Department of Education, Public School laws of
Texas, 1941, p. 119. T
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TARLE 8 -- Continued

consolidsted Districts Included vear of
Districts in (Consolidations Consolidation
Rad Ware™ Nelson Grove 1924
Woodbine 1924
Hopewell 1924
Dye 1941
Salem 1942
Ross Point™ Settle 1920
Prajivle Point 1920
Rosston 1924
Valley View Lone Osk 1825
Johns Rranch 1925
Bilm Grove 1941
Lois 1943
Callisburg Hibbitt 1928
Union H1ll 1931
Hickory 1987
Mineral 1937
Union Grove™ Bloomfield 1929
Henming 1929
ME. Olive 1629
Cek Hill 1929
Bresdlove 1929
Walling 1835
Ioving® Red River 1931
Fish Creek 1931
BEra Bermuda 1936
Buck Creek 1937
Melvin 1937
Center Point 1938
Flat Creek 1038
Hood 1943
3ivells BRend Hickman 1939
Werrens Bend - 1939




135

TABRLE 8 -~ (ontinued

Consolidated Distriets Included Year of
Districts in Consolidations Consolidation
Walnut Rend Bethlehem 1940
Hays Spring Hill 1941

Wolf Ridge 1941
Van 3lyke 1941
Marysville 1942
Burton Lenmons 1942
Mt. Zicn 1942
Osk Dals 1943
Burns 1943

*New name as a result of grouping.

The general condition of schools in Cooke County im-
proved as consolidation progressed. When a consolldation
of districts was effected, it was usually necessary to con-
struct s new school buildling. Construction was ususlly
financed by the voting of bonds, Whereas in 1916-1917
there had been only one schoolhouse bond voted in rural
Cooke County, by 1944 s total of twenty-four districts had
issued bonds to finance the construction of school plents.
Not only were new bulldings erected, but other school
faellities were likewise lmproved as a result of consoll-
dation., More money was mede avallable for teaching sup-
plies and equipment, and many Cocke County schools became

as progressive as any in the state,.
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A companion of consolidation was the contracting of
schools, The contract movement was also a product of
changing school conditions, TInstead of Jolning its nelgh-
bors by consolidation, a district would simply trensport
its scholastle population to another district for school
purposes. By 1943-1944 there were fifteen districts in
the county which were employing this means of schooling
thelr pupils. Many of these districts hed been contract-
ing their schools for yesrs, especially those that came to
Gainesville; and many of them had disposed of thelr school
buildings at home. The contract method was just another
way of jolning a district with a larger school unit in an
effort to receive better school advantages, although it
has never veen as satisfactory as ocutright consolidation.

Another product of the changing conditions was the ac-
celeration in the affilistion movement. TIncreasing demands
and more favorable means encouraged the affiliation of
gchools in Cooke County, as elsewhere in Texss. We have
seen that Galnesville affiliated the first high school in
the county in 1888. In 1893 a larger building was constructed
on the site of the present junlor high school bullding; then
in 1922 the Newsome Dougherty Memorial High School, cost-
ing $167,000, was opened for use. From 1888 untll 1944,
the course offerings in the high school have been steadlly
increased. At present the Gainesville High School has

forty-one units of affilistion, including such courses as




137
manual training, domestic science, speech, Spanish, Latin,
commercial subjects, and vocational sgriculture,

With the buillding of a new high school in 1921, the
city of Gainesville entered Into a period of fifteen years
of school-plant construction that now finds it with as
modern a group of school buildings as almost any city in
the state. During this period of yeafs there have been
constructed three new ward seheools, a junior high school,
and a ecolored school -- all completely moderﬁ both in con-~
struction and in respect te all school facilities. In ad-
dition, a modern high school gymnasium was completed about
1940.

Not all Cooke County rural districts chose to. educate
their high school boys and girls in Gainesville., 1In the
southwest part of the county, the Era District grouped it-
gelf with its neighborg and esteblished a rural high school.
Table 8 shows the consolidations that were effected to form
this high school center, and by 1943-1944 Era was also
serving the pupils in four additional districts by con-
tract. Bonds were voted gnd a modern school plant with
gymnasium, bus garages, tennis courts, and a football field
was completed in 1939. The cost of the improvement was
$80,000. Era High School now has twenty-seven affiliated
units of work, employs a staff éf twelve teachers, and has
an enrollment of approximately three hundred puplls.

The other affilieted high school in Cooke County is




138
Valley View., Thias district has extended its boundaries
from time to time, as indleated in Table 8. In addition,
it takes care of one district by contract, and receives
high school transfers from five other districts. This dis-
trict completed a bhullding program in 1940 that gave it
one of the most besauvtiful and modern school plants in the
state. In 1943-1944 the Valley View School had a staff of
eleven teachers, an enrollment of approximately 250 chil-
dren, and twenty-three affiliated unlits of work.

Changing school conditions demanded.more efficient
school systems, and the formation of larger teaching unlts
in the county was only logical. The one-teacher school
no longer satisfied the wishes of most people. Table ©
shows the transition from the "one-teacher school era' to
the situation as it existed in 1943-1044.

This teble shows that there were only eight one-
teacher schools in the county in 1943-1944 as compared
with sixty in 1916-1917. The number of two-teacher
schools had likewise diminished from twenty-three in 1916~
1917 to seven in 1943-1944, The table indicates also that
whereas in 1816-1917 only 4.4 per cent 6f the Cooke Counby
schools had four or more teachers in thelr faculties, in
1943-1944 more than thirty-elght per cent of the schools
had four-tescher faculties or larger. Then the drastic
reduction in the total numwber of schools in the county

from ninety-one in 1916-1917 to twenty-six in 1943-1944
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completes the picture of a definite trend towards fewer

and larger school units.

TABLE 9

COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER OF ONE-TEACHER, TWO-
TEACEER, AND LARGER SCHOOLS IN COOKE
COUNTY IN 1916-1917 AND 1943-1944

T T Tt .WW—WM
Number of Scehools
Fumber of
Teachers
1916-1917 1943-1944
10.0-.000. 60 8
2!0...0"" 2:5 Y?‘
3¢'t.0t0.. 4 1
by nsrsea 1 3
L J 1 2
Baneosonso 1 2
12 and over 1 3
Potal... gl " 26

The trend towards larger schools resulted in better
school buildings, in better teaching equipment, snd in all-
round greater school efficiency., One of the greatest fac-
tors in the improvement of standards in rural schools has
been the rural school accreditation program of the State
Department of Education. The movement was started in'the
fall of 1926 when & score card was pfepared for the pur-
pose of stimulating and guiding the improvement of small
rural schools. ILater, the need for rural school Improve-

ment was partlally stated as follows:
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(1) Approximately 25% of the children who en-
roll in elementary schools do not remain to complete
the work to enter high school,
(2) 78% of school enrollment is in the elemen-
tary schools,

The first school in Cooke County to enter the program
wes the Loving School 1n 1935-1936. By 1943-1944 there
were thirteen schools in the county which had ralsed their
standa:ds sufficiently to meet the requirements of the pro-
gram.

01l Development in Cooke County and Tts
Effect upon School Financing

During the period from 1916-1917 to 1943-1944. the
grestest factor in the economy of Cooke Gounty continued
to be agriculture; but in 1924 a thing occurred that was of
great economic importance to the county. In November of
that year the "RBig Tndian" oil well was discovered on the'
B, W. Davis farm in northeastern Cooke County. The dis-
covery caused a great deal of excitement and much land was
leased for further exploration. Héwever, after another
well or so was drilled and nothing was found, the excite-
ment died down. Activity in the oil business subsided
somewhat until in 1929 another pool was discovered in the
Bulcher community in northwest Cooke County. The Bulcher
field wae shallow production; but when it had been fully

explored, the field hed over a hundred producing wells.

Erexas State Department of Education, The Twenty-
ninth Biennial Report, 1934-1935 ond 1935-1986, p. 44.
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In the early thirties another shallow pool was discovered
in the Muenster area, and this field grew to cover a large
area.

As the vears went by, oill activity in the county con-
tinued brisk, and several new fields were discovered.
Among these were the T. C. U. pool south of Muenster, the
Anderson-Kerr field southeast of Gainesville, and the Wal-
nut Bend field northeast of Galnesville. The Walput Bend
field became the largest in the county. Its oill came from
s deep sand, was of high gravity, and many of the wells
flowed when placed on pump. Recently, three new flelds
have been discovered., They are the Winger, Woodbine, and
Montgomery fields. The exact extent and possibilities of
these new discoveries heve not been determlned,

By Januery 1, 1944, Cocké County ﬁad to her credlt
1,225 producing oil wells of various depths. During the
past twenty years oil production 1n the county has in-
creased from ten barrels s day to 10,701 barrels a day.

The effect of the oil industry upon school flnancing
in Cooke County has been considerable. In 1943 four school
districts in the county each had a valuation exceeding
one million dollars because of the discovery of oil within
thelr boundaries, Other districts profited to a less ex-
tent. It is probably true that some districts have not
improved their school facilities as much as they could

have done under the clrcumstances; but the oll Industry
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in Cooke County promises much development in the near fu-
ture, and it is probable that some districts will take

grester advantage of their incressed wealth and opportunity.

Rural Ald in Cooke County

Because of a higher than sverage land vealue in some
sections, and because of the discovery of oil in other dls-
tricts, Cooke County has recelved comparatively little
rural aid. When the Thirtyffourth Legislature made the
mlllion~dollar approprieation for the school years 1915-1916
and 1916-1917, only three Cooke County schools partilcipated,
end they received only $1,300.7 TIn 1927-1928 all county
sechools, Gainesville included, received $12,445 of 21l
types of 21d.® Tn 1943-1944 all county schoocls recelved
$22,857 under the last rural-sid bill. The fact that
Coocke County has not received large amounts of rursl aid does
not deter from the benefit that such gid has been to many
digtricts. Most of the rural-sid districts are located
in the eastern part of the couvnty where land values are
lower than elsewhere, and the money recelved from the
transportation, tuition, and salary-aid funds has been of

inestimable benefit to the children in these districts.

“state Department of Educetion, The Twenty-first Bien-
nial Report, 1916-1917 and 1917-1918, p. 372,

Bgtate Department of Educatlon, The Twenty-fifth Bien-
nial Report, 1926~1927 and 1927-1928, D, 2.
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Cooke County Free Library and
Circulating School Library

The XLI Club of Gainesville sponsored the opening of
a public library in the ftown in 1880. Members of the élﬁb
acted a8 librarians and kept the library open for losns
two days of each week.® Tn 1914, when Miss Iillian Gunter
was city librarisn, a mass meetling was held to make an ap-
peal to Andrew Carnegie for the erectlon of a building to
house the library. The bullding was secured, and In 1921
the eity and county merged their efforts and the Cooke
county Free Library came into existence. The Cocke County
Free Library now has 28,000 volumes on its shelves, and the
circuletion in 1943 was 95,303, Thirty branch libraries
are maintained in the various communities of the county.
The head 1ibrarian is now Mrs. Olné Boaz, and she hag as
her sssistants Mrs. Carrie R. Hudspeth and Mrs. Josle Ed-
wards. Mrs, Boaz 1s a tralned 1ibrarian, and her ability
js attested to by the faet thet she was elected president
of the Texas Library Association for 1944-1945.

Tn the school yeer 1937-1938, twenty Cooke County
schools pooled their library funds and estsblished a eir-
culating school library. The idea developed rapidly, and
the next year there were thirty-nine participating schools,

In November, 1939, a custom-bullt bockmobile was purchased

YHardy, Development of Education in Cooke County,
Texas, p. 63.
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on which to transport the books to and from the member
schools., The ides behind the project was to make library
service avallsble to every boy and girl in Cooke County.
The schools of the county contributed more than $1,600 for
the first yeaf‘s cperation of the library after the book-
mobile was purchased.

Along with the library services, a visual education
program wes instituted. A sound mobtion picture projector
was purchased, and educational movies were shown to all
the student bodles,

For the remaining five and one-half months of the
1039-1940 school term, after the bookmobile was purchased,
the Cooke County Circulating School Library made the fol-
lowing impressive record of service:

1. Forty-three schools served approximately every
three weeks.

2. 13,296 books circulated to school children and
teachers.

3. 5,100 miles traveled by the bookmobile.

4, 1,408 new books purchased.

5, 962 showings of educational movies.

The Texas State School for Girls
In 1913 the Twenty-third Legislature passed the law
cresting the Texas State School for Girls., The plant was

constructed four miles east of Galnesville, and the
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institution wgs opened in September, 1916, Further plant
improvements were made in 1924, and the institution now
conaists of 8ix modern bulldings valued at approxlimately
one-half million dollars,

In 1943-1944 there were 177 girls enrolled in the
school. The girls ranged from twelve to twenty-one years
of age. When a girl is brought to the institutlon, she is
enrolled until she is twenty-one years of age, although
upon good behavior she may be parocled at the end of four-
teen months,

School 1s maintained for twelve months during the
year, the students attending classes one-helf of each day
and working the other half., The work consists cof garden-
ing, dairying, sewing and manusl btrainlng., Thegirls also
assist in the laundry, kitchen, and dormitories.

The purpose of this institution is a laudable one.

Tt strives to train and discipline the girls so that, upon
dismissal, they will be fitted to assume & beneficial place

in socilety.

The Gsinesville Junlor College
The Geinesville Junior College first opened in the
fall of 1924, The college occupies the same building with
the Gainesville High School; and 1ts president, Mr. H. O.
MeCain, is also superintendent of the Gainesville schools.

The college offers two years of standard college work;
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and smong other affiliations, holds menbership in the
smerican Asscociation of Junior Colleges.

The faculty of the Galnesville Junior College conslsts
of twelve instructors, ten of whom hold Master of Arts de-
grees. The instructional facilitles include commercial,
éhemistfy, biology, and home economics laboratories. 1t
also has a commendable and well-managed llbrary, In nor-
mal tlmes enrollmenf in the college 1s approximately one

hundred students.

Catholie Schools

4 history of education ln Cooke County would not be
complete without mention of the county's parochial schools.
St. Mary's Parochlel School was founded in Gainesville in
1891. 7In addition to the regular high school subjects,
the sechool has an outstanding commercial department in
which shorthand, typewriting, and bookkeeplng are taught.
The Sacred Heart Parochial School is located at luenster.
This school offers work through the high school with a
faculbty of twelve teachers. The enrollment 1is approximately
three hundred pupils.

Camp Howze Military Reservation
and Denison Lake

Tn the spring of 1942 the United States Government ac-

quired epproximately 58,000 acres of land in north-central

gooke County for a military reservation. Camp Howze was
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constructed in the summer of that year and two army di-
vigions were moved in for training. Cooke County found in
its midst probably twice as many people as had previously
constituted its entire population. The economic effect
upon Gainesville was, of course, considefable, and many ad-
justments had to be mede.

The location of Camp Howze in Cooke County affected
the county's schools in two principsl ways. First of all,
the scholastic enrolliment in the Geinesville schools was
naturally incressed, but not to the extent that had been
expected. For the school 1943-1944, the inecreased enroli-
ment because of the camp was probably around 250 pupils.

In some rural districts the establishment of Camp
Howze brought about about some very material changes in
the county. VWhen the 58,000 acres of land were finally
surveyed and mepped, it wes found that the camp area en-
compassed large portions of six rural school districts.
The districts affected and the disposition made of the dis-
trict fragments were about as follows:

1. The Sivells Bend Distriet lost about half of its.
area snd was reduced from a three- to a one-teacher school.

2. The Toving District lost l1ts schoolhouse, mo st of
its territory, and all of its scholestics except three,
These children are now contrected to Gainesville,

5., The Marysville Distriet lost three fourths of 1ts

territory and most of its pupils. The remainder of the
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district consolidated with Hays.

4, The Valley Creek Distriet lost one half of its
area and was reduced from a five-teacher échool to & one-
teacher school., This district had just completed a new
school bullding, and the remaining one half of the dis-
trict was left with a $17,000 debt.

5. The Hays District lost approximately one half of
its sres and children. It was necessary to move the
Hays schoolhouse off the reservation.

6. The Lindsay District lost approximately cne
fifth of its asres, but was compensated somewhat by having
added to it some fragments from other distriets.

All sffected districts have made commendable adjust-
ments in their situations; but if and when Camp Howze is
returned to private ownership, the job of making adjustments
will need to be redone.

In the early part of 1944, the great Denlson dam on
Red River was completed, The Denlison Iske Reservoir ex-
tends into northeastern Coocke County and, like Camp Howze,
hes seriously affected some rural school districts, The
Walnut Nut Rend Distriect lost about one fifth of its area
and approximately one third of its children. The Dexter
Pigtrict lost sonme ferritory but not many scholastles.

The district most seriously affected, Delewesre Bend, lost
three fourths of its terriltory, lts schoolhouse, and all

of 1ts scholastics except nine, For the 1944-1945 school
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term, this dlstrict has contracted 1ts remaining pupils to
Whitesboro in Grayson County.

The drastle reductlion in the scholastic population of
Cooke County, the development of the oil industry, and the
location within the county of Camp Howze and the Denison
Leke have all worked together to usher in a perled of great
change in the school conditions of Cooke County. We have
just told the story of the Cocoke County schools from their
beginning up to this period, and the fate of the schools
as s result of these great changes will be determined dur-
ing the nexi few years. Recognizing the fateful situation
that faces their schools ab this time, county officials
and school lesders have enllsted the assisbance of a
sehool plenning committee from the University of Texas.

It is hoped that through careful planning and study the
achools of Cooke County will be brought safely through this
period of change and upheaval, and that they will be better
sble to serve the boys and girls of the county in the fu-

ture.




APPENDIX T
CCOKE COUNTY SCHOOL LANDS

The Third Congress of the Republic of Texas, on Janu-
ary 26, 1830, psssed a law giving three leagues of public
land to "each county organized or to be organized for the
purpose of establishing a primery school or academy. "L
At the next session of Congress in 1840 and at the instl-
gation of eivic and educational leaders of the Republie,
an additionsal league of land was glven tc the countles.

Tt is not to be presumed thet such large grants of land

to each county wés of immediate benefit to their schools.
By 1855, only forty-one counties had taken the trouble to
survey their land.? Lend was cheap and no benefits could
accrue from the grants until the land had been sold., Many
years were to pass before the public schools of the varilous
counties received ahy meterilal benefits from their land.

The proecedure that s county followed to secure 1its
land was about as follows:

1. A certificate for the 1énd was lssued to the

county.

lppy, Bducation in Texas, Source Materials, p. 167.

2Eby, Development of Educstlon in Texas, p. 92.
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2. 'The commissioners! court of the county proceded
to have the land surveyed,

3. When the land was surveyed, the field notes were
returned to the General Land Office of Texas, where files
were set up under the county's name,

4. The commissioners! court then apprlied for the
patents on the land, and the General Land Office issued
ratents signed by the land commissioner and the governor.

When Cooke County took steps to secure its land, much
cf the public domeln had been taken up. The first two
leagues of land recelved were located "on the waters of
Big Sandy Creek, a tributary of the Trinity River, Wise
County, 12 miles northwest from the town of Decatur. "

The land was surveyed in 1855,4 but the patent was not re-
celved until December 13, 1861.°

When the first two leagues of land were secured, the
commlsasioners! court did not take any further action in
regard to the county's school land for a number éf years.
The reason for this inaction 1s apparent. Vhen the last
of the four leagues of land Waslgranted in 1840, it was
specified that "the three leagues could only be leased.and

the fourth could be sold by the county commissioners."®

Scooke County School Lend, Field Notes, p. 2.

4Surveyor's Records, Bk. B, General Land Office of
Texas, Austin, p. 467. :

Spile Fannin, First Class, 849, General Land Office
of Texas, Austin,

SEby, Developument of BEducetion in Texsas, p. 89.
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Then when Texas became & state in 1845, the new‘eonstitu-
tion forbade the sale of school lands for twenty years.

Kight years after Cooke County received her first two
leagnes of land, a& new stete constitution was written.

This was during the reccnstruction peried, and the radicals
had control. Under the constitution of 1869, all county
sechool land was placed under the control of the Legislature.
At the end of the reconstruction period, in 1875, ﬁhe con-
stitution was rewritten, TUnder the new constitution all
grants of land were returned to the counties; and this

time the counties were not long in taking steps to secure
their land and have 1t surveyed.

Cooke CGounty's two additional leagues of land had been
surveyed In 1855, but the patent had not beennlssued. The
commissioners! court now got busy, and a patent for 8,608,63
acres of land was l1lssued May 19, 1877.7 This land csme to
be known as the Cooke County School Lend, and was located
in southesstern Cocke County on Elm (Creek. Since this
patent was for only 8,608.63 acres, and two leagues of land
calls for 8,856 acres, there rémained approximately 248
geres to he seéured elsewhere. This land was finally se-
cured in four separate tracts in verious parts of the
county, the laast patent for 153.48 acres belng issued Oc-

tober 8, 1879.9

"File Fannin, First Class, 1873, General Land Office
of Texas, Austin.

Brnid.
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When the four leagues, or'17,?12 geres, of land had
been secured for Cooke County, the next problem was to dis-
pose of it so that the.proceeds therefrom could be used
for the schools, The land was divided and pleced on the
market for sale, The records of these gales are long, dut
very interesting, but only one or two samples of transac-
tions will be given here. The first sale of Cooke County
school land spparently wes made October 3, 1877, The rec-
ord of this sale reads in part as follows:
T, J. M. Neely, the subscriber hereunto, &
resident citizen of Texas in the County of Cooke,
do promise to pay the County of Cooke the sum of
three hundred snd thirteen dollars and eighty-
elght cents, with interest thereon as hereinafter
specified, the same being for the purchase money
for the following deseribed tract of land . . .
containing 139% acres of land more or less, and
valued st two dollars and fifty cents per acre,
The annual interest of ten per cent upon the above
amount, together with one-tenth of the prinecipal,
T am to pay or cause to be paid to the Treasurer
of Cocke County, Texas, on or before the FPirst Dey
of December of each year, until this entire obliga-
tion is liquidated.®
On December 18 of the following year, Mr, Neely made
the first payment of interest and principal, which amounted
to ©62.76. In three years he had liquidated hils debt, and
on February 13, 1882, the county issued him a deed for his
land.

The transachtions were not so simple with most of the

sales. Often land would change hands a nunber of times

Yoounty Sehool Land Ubligations of Cooke County,
Texas, I, 1.
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before it was finally paid for in full and the deed could
be issued. The price obtained for the land in the above
transaction was about average. According to available in.
formation, the lowest price received was seventy-two centé
per scre, and the highest waes nine dollars per acre.

As the land was scld, the ﬁoney recelved from the
sales was invested for the schools by the commissioners!
court. One of the first investments ofthe Cooke County
permanent School Fund was on April 12, 1886.10 The com-
missioners'kcaurt purchased a $1,000 bond at six per cent
interest from the Cooke (County Reoad and Bridge Fund. It
seems that the court wished to buy a wrought irdn bridge
from a county in Ohio for $1,000.

By August, 1892, 211 of Cooke Counby's school land

had been sold, and the Blennial Report of the 3tate Superin-

tendent for 1890-1891 and 1891-1892 gave the following
recapltulation of its disposal:

Nutber of acres .
Locgted in . .

L] - L ] L] Ll 17 ’712
SOld on . s« &« & & .

. «» Cooke & Wise
. Various dates
Price received . Various prices
Amcunt received . . . . $48,870.17
Expense of gelling land . . 480,00
Lend remaining . . . . . .« + . Nonell

loMinutes of the Commissicners' Gourt of Cooke County,

Texas, IV, 295.

llpexas State Department of Education, Eighth Blen-
nial Report of the State Superintendent of Publle Instruc-
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The present status of the Cooke County permanent
gchool fund is shown by the following information baken

from the financiasl report for Cooke County for 1943:

SECURTTIES OWNED BY THE PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND

OF GOOKE COUNTY, TEXAS, AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1943%°

e e e

_ Date of Maturity  Rate of
Description of Final Bond nterest  Amount

Valley Creek 3chool

District...evvnenns 5-26-65 3.75 $ 7,000
City of Muenster

Sewer bOndS..-...c. 2"'1""”63 4:.0 5’000
City of Quitaque water

bon@......-...».-- 4""1-58 41.0 5’000
Fisher County road

bOndSa......o.-.-.. 4:‘-1'"44 5-0 4:00
United States Series | -

G War Bondgoo. LI B ] 9"'1"55 205 56’100

Total 849,500

For the school year 19453-1944 the income from the
Cooke County permanent school fund was $1,807.50. This
amount was accredited to the avallable funds of the various
districts of the county on the basis of thirty éents per
capita. The county avalileble fund has been of inestimable

value to the schools through the years, and the efforts of

125, A, MeEirath, county auditor, Finsncial Report of
Cooke County, Texas, for Vear Ending December 31, 1943,
p. 41.
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those who made 1t possible are now bearing fruit.

APPENDIX II

ADMINISTRATIONS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS
OF COOKE COUNTY, TEXAS

The office of the county superintendent was ecreated
by law in 1&87,1 The quesiion of whether the office should
be establilshed In a county was left to the county commis-
sloners' court "who may hold an election when in their
judgment 1t may be advisable,"? Up to 1907 the school af-
fairs of Cooke County were left in the hands of the county
judge, but in that year a new law affecting county school
off'icers was passed.

Under the law of 1907° every county with a population
of 2,000 scholestics was required to have alcounty guperin-
tendent; 8o on July 15, 1907, the commisgioners! court ap-
pointed E. M. Rlackburn sg the first superintendent of
Cooke Gounty.4 At the next regular election, Blackburn
was elected to the office by the people, and he served in

that capacity for a period of ten years. The suecessors

1Eby, DevelOpmeht of BEducetion in Texas, p. 201,
21014,

3Tpid., p. 202.

fMinutes of the Commissioners' Court of Cooke County,
Texas, VII, 285,
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of E., N. Blackburn and thelr tenures in offige are shown
in the following tabulationg

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OF COOKE COUNTY,
TEXAS, FROM 1907 TC 1944

Term of Name of Years in

Office Superintendent Cffice
1907-1916 . N. Blackburn 10
1917-1922 F. J. Clement 6
19231927 John S. Hardy 5.
1928-1920 F. J. Clement 3
1931-1928 Roy P. Wilson 8
1939~ Randolph O !'Brien &

Total 38

The sbove table shows that during the thirty-elight
years thet Cooke County has had a county superintendent,
there have been only five different men who have held this
office. This would make an average tenure in office of al-
most eight years. This 1s a commendable record of which
the county should be proud. When a superintendent is al-
lowed to remsin in office for a reascnable number of years,
he has sufficient time to carry oubt a comprehensive pro-
gram of school improvement for hils county.

Tn the course of this study the writer has often Dbeen
impressed by the constructive work that has been accom-
plished by the various superintendents in the interests of

the schools of Cooke County. No attempt will be made to
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give & detailed account of the efforts of each superintend-

ent, but the following tshulation will show the highlights

of each county superintendent's administration:

HIGHLIGHTS IN THE ADMINISTRATIONS CF THE COUNTY
SUPERINTENDENTS OF COOKE COUNTY, TEXAS

E. N. Blackburn
(1907~-1918)

P, J. Clement
(1917-192%,
1926-1930)

John $. Hardy
(1923-1927)

Roy P. Wilson
(1931-1938)

Rendoliph O'Brien
(1938w )

{1) Being the first to hold this

(2)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(1)
(2)

office, the task of galning
the prestige and respect that
the office required fell upon
this man. That he remslined in
the office ten years attests
to the fact that he accom-
plished this purpose.

He succeeded in leading eighty
per cent of the districts to
vote thelr first local msain-

tenance tax.

He encouraged the enforcement
of the compulsory attendance
law.

He earried out a comprehensive
program for the improvement of
school eguipment.

He carried out an extensive
program of consolidetion.

He encouraged the voting of
bonds and secured the construc- -
tion of many new school build-
ings in the rural districts of
the county.

He instituted the ten-month plan
for the payment of teachers,
thus saving the teachers inter-
est charges and makling salary
warrants pavable when issued.

He instituted the permanent
record system for rural schools,

He secured the sccreditation of
s large number of rural schools.
He expaended the services of the
Cireculating School Library

through the use of a bookmobile
with visual education equipment.
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