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Commander’s Note:

The Sweetheart Soiree went just fine. | think every-
one that came had something good to say about the
festivities.

There were some non-member guests and we will be
pledging one of them as a new member at the April
meeting.

Speaking of the next “meeting”, which will be held at
“The Woolf Den” restaurant with the intent to decide
& vote to hold the monthly meetings permanently
there.

The next event on our docket would be the Medal of
Honor Parade, 12 April. A number of people have
said they are making plans to attend. To name a few:
TX Div Cmdr., TX Mounted Cavalry, Mechanized Cav-
alry, UDC, OCR, & a few more camps this year have
expressed their desire to participate.

The following Saturday, 19 April, will be our Fairview
Cemetery Confederate Grave Dedication. | should
have a program flier available in a few days. The ser-
vice should be another honorable one. We could use
some help setting up & taking down.

And then there is 26 April with Cowboy Day at Fron-
tier Village, Loy Lake Park Denison, Tx. Make your
plans, it should be fun.
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Coming Events:
Apl 12 MOH Parade G’ville, TX 10 AM
Apl 12 Living History Day, Denton, TX Court House Square, all day

Apl 17 Lee-Bourland Camp Monthly Meeting at The Woolf Den,
Family Restaurant, 1901 W. California St. G’ville, TX

Apl 19 Fairfiew Cemetery Dedication, G’ville, TX 2 PM
Apl 26 Cowboy Day, Frontier Village, Loy Lake Park, Denison, TX

Apl 26 Confederate Memorial Day, Chisolm Chapel Cemetery, Rock-
wall, TX 2PM

Apl 27 Confederate Memorial Day, Greenwood Cemetery, Dallas, TX
2PM

May 3-4 Battle of Port Jefferson, Jefferson, TX
May 3 Bonham Frontier Days, Bonham, TX

May 24 Decatur-Maxwell-Murphy Cemetery Dedication, Murphy, TX
9 AM set up

May 31 SCV Training Day 4th Brigade Host, G’ville, TX
Jun 6-8 TX Div SCV State Reunion, Houston, TX
Jul 16-19 SCV National Reunion North Charleston, SC

Aug 23 Wesley Chapel Rd. Cemetery, Jacksboro, TX 10 AM




April 12 MOH Parade Gainesville, TX 10 AM

| have turned in entry notices for Sons of Con-
federate Veterans marching, United Daughters
of the Confederacy marching or riding on a
float, Society Order of the Confederate Rose
marching or riding on a float, Mechanized Cav-
alry on iron horses, Texas Division Mounted
Cavalry on horses, and the possibility of a artil-
lery cannon on a trailer for parade & viewing
purposes. With the response that | have so
far, I’'m wondering if | might should have
gotten two flatbeds for us. We'll see. Any
time after 8 AM to 9:30 AM will be lining up
time.

Apri 17 Lee-Bourland Camp Monthly
Meeting Place

In the passed 14 months we have
been moved out of the large
meeting room 3 times without no-
tice and once with only 4 days of
notice right before our Christmas
meeting & party with the OCR as
guests for their December meeting
at Catfish Louie’s. The reason is our
numbers are smaller than the folks
that want the room, NOW. With
this in mind and some members
questioning Catfish Louie’s food
quality, | have made the decision to
have the April meeting at “The
Woolf Den” family restaurant. The
address is 1901 W. California St.,
Gainesville, TX (3 blocks south of
North Central Texas College) 940-
665-9653. At our April meeting |
want our members to have a meal
& test the environment to see if
they would vote to have the
meeting place permanently moved
to The Woolf Den. We will take a
vote on the motion that night. Time
of 7 PM and date of 3rd Thursday
will stay the same.

April 19 Fairview Cemetery Confederate Graves Dedication Gaines-
ville, Texas 2 PM

Once more this year we will be highlighting three more of the over
200 confederate veterans resting at Fairview Cemetery. The service
will kick off at 2 PM. This means we will need help to have the audi-
ence chairs, PA system & viewing table, and refreshment table set
up. Theiron flag posts hammered into place, wreath stands & mortar
platforms in position, the guests & participants vehicles parked, and
everyone knowing what & where their part will be, before we start. |
do not expect to have dressing or bathroom accommodations.

The weather is always a factor. It is usually sunny & hot, folks, so be
prepared for it. The color guard, honor guard, Black Roses and mus-
ket/mortar salute folks,.. My hats off to you, but we know what this
is all about and that is just part of it , thanks.

Another thing that could be a delay to cancel factor is if there hap-
pens to be a funeral taking place. We will delay an hour if need be to
let the cemetery clear. | will be checking with the cemetery manager
as we get closer to the date. This will be the Saturday before Easter
Sunday, so there could be a number of folks in the cemetery that
afternoon. | would hope that they would be able see that we are
honoring our confederate ancestors, as well as all American veterans
in the cemetery with our gun salutes.

The order will be; Posting of the Colors, Opening Prayer, Pledges,
Welcome, Greetings from UDC, OCR, or distinguished guests, Intro-
ductions, Dedication, 3 “In Honor of “ Stories, Wreath Presentations,
Black Rose Ceremony, Roll Call Musket/Mortar Salute, Taps, Descend-
ent Presentation ,Closing Prayer, Closing.

In the past when it has all gone well the program is over by a little
after 3 PM. And even those of us who stay to gather up the Battle
flags are leaving the cemetery by a little after 4 Pm.
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Why the Cherokee Nation Al-
lied Themselves With the Con-
federate States of America in
1861

By Leonard M. Scruggs
January 7, 2004

M & Many have no doubt heard of the valor of
the Cherokee warriors under the command of
Brigadier General Stand Watie in the West and
of Thomas' famous North Carolina Legion in the
East during the War for Southern Independence
from 1861 to 1865. But why did the Chero-
kees and their brethren, the Creeks, Seminoles,
Choctaws, and Chickasaws determine to make
common cause with the Confederate South
against the Northern Union? To know their rea-
sons is very instructive as to the issues underly-
ing that tragic war. Most Americans have
been propagandized rather than educated in the
causes of the war, all this to justify the perpetra-
tors and victors. Considering the Cherokee view
uncovers much truth buried by decades of politi-
cally correct propaganda and allows a broader
and truer perspective.

On August 21, 1861, the Cherokee Nation by a
General Convention at Tahlequah (in Oklahoma)
declared its common cause with the Confeder-
ate States against the Northern Union. A treaty
was concluded on October 7th between the Con-
federate States and the Cherokee Nation, and on
October gth, John Ross, the Principal Chief of
the Cherokee Nation called into session the
Cherokee National Committee and National
Council to approve and implement that treaty
and a future course of action.

The Cherokees had at first considerable conster-
nation over the growing conflict and desired to
remain neutral. They had much common econo-
my and contact with their Confederate neigh-
bors, but their treaties were with the government
of the United States.

The Northern conduct of the war against their
neighbors, strong repression of Northern politi-

cal dissent, and the roughshod trampling of
the U. S Constitution under the new regimeand
political powers in Washington soon changed
their thinking.

The Cherokee were perhaps the best educated
and literate of the American Indian Tribes. They
were also among the most Christian. Learn-

ing and wisdom were highly esteemed. They
revered the Declaration of Independence and the
U.S. Constitution as particularly importantguar-
antors of their rights and freedoms. It is not sur-
prising then that on October 28, 1861, the Na-
tional Council issued a Declaration by the People
of the Cherokee Nation of the Causes Which
Have Impelled them to Unite Their Fortunes
With Those of the Confederate States of America.

The introductory words of this declaration
strongly resembled the 1776 Declaration of Inde-
pendence:

"When circumstances beyond their control com-
pel one people to sever the ties which have long
existed between them and another state or con-
federacy, and to contract new alliances and es-
tablish new relations for the security of their
rights and liberties, it is fit that they should pub-
licly declare the reasons by which their action is
justified."

In the next paragraphs of their declaration the
Cherokee Council noted their faithful adherence
to their treaties with the United States in the past
and how they had faithfully attempted neutrality
until the present. But the seventh paragraph be-
gins to delineate theiralarm with Northern ag-
gression and sympathy with the South:

"But Providence rules the destinies of nations,
and events, by inexorable necessity, overrule hu-
man resolutions."

Comparing the relatively limited objectives and
defensive nature of the Southern cause in con-
trast to the aggressive actions of the North they
remarked of the Confederate States:
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""Disclaiming any intention to invade the Northern States,
they sought only to repel the invaders from their own soil
and to secure the right of governing themselves. They
claimed only the privilege asserted in the Declaration of
American Independence, and on which theright of North-
ern States themselves to self-government is formed, and
altering their form of government when it became no
longer tolerable and establishing new forms for the securi-
ty of their liberties."

The next paragraph noted the orderly and democratic pro-
cess by which each of the Confederate States seceded. This
was without violence or coercion and nowhere were liber-
ties abridged or civilian courts and authorities made sub-
ordinate to the military. Also noted wasthe growing unity
and success of the South against Northern aggression. The
following or ninth paragraph contrasts this with ruthless
and totalitarian trends in the North:

"But in the Northern States the Cherokee people saw with
alarm a violated constitution, all civil liberty put in peril,
and all rules of civilized warfare and the dictates of com-
mon humanity and decency unhesitatingly disregarded. In
the states which still adhered to the Union a military des-
potism had displaced civilian power and the laws became
silent with arms. Free speech and almost free thought be-
came a crime. The right of habeas corpus, guaranteed by
the constitution, disappeared at the nod of a Secretary

of State or a general of the lowest grade. The mandate of
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court was at naught by
the military power and this outrage on common right ap-
proved by a President sworn to support the constitution.
War on the largest scale was waged, and the immense
bodies of troops called into the field in the absence of any
warranting it under the pretense of suppressing unlawful
combination of men."

The tenth paragraph continues the indictment of the
Northern political party in power and the conduct of the
Union Armies:

"The humanities of war, which even barbarians respect,
were no longer thought worthy to be observed. Foreign
mercenaries and the scum of the cities and the inmates of
prisons were enlisted and organized into brigades and
sent into Southern States to aid in subjugating a people

struggling for freedom, to burn, to plunder, and to com-
mit the basest of outrages on the women; while the heels
of armed tyranny trod upon the necks of Maryland and
Missouri, and men of the highest character and position
were incarcerated upon suspicion without process of law,
in jails, forts, and prison ships, and even women were im-
prisoned by the arbitrary order of a President and Cabinet
Ministers; while the press ceased to be free, and the publi-
cation of newspapers was suspended and their issues
seized and destroyed; the officers and men taken prison-
ers in the battles were allowed to remain in captivity by
the refusal of the Government to consent to an exchange
of prisoners; as they had left their dead on more than one
field of battle that had witnessed their defeat, to be buried
and their wounded to be cared for by southern hands."

The eleventh paragraph of the Cherokee declaration is a
fairly concise summary of their grievances against the po-
litical powers now presiding over a new U. S. Government:

"Whatever causes the Cherokee people may have had in
the past to complain of some of the southern states, they
cannot but feel that their interests and destiny are insepa-
rably connected to those of the south. The war now waging
is a war of Northern cupidity and fanaticism against the
institution of African servitude; against the commer-

cial freedom of the south, and against the political free-
dom of the states, and its objects are to annihilate the sov-
ereignty of those states and utterly change the nature of
the general government."

The Cherokees felt they had been faithful and loyal
to their treaties with the United States, but now
perceived that the relationship was not reciprocal
and that their very existence as a people

was threatened. They had also witnessed the re-
cent exploitation of the properties and rights of
Indian tribes in Kansas, Nebraska, and Oregon,
and feared that they, too, might soon become vic-
tims of Northern rapacity. Therefore, they were
compelled to abrogate thosetreaties in defense of
their people, lands, and rights. They felt the Union
had already made war on them by their actions.




Finally, appealing to their inalienable right to self-defense
and self-determination as a free people, they concluded
their declaration with the following words:

"Obeying the dictates of prudence and providing for the
general safety and welfare, confident of the rectitude of
their intentions and true to their obligations to duty and
honor, they accept the issue thus forced upon them, unite
their fortunes now and forever with the Confederate
States, and take up arms for the common cause, and with
entire confidence of the justice of that cause and with a
firm reliance upon Divine Providence, will resolutely
abide the consequences.

The Cherokees were true to their words. The last shot fired
in the war east of the Mississippi was May 6, 1865. This
was in an engagement at White Sulphur Springs, near
Waynesville, North Carolina, of part of Thomas' Legion
against Kirk's infamous Union raiders that hadwreaked a
murderous terrorism and destruction on the civilian popu-
lation of Western North Carolina. Col. William H. Thomas'
Legion was originally predominantly Cherokee, but had
also accrued a large number of North Carolina mountain
men. On June 23, 1865, in what was the last land battle of

the war, Confederate Brigadier General and Chero-

kee Chief, Stand Watie, finally surrendered his predomi-
nantly Cherokee, Oklahoma Indian force to the Union.

The issues as the Cherokees saw them were 1) self-defense
against Northern aggression, both for themselves and their
fellow Confederates, 2) the right of self-determination by a
free people, 3) protection of their heritage, 4) preservation
of their political rights under a constitutional government
of law 5) a strong desire to retain the principles of limited
government and decentralized power guaranteed by the
Constitution, 6) protection of their economic rights

and welfare, 7) dismay at the despotism of the party and
leaders now in command of the U. S. Government, 8) dis-
may at the ruthless disregard of commonly accepted rules
of warfare by the Union, especially their treatment of civil-
ians and non-combatants, 9) a fear of econom-

ic exploitation by corrupt politicians and their supporters
based on observed past experience, and 10) alarm at the
self-righteous and extreme, punitive, and vengeful pro-
nouncements on the slavery issue voiced by the radical
abolitionists and supported by many Northern politicians,
journalists, social, and religious (mostly Unitarian)leaders.

It should be noted here that some of the Cherokees
owned slaves, but the practice was not extensive.

The Cherokee Declaration of October 1861 uncovers a far
more complex set of "Civil War" issues than most Ameri-
cans have been taught. Rediscovered truth is not always
welcome. Indeed some of the issues here are so distressing
that the general academic, media, and public reaction is to
rebury them or shout them down as politically incorrect.

The notion that slavery was the only real or even principal
cause of the war is very politically correct and widely held,
but historically ignorant. It has served, however, as a con-
venient ex post facto justification for the war and its con-
duct. Slavery was an issue, and it was related to many oth-
er issues, but it was by no means the only issue, or even
the most important underlying issue. It was not even an
issue in the way most people think of it. Only about 25% of
Southern households owned slaves. For most people,
North and South, the slavery issue was not so much
whether to keep it or not, but how to phase it out without
causing economic and social disruption and disaster. Un-
fortunately the Southern and Cherokee fear of the radical
abolitionists turned out to be well founded.

After the Reconstruction Act was passed in 1867 the radi-
cal abolitionists and radical Republicans were able to issue
in a shameful era of politically punitive and economically
exploitive oppression in the South, the results of which
lasted many years, and even today arenot yet completely
erased.

The Cherokee were and are a remarkable people who have
impacted the American heritage far beyond their numbers.
We can be especially grateful that they made a well
thought out and articulate declaration for supporting and
joining the Confederate cause in 1861.
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Camp Ford was a Hoot!

At least your camp commander Charlie

thought so.




Members and Their Confederate Ancesta
Ansley, Reynolds: Pvt David Andrew Johnso
Armstrong, Chad & Charles: Col Jms
Bloodworth, Gary: Pvt Daniels S Bloog
Boyer, David: Pvt David G Wilkins Co

Cassidy, Bill: (Father side) Pvt Hugh Cz
(Mother side) Jerimiah H
Davis, Brian: Pvt Josiah Davis Branne

Dillard, Robert: Pvt Wm Reece Bourla
Dunbar, Thomas: Pvt Thomas Goodric
Epperson, Lloyd: Pvt Leander Molint
Fenner, Farrell & Jameson: Pvt Houstc
Hamilton, Gary: Pvt Jms Thomas Victg

Herman, James: Sgt Wm M Herman

Montgomery, Ronnie L: 2nd Lt John C

Newton, Norman: Pvt Charles Samue
Tyler SCV Camp’s n
Peek, James: PvtJms W Peak CoF 8

Reed, David: Pvt Rueben Blankenshi
Reed, Hunter: Pvt Michael Lorance
Riley, Bill: Pvt Wm Chisum Co A 38" Inf TN

Roundtree, Bob: Pvt Jesse Ballard Roundtre

Scott, Timothy: 2™ Lt Joseph B Scott Co E

Thompson, Johnny: Pvt Wm Rufus S
Tisdale, Wm: Sgt Augustus Wm Atwo

Waters, Charles: (Father side) Pvt Jm o
(Mother side) 5t Sgt George"Mosiey Aston
White, Joe: Capt Mack Wilson Loyd CoH 5" Cv AL -




Gainesville, TX Cooke

Lee-Bourland Camp #1848

Cmdr. Charlie Waters 940-665-8502
crwaters@swbell.net

1% Lt — Lloyd Epperson

2" Lt — Norman Newton

Adj. Joe White 940-902-1393

Meets the 3™ Thursday of the month at 6:30pm
Neu Ranch House Restaurant and Catfish Louie’s
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h .‘-. |aI‘1 I'tter for the Sons of ederate Veterans Lee-
Bourland Camp 1848 and is mtended for the sole purpose of keeping the camp
members and friends of thé‘camp mformed to the activities and news of Camp
1848. Statements in this newsletter are those of the author and may not reflect

the opinions of the Lee-Bourland Camp, Texas Division, National Sons

of Confederate Veterans ar the editor. Within articles or quotes written by out-
side authors mistakes in spelling, grammar or sentence structure are strictly

those of the author and may be left as is.
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SEE YA'LL IN THE FIELD
MORE NEWS NEXT MONTH
THE END




